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Building expectatibns 

Trump makes aggressive push to get promised 
border wall completed before 2020 election 



Workers break ground on new border wall construction about 20 miles west of Santa 
left was built in 2018 with money allocated by Congress. 


Cedar Attanasio/AP 

I, N.M., on Friday. The wall visible on the 


President Donald Trump has 
told worried subordinates 
that he wiii pardon them of 
any potentiai wrongdoing 
shouid they have to break 
iaws to get the barriers buiit 
quickiy, officiais said. 


By Nick Miroff 
AND Josh Dawsey 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is so eager to 
complete hundreds of miles of 
border fence ahead of the 2020 
presidential election that he has 
directed aides to fast-track bil¬ 
lions of dollars’ worth of con¬ 
struction contracts, aggressively 
seize private land and disregard 
environmental rules, according 
to current and former officials 
involved with the project. 

He also has told worried sub¬ 
ordinates that he will pardon 
them of any potential wrongdo¬ 


ing should they have to break 
laws to get the barriers built 
quickly, those officials said. 

Trump has repeatedly prom¬ 
ised to complete 500 miles of 
fencing by the time voters go 
to the polls in November 2020, 


stirring chants of “Finish the 
Wall!” at his political rallies as 
he pushes for tighter border con¬ 
trols. But the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has completed just 
about 60 miles of “replacement” 
barrier during the first 2 y 2 


years of Trump’s presidency, all 
of it in areas that previously had 
border infrastructure. 

The president has told senior 
aides that a failure to deliver 
on the signature promise of his 
2016 campaign would be a let¬ 
down to his supporters and an 
embarrassing defeat. With the 
election 14 months away and 
hundreds of miles of fencing 
plans still in blueprint form. 
Trump has held regular White 
House meetings for progress 
updates and to hasten the pace, 
according to several people in¬ 
volved in the discussions. 

SEE BUILDING ON PAGE 9 


Navy closes 
task force 
researching 
climate change 

By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

A decade-old Navy task force 
that researched the effects of 
and possible adaptations to cli¬ 
mate change closed in March, but 
the news didn’t break until this 
month. 

On Aug. 7, E&E News Green- 
wire reported the service had 
“quietly” shuttered its Task Force 
Climate Change five months prior 
with little public notice. 

A Navy spokesperson told the 
online publication, which covers 
energy and environmental issues, 
the program ended because its 
“functions have been transitioned 
to existing business processes.” 

Stars and Stripes’ requests for 
comment from the Navy on the 
task force closure went unan¬ 
swered Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Created in 2009, the task force 
was tasked with researching 
methods to adapt to security chal¬ 
lenges caused by climate change, 
such as rising sea levels, harsh 
weather and melting icecaps. 

A report, “Climate Change 
Road Map,” sponsored by the task 
force shortly after its creation 
highlighted how “climate change 
is affecting, and will continue to 
affect, U.S. military installations 
and access to natural resources 
worldwide.” 

“[Climate change] will affect 
the type, scope and location of 
future Navy missions,” the report 
said. “[T]he Navy acknowledges 
that climate change is a national 
security challenge with strategic 
implications for the Navy.” 

The task force’s closure came 
two months after a Jan. 10 De¬ 
fense Department report on cli¬ 
mate change effects on defense 
issues. In the report, the depart¬ 
ment deemed the phenomenon 
a “national security issue with 
potential impacts to DOD mis¬ 
sions, operational places and 
installations.” 

It listed recurrent flooding, 
drought, desertification, wildfires 

SEE CLOSURE ON PAGE 5 
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Vets await Iraq Commitment Medal 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

Iraq War veterans tired of 
waiting for more than 1 million 
promised medals are soliciting 
donations to make 2,500 of their 
own. 

The Iraq Commitment Medal 
is supposed to recognize the work 
of U.S. and coalition troops who 
served in Iraq following the fall 
of dictator Saddam Hussein’s re¬ 
gime in 2003. One was presented 
to Vice President Joe Biden by 
Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Maliki during a ceremony in 
Baghdad in 2011. 

Iraqi Defense Minister Saa- 
doun al-Dulaimi wrote to then- 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
in 2011 telling him that the medal 
should go to anyone who served 
in Iraq, its territorial waters or its 
airspace for 30 consecutive days 
or 60 nonconsecutive days. 

“We expect that more than 1 
million current or former ser¬ 
vice members may be eligible to 
receive the Commitment Medal,” 
al-Dulaimi wrote in his letter. 

Al-Dulaimi said Iraq autho¬ 
rized the United States and its 
coalition partners to arrange for 
production so it might “be readily 
available to the recipients.” 

“May the commitment to the 
bright future of Iraq, which we 
have shared through many dif¬ 
ficult years, never be forgotten,” 
the defense minister wrote. 

Eight years later, the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense has yet to autho¬ 
rize servicemembers to wear the 
medals or taken steps to award 
them. 

The Pentagon said in a state¬ 
ment Tuesday that it greatly 
appreciates the desire of the 



U.S. Army photos 


The Iraq Commitmeiit Medal 
recognizes the work of U.S. 
and coalition troops in Iraq. The 
medal was unveiled in Baghdad 
in 2011, but many veterans 
have still not received theirs. 

government of Iraq to recognize 
an estimated 1.2 million service- 
members who qualify for the 
medal. 

“Traditionally when a foreign 
government authorizes a medal, 
that government provides the 
medal to eligible members as the 
medal is a foreign decoration, not 
a Department of Defense decora¬ 
tion,” the statement said. “At this 
time, the Department of Defense 
has not received any [commitment 
medals] from the Government of 
Iraq to approve or distribute.” 

The service of American mili¬ 
tary personnel in Iraq is rec¬ 
ognized through the Defense 
Department’s Iraq Campaign 
Medal. Plans and procedures for 
approving and distributing the 
Iraq Commitment Medal will be 
established once Iraq provides 
the medals, the Pentagon said. 

Iraq’s embassy in Washington 
did not respond to telephone and 
email messages this week. 


However, some veterans are 
moving ahead with their own 
plans to produce and award the 
medals. 

An Iraqi Commitment Medal 
Facebook group includes posts 
from people lobbying the U.S. 
government to authorize the 
decorations. 

There’s also an online crowd¬ 
funding campaign that, as of 
Wednesday, had raised nearly 
$10,000 with the goal of getting 
$62,500 by Oct. 12 to produce 
2,500 medals for other veterans. 

The campaign is the brain¬ 
child of Edward Mahoney, 35, 
of Springfield, Va., who said he 
served as a Marine Corps com¬ 
munications officer in Fallujah 
and A1 Asad from 2008 to 2009. 

The award may not be autho¬ 
rized for active-duty troops, but 
veterans can wear it, Mahoney 
said. 

“Most of the people who went 
to Iraq are out. They can wear 
whatever they want, and this isn’t 
some commemorative medal. 
They have earned this,” he said. 

If the campaign reaches its 
goal, all the people who have con¬ 
tributed will get a medal. They 
will be minted by Kennedy In¬ 
signia. The firm is certified by 
the Institute of Heraldry, which 
furnishes insignia to the US. gov¬ 
ernment, Mahoney said. 

The gold-colored medal fea¬ 
tures an outline of Iraq and two 
lines symbolizing the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers. Clasped hands 
signify friendship between Iraq 
and the coalition nations while a 
star represents unity for the Iraqi 
people. 

There is an English and Ara¬ 
bic inscription that reads, “There 
is no one that can forget, and let 


nothing be forgotten.” 

On its reverse side the medal 
includes an image of the sun sym¬ 
bolizing Iraq’s future of recon¬ 
struction and democracy while 
crossed scimitars represent part¬ 
nership between coalition and 
Iraqi forces with another inscrip¬ 
tion reading “Joint Commitment” 
in Arabic and English. 

Leonard Le Blanc, an Air Force 
veteran who worked in Iraq as 
a security contractor from 2003 
to 2006 and contacted Stars and 
Stripes about the medals, said 
he’d like to see them authorized 
for civilians who served in Iraq. 

“My interest is in making med¬ 
als for people who will not get a 
medal,” he said. 

Eric Geressy, a retired Army 
sergeant mqjor with multiple 
Iraq tours, said in a text message 
the medal is a nice gesture by 
the Iraqi people and government 
even if it’s never produced. 

“I remember during the inva¬ 
sion as we pushed into Baghdad 
the streets were literally lined up 
with people cheering us on and 
clapping,” he said. “They were 
initially very thankful we were 
there, but this all was forgot as 
things spiraled out of control and 
the war dragged on.” 

Soldiers fought over there for 
each other but also for the Iraqis 
who couldn’t fight for themselves, 
Geressy said. 

“Even though they could not 
produce the medal it is a good 
reminder that some of the Iraqi 
people appreciated our service 
and sacrifice made on their be¬ 
half,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Recruit dies 
after collapse 
in fitness test 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

An 18-year-old Marine recruit 
has died two days after collapsing 
during a fitness test in Frederick, 
Md. 

Jose Rodriguez collapsed after 
finishing the running portion of 
the “initial strength test” Aug. 21 
at a recruiting station. He died 
on Friday at Frederick Memorial 
Hospital in 



Marine Corps Recruiting Dis¬ 
trict. “A very unfortunate tragedy. 
We’re sending our condolences to 
his friends and family.” 

Tunney could not provide fur¬ 
ther details about the death as it 
was still being investigated. 

Rodriguez was a poolee, a re¬ 
cruit awaiting entry into boot 
camp. He enlisted in March in 
the aviation mechanic program 
and was heading to Parris Island, 
S.C., next month. 

Before poolees can attend boot 
camp, they must pass a fitness 
test that includes pullups, situps 
and a 1.5-mile run. 

Rodriguez is the latest recruit 
to die during a physical test. Fatal 
incidents during testing have be¬ 
come more common in recent 
years, especially in hot weather. 

scott.wyland@stripes.com 
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PACIFIC _ 

S. Korea reconsiders exit from Japan pact 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea 
said “the ball is now in Japan’s court” as 
it has offered to reconsider its exit from 
a military intelligence sharing pact with 
Japan if Tokyo lifts export curbs that of¬ 
ficially took effect Wednesday. 

Seoul has been put on the defensive since 
it announced its decision to terminate the 
General Security of Military Information 
Agreement last week, drawing unusually 
blunt criticism from the United States. 

The move has raised concerns about 
a rift in the longtime alliance between 
Seoul and Washington at a sensitive time 
as North Korea has resumed missile tests 
amid stalled talks over ending its nuclear 
weapons program. 

The allies also are gearing up for what 
are likely to be contentious defense cost¬ 
sharing negotiations, with President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s administration demanding a 
sharp increase in the South Korean contri¬ 
bution as the current contract is due to end 
at the end of the year. 

South Korean officials insist that Japan 
provoked the dispute by announcing last 
month that it was restricting the export 
of chemicals needed by manufacturers of 
semiconductors and display panels and 
removing the South from a list of trusted 
trading partners. 

Seoul believes the move was economic 
retaliation for its legal moves seeking 
compensation for Japan’s brutal 1910-45 



Lee Jin-man/AP 


South Korean national security adviser 
Kim Hyun-chong discusses South Korea- 
Japan relations at a briefing in Seoul on 
Wednesday. 

occupation of South Korea. Tokyo denies 
that, saying the export restrictions were 
imposed for security reasons. 

The Japanese measure removing South 
Korea from a list of countries that enjoy 
minimum trade restrictions on goods, in¬ 
cluding electronic components that could 
be diverted for military use, took effect 
at midnight Wednesday, according to the 
Kyodo news agency. 

“The South Korean government strong¬ 
ly regrets the latest action taken by Japan,” 
national security adviser Kim Hyun-chong 
said Wednesday. 

He singled out Japanese Prime Min¬ 
ister Shinzo Abe for saying South Korea 
can’t be trusted and is “treating us like an 
adversary.” 

The intelligence-sharing pact doesn’t 


expire until Nov. 23. 

Kim stressed that South Korean Prime 
Minister Lee Nak-yeon has said the de¬ 
cision could be reconsidered within the 
three months before it expires “if the two 
sides could reach a solution in the ensuing 
period and if Japan withdraws the unwar¬ 
ranted measures.” 

“Let me point out that the ball is now in 
Japan’s court,” Kim said. 

Japanese officials have reportedly said 
the export restrictions were needed be¬ 
cause some of the restricted items had 
slipped into North Korea. 

South Korea has strongly denied that and 
said Tokyo is masking the fact that it’s re¬ 
taliating against last year’s Supreme Court 
ruling that Japanese corporations should 
compensate Korean victims of forced labor 
during the colonial period. 

Japan insists that all claims from the 
colonial period were resolved by a 1965 
treaty that normalized relations between 
the two countries. 

The military information agreement, 
which was signed in 2016, streamlined 
the intelligence-sharing process by en¬ 
abling Tokyo and Seoul to communicate 
directly instead of having to go through 
Washington. 

The three countries have other informa¬ 
tion exchange mechanisms, but experts 
say the agreement’s cancellation will likely 
slow the process. 

The State Department and the Penta¬ 
gon expressed deep disappointment and 
concern. 


“This will make defending [South Korea] 
more complicated and increase risk to US. 
forces,” State Department spokeswoman 
Morgan Ortagus said Monday in a tweet. 

The United States maintains some 
28,500 servicemembers in South Korea 
and 54,000 in Japan, as well as supersonic 
bombers and other strategic assets serv¬ 
ing as a bulwark against North Korea and 
China. Kim, the national security adviser, 
dismissed concerns about the U.S.-South 
Korean alliance. 

South Korea held close consultations 
with the United States in the runup to the 
decision to cancel the intelligence-sharing 
pact, Kim said. 

“It is understandable that the United 
States may express its disappointment 
over the (South Korean) government’s de¬ 
cision to terminate GSOMIA as it had con¬ 
tinuously hoped for the maintenance of the 
agreement,” he said. 

He stressed that South Korea will re¬ 
double its efforts to strengthen its own 
defense capabilities, including the acquisi¬ 
tion of military reconnaissance satellites, 
light aircraft carriers and next generation 
submarines. 

The U.S.-South Korean alliance “is a 
huge tree with deep roots stretching back 
66 years based on common values such as 
democracy and market economy,” Kim 
said. “This will not be easily shaken by the 
GSOMIA issue.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com ~ 

Twitter: @kimgamel 



UNCOMPROMISING CLOSURE 


MASSIVE LIQUIDATION AT "SWEET HOME RAMSTEIN" 
DUE TO FINAL BUSINESS CLOSURE 


Rjunslcin E^ttineni^ price inductions during ihc uliJmate flnul sprint tii the 
closure Dflhe wcll-knowT) furnistiing house in L^undsluhler Strasse I4r 
The liqulidilicm of thk liimilure aiidoaipeE business "Swed lEonie Ramsrein" is 
Twwal iis bincrend. Appuienity, it had been altcmptcd to ubioin at Icasi a short-lcrm 
exictisitm of the moving out period, unfoiturately wilhout success. As die owners 
have txnifsrmed on request, there is no aliemalive other dian an uhimate sale of tlve 
large inventory in die tickI few clan's until the Iasi piece is gone, 

Tteasuted Oriental rugs in ait sims pattem.s, paintings, mimors and other acces¬ 
sories a.s well as solid wood himilurie have already been reduced up to 75‘J^ uiadEr 
their value, the owner ramily has now^ dcekicd, il is necessary for even more dr^lic 
price eoncessiions. Tlie sales Manager '*So tkit in d fevi' detys ewrythitig 1% reoitp 
even a w/e o /indhidnaf mder jheir fiirmer purrfKi-se price hifti 

approvedr 


Liquidated aie countless oriental carpeLs, from durable qualities to the ftne.st 
knotting art made of silk, from trendy designer rugs to liniclcss classics, from top 
modem for young living lo antique rarities of lasting value, supplemenied by 
home accesKories and furniture. To en.sure that everyone can view the collections 
lopcalcd in Ramstcin, Landstuhler Slrassc 14 (icl. 06371 833 7557), il will be open 
now on Thursday 29 Augu.st. Friday .30 August and Saturdhy 31 August, 10 u.m, 
to 6 pjm. and on Sunday 1 September, I p.m. to 5 p m., as well a.s Monday 2 
September, lOa.m. lo 6p,m. 
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Possible 'parrot fever' exposure at Colorado base 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

Authorities at Fort Carson potentially 
exposed the community to “parrot fever” 
when they failed to replace the carpeting 
in a privatized base home after a spouse 
contracted the highly contagious illness, a 
military medical report said. 

The 24-year-old wife of a junior enlisted 
soldier at the Colorado Army base likely 
contracted the illness from a cockatiel she’d 
raised from a chick, last month’s Medical 
Surveillance Monthly Report said. 

The report blamed Balfour Beatty Com¬ 
munities, a private company that came 
under congressional scrutiny along with 
other base housing providers earlier this 
year after reports of squalid homes and 
numerous servicemember complaints sur¬ 
faced throughout the military. 

However, a company spokeswoman said 
they never were informed of any public 
health concerns by the Fort Carson health 
department, the garrison, the resident or 
anyone else. 

The report described the spouse’s four 
trips to the emergency room over three 
weeks in February 2018 for fever, diar¬ 
rhea, vomiting, cough, dizziness, trouble 
breathing and respiratory failure. After 
being admitted to the hospital she was di¬ 
agnosed with psittacosis pneumonia. 

Psittacosis is popularly known as parrot 
fever because it is transmitted from birds 
to humans. 

Infections in humans can range from 
asymptomatic to life-threatening. The bac- 



U.S. Army 


On-post housing is seen at Fort Carson 
Colo. A study published recently found 
that the chronic illness of a woman who 
lives on the base might be due to her pet 
cockatiel, not poor housing conditions. 

terium in an environment is considered in¬ 
fectious for “many months.” 

“The Fort Carson Department of Envi¬ 
ronmental Health (EH) was consulted to 
discuss the ramifications of an infected 
bird located in on-post housing,” the report 
said. 

The department issued “strong recom¬ 
mendations” for replacing the carpeting as 
part of decontaminating the home. 

But the soldier and his wife couldn’t af¬ 
ford to do it and Balfour Beatty refused to 
do it without payment, the report said. 


“The fact that the patient lived in on-post 
privatized housing posed a barrier to best 
public health practice,” the report said. 
“Despite the strong recommendations 
from Fort Carson health department, the 
private housing company refused to re¬ 
place the carpeting of the patient’s home 
unless paid for by the patient.” 

The “lack of adherence to the Fort Car- 
son public health recommendations poten¬ 
tially left the patient and those that came 
in contact with her bird at potential risk for 
infection,” it said. 

There was a request for carpet replace¬ 
ment for what was described as damage 
by a pet bird, and the residents were told 
they’d have to pay, Balfour Beatty spokes¬ 
woman Maureen Omrod said. Base offi¬ 
cials didn’t say there was a public health 
risk, she said. 

“If we were asked or told by the com¬ 
mand that this had to be done, we would 
have done it,” Omrod said. 

Fort Carson likewise seemed in the dark 
about the public health concerns despite 
being sent a link to the medical journal 
article. 

“When a resident enters into a lease 
agreement for a rental unit and they have 
a pet, under the terms of the agreement, it 
is their responsibility to cover any damage 
caused by their pet,” a base spokeswoman 
wrote in an email before referring Stars 
and Stripes to the company. 

Although a lab test indicated the woman 
had likely been infected with psittacosis, 
the diagnosis was not confirmed. That was 


partly because the couple could not af¬ 
ford having the cockatiel evaluated by the 
avian specialist veterinarian in Colorado 
Springs. 

Omrod noted that the Army has ser¬ 
vices for lower-income families and it was 
strange that in the face of public health 
concerns there was no help to pay for the 
bird testing. 

The costs to have the bird tested and re¬ 
place the carpeting would have been mini¬ 
mal compared with the costs of “multiple 
visits to the (emergency room) and the sub¬ 
sequent hospitalization of the patient,” the 
report said. 

The woman’s condition improved over 
the next few months although she con¬ 
tinued to have a chronic cough and nose¬ 
bleeds, it said. 

In the summer of 2018 she visited the 
ER two more times. 

Housing at Fort Carson is among that of 
56 military housing communities across 
the U.S. owned by Balfour Betty, which is 
registered in England and reported profits 
of about $165 million in the first half of this 
year. 

In February, top Army officials prom¬ 
ised to renegotiate housing contracts with 
companies operating base housing. They 
also ordered tens of thousands of homes 
tested for toxins and said they would hold 
commanders responsible for ensuring de¬ 
cent housing for base residents. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter;@montgomerynance 
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Closure: Website scrubbed 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

and thawing permafrost as cli¬ 
mate-caused events that Defense 
Department installations could 
be vulnerable to in the coming 
20 years. In the Navy alone, the 
January report said 16 installa¬ 
tions are suffering from recur¬ 
rent flooding, 18 from drought 
and seven from wildfires. 

“DoD must be able to adapt 
current and future operations to 
address the impacts of a variety 
of threats and conditions, includ¬ 
ing those from weather and natu¬ 
ral events,” the report said. 

The report listed Navy Region 
Mid-Atlantic and the greater 
Hampton Roads, Va., area among 
the most vulnerable to floods. 

“Sea level rise, land subsidence, 
and changing ocean currents 
have resulted in more frequent 
nuisance flooding and increased 
vulnerability to coastal storms,” 
the report said. 

A former director of Task 
Force Climate Change, retired 
Rear Adm. John White, told E&E 
News that a task force typically 
releases a culminating report on 
its accomplishments or where 
the group’s responsibilities will 
be assigned before its closure. No 
such report was released. 

The Navy’s Energy, Environ¬ 
ment and Climate Change web¬ 
site has been almost completely 
scrubbed. Three small boxes 


with links remain on the bottom 
right of the site, leading to pages 
for “energy,” “environment” and 
“climate change” — the latter of 
which is blank, aside from a bro¬ 
ken link to “climate change fact 
sheets.” 

Emptying the webpage follows 
a trend of disappearing men¬ 
tions of climate change-related 
terms on federal environmental 
websites since President Donald 
Trump took office, according to 
a July 2019 report by the Envi¬ 
ronmental Data and Governance 
Initiative. 

“Over the thousands of web¬ 
sites we monitor, use of the terms 
‘climate change,’ ‘clean energy,’ 
and ‘adaptation’ dropped by 26% 
between 2016 and 2018,” the ini¬ 
tiative reported. “[T]he Trump 
administration has removed cli¬ 
mate change from federal agency 
websites, a clear policy indicator 
in line with withdrawing from the 
Paris Agreement and revoking 
the Clean Power Plan.” 

Trump withdrew the United 
States from the Paris Climate Ac¬ 
cord in 2017 and has voiced skep¬ 
ticism about climate change. 

On Monday, he skipped a Mon¬ 
day G7 session on climate change, 
but White House press secretary 
Stephanie Grisham said Trump’s 
absence was due to a scheduling 
conflict, according to CNN. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 


Afghan leaders expect update 
soon as peace talks progress 


Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan’s govern¬ 
ment expects the US. envoy negotiating with the 
Taliban on ending the war to visit Kabul “in one or 
two days” to share developments in negotiations in 
Qatar, a presidential spokesman said Wednesday. 

Intra-Afghan talks on the country’s political fu¬ 
ture are meant to follow a U.S.-Taliban deal, and 
spokesman Sediq Sediqqi warned that if the Taliban 
continue to reject discussions with the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment “that would be their mistake.” 

A Taliban spokesman said Wednesday the insur¬ 
gent group and US. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad were 
close to a final agreement on ending nearly 18 years 
of fighting. The two sides have held nine rounds of 
talks over the past year. 

A State Department spokesperson said Khalilzad 
and his team have made progress on advancing a 
peace process and negotiations are proceeding but 
there was no estimate for how long it might take to 
“close out” remaining issues. 

The Taliban, which are at their strongest since 
their 2001 defeat in the U.S.-led invasion, have dis¬ 
missed the Afghan government as a US. puppet. 

The uncertainty around the U.S.-Taliban dis¬ 
cussions, which focus on a troop withdrawal in ex¬ 
change for Taliban guarantees that Afghanistan 
will no longer be a haven for global terrorist groups, 
have many Afghans wondering what comes next. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani has insisted that 
the presidential election set for Sept. 28 must go 
ahead as planned to give the government a strong 


mandate in negotiations with the Taliban, but many 
Afghans question whether the vote will take place or 
be swept aside in a U.S.-Taliban deal. 

Presidential spokesman Sediqqi insisted that the 
election will not be delayed, calling it a “red line.” 

He also said the Taliban are a small group and 
cannot stand against a nation of more than 30 mil¬ 
lion people, and the people want the current Islamic 
republic and not an Islamic emirate — the Taliban’s 
name for its self-styled government. 

“We want the fighting to end. It would be very 
good for the Taliban to accept this reality,” he said. 

The US. and NATO formally concluded their 
combat mission in 2014 but about 20,000 American 
and allied troops remain, conducting strikes against 
the local affiliate of Islamic State and the Taliban 
and working to train and build the Afghan military. 

The Taliban want all foreign forces to leave the 
country, but the prospect of a rapid US. troop with¬ 
drawal has created widespread concern that anoth¬ 
er civil war in Afghanistan could follow as various 
armed parties jostle for power. 

Sediqqi said Afghans don’t want US. forces in the 
country forever but “for the time being there is a 
need” to support local forces. A troop withdrawal 
would be based on conditions on the ground, he said, 
but gave no timeline. 

President Donald Trump has said it was “ridicu¬ 
lous” that U.S. troops have been in the country for 
almost 18 years but acknowledged that Afghani¬ 
stan remains dangerous and “we have to have a 
presence.” 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Aid to Afghans in need in doubt if GIs leave 



Rafiq Maqbool/AP 


Mothers along with babies who suffer from malnutrition wait at a UNICEF clinic in Jabai Saraj, north of 
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Monday. An expected United States-Taliban agreement to end nearly 18 years of 
fighting raises questions about whether humanitarian aid will decline as foreign troops withdraw. 


By Cara Anna 
Associated Press 

JEBUL SIRAJ, Afghanistan 
— The children will inherit any 
peace that comes to Afghanistan, 
if only they can live to see it. 

Whimpering and badly mal¬ 
nourished, they are among the 
most vulnerable in a country that 
remains one of the poorest in the 
world. Now an expected U.S.-Tal- 
iban agreement to end nearly 18 
years of fighting raises questions 
about whether the foreign aid 
largely propping up the country 
will drop as troops withdraw. 

Much depends on the Taliban, 
who have indicated they want 
that aid to continue even as they 
call for “invaders” to leave. But 
if the insurgent group tries to as¬ 
sert a harsh form of Islamic law 
across the country or continues 
its attacks, some donors could 
walk away. 

The urgency of aid is seen in 
Jebul Sir^, a mountainside com¬ 
munity north of the capital, Kabul, 
where a burqa-clad woman held 
a gaunt, startled-looking boy 
named Abdullah, 7 months old. 
Days ago, he was at an emergen¬ 
cy ward. Now he sipped curiously 
at a supplement as part of a new 
nutrition monitoring program 
at a clinic in Parwan province 
supported by the United Nations 
children’s agency. Mothers and 
children lined up outside. 

Some 2 million children in Af¬ 
ghanistan face acute malnutri¬ 
tion, according to UNICEF, about 
600,000 of them so severely mal¬ 
nourished that without urgent 
treatment they could die. 

The hospital in nearby Chari- 
kar city treats more than 1,000 
children a month for malnutri¬ 
tion and the problem is growing, 
nurse Fariba Hashimi said. 

“It’s mostly an economic issue, 
for mothers as well,” she said. 
“They can’t breastfeed because 
they don’t have enough income 
to feed themselves.” Aid has 
dropped in recent years, with 


supplemental biscuits and wheat 
flour that was once provided for 
patients now unavailable. 

Health care and other basic 
services are precarious in a coun¬ 
try where the World Bank says 
grants finance some 75% of total 
public expenditures. This year it 
warned against the dire conse¬ 
quences of “any rapid decline in 
international aid flows.” 

Afghanistan has been the larg¬ 
est single recipient of American 
aid since the U.S.-led invasion to 
oust the Taliban in 2001, but de¬ 
spite billions of dollars in assis¬ 
tance more than half of its people 
still live in poverty. US. aid to the 
country was cut in half in 2014, 
the year that U.S. and NATO forc¬ 
es formally ended their combat 


mission. About 20,000 forces re¬ 
main, largely to train and support 
Afghan counterparts. 

If a U.S.-Taliban agreement 
on ending America’s longest war 
brings badly needed peace, Af¬ 
ghanistan could see an increase 
in aid, said Alex Thier, who once 
directed assistance for the coun¬ 
try with the U.S. Agency for In¬ 
ternational Development. But if 
the peace process drags out or 
fails, that could “depress enthusi¬ 
asm for giving,” he warned after 
a visit to Kabul this month. Some 
donors could be reluctant to fund a 
government in which the Taliban 
wield power and don’t respect the 
rights of women and others. 

The Taliban have indicated 
they want international aid to 


continue, and understanding how 
to keep it flowing is part of talks 
with the US., Thier said, citing 
what he has heard from diplo¬ 
mats, Taliban proxies and people 
who met with Taliban leaders in 
intra-Afghan dialogues in Mos¬ 
cow and Qatar this year. 

“Part of the Taliban motiva¬ 
tion in the peace process is, they 
clearly want to avoid being a pa¬ 
riah state as before,” he said. But 
no one knows what they will give 
up to keep receiving support. 

The local UN. humanitarian 
coordinator, Toby Lanzer, who 
has spoken with “all of the author¬ 
ities across Afghanistan,” said he 
believes aid won’t drop, calling 
the country’s case so compelling 
that efforts must continue, what¬ 


ever happens. He has spoken with 
the U.S. and other “particularly 
generous” countries and believes 
donors are in for the long haul. 

Asked how the interest of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s administra¬ 
tion in cutting overall foreign aid 
complicates the situation, Lanzer 
paused for more than 10 seconds 
before saying that “when it comes 
to a strategic location such as Af¬ 
ghanistan, everybody has to chip 
in, and everybody has been chip¬ 
ping in. And I would very much 
count on the continued generosity 
of the people of the United States 
of America, of institutions such as 
USAID, to stay the course.” 

At the Indira Gandhi children’s 
hospital in Kabul, which treats 
70 to 80 malnourished children a 
month, director Dr. Mohammad 
Bashir Qurishi worried about 
how doctors will be paid and 
medicine purchased if aid follows 
troops out of the country. 

In the ward for malnour¬ 
ished children, decorated with 
aid stickers from UNICEF and 
Japan, a nurse pointed out fragile 
toddlers. One 2-year-old, her face 
covered in tape to keep a nasal 
feeding tube in place, breathed 
with discomfort, a Barbie-like 
doll next to her on her pillow. 

Nearby was Bibi Warai. Her 2- 
year-old granddaughter had just 
died at home outside the eastern 
city of Jalalabad, and now the 
girl’s 3-year-old sister, Humaira, 
was undergoing treatment. After 
their hours-long journey to the 
capital she wished for more such 
wards so that all Afghans can 
reach help in time. 

“My son told me, ‘How can you 
leave us at this time of mourn¬ 
ing?”’ she said. “I told him, ‘I 
can’t stay, I have to take my child 
for treatment.’ Maybe God will 
help us, and she will survive.” 

She placed her hand gently on 
the girl’s forehead and began to 
cry. 


Green Beret killed in Afghanistan deployed 7 times 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Army Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. Jose J. Gonzalez, one of 
two Green Berets killed in action 
during a raid last week in north¬ 
ern Afghanistan, was a father of 
two and a veteran of seven deploy¬ 
ments who had been previously 
wounded in combat, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Gonzalez, 35, spent 17 years 
in the U.S. military, initially as a 
Marine before joining the Army 
and serving as an infantrymen 
and later a Special Forces engi¬ 
neer, according to military bio¬ 
graphical information released 
Tuesday. Gonzalez’s family ini¬ 
tially requested the Army with¬ 
hold information about the fallen 
soldier, including his service pho¬ 
tograph, but approved the release 


of some details and the photo 
Tuesday afternoon, a U.S. Army 
Special Operations Command 
spokesman said. 

Gonzalez was a member of the 
Army’s 7th Special Forces Group 
based at Eglin Air Force Base 
on Florida’s panhandle. He was 
killed with Army Master Sgt. Luis 
F. Deleon-Figueroa during a raid 
alongside Afghan special forces 
in Faryab province, according 
to U.S. and Afghan officials. The 
Taliban claimed responsibility 
for the soldiers’ deaths. 

Gonzalez and Deleon-Figueroa 
were posthumously promoted to 
master sergeant and awarded 
the Purple Heart and Bronze 
Star Medal, according to Army 
statements. 

The Purple Heart was the sec¬ 
ond for Gonzalez, who was wound¬ 
ed in action on a prior deployment. 



Master Sgt. Jose J. Gonzalez 


The Army did not disclose when 
or in which country Gonzalez was 
previously wounded. The service 
said he had served in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan and had also deployed 


in 2018 to South America. 

Gonzalez’s other awards in¬ 
cluded two additional Bronze Star 
Medals including one with com¬ 
bat “V” device for valor, three 
Army Commendation Medals, 
the Combat Infantryman Badge, 
Parachutist Badge, Special Op¬ 
erations Diver Supervisor Badge, 
the Special Forces Tab and the 
Navy Sea Service Deployment 
Ribbon from his time in the Ma¬ 
rine Corps. 

He joined 1st Battalion, 7th Spe¬ 
cial Forces Group in 2014 after 
completing the grueling Special 
Forces Qualification Course, ac¬ 
cording to the Army. 

Gonzalez is survived by his 
wife, Brenda, and two children, 
according to a verified GoFund- 
Me campaign set up in his honor. 

Officials said the bodies of Gon¬ 
zalez and Deleon-Figueroa were 


returned to the United States on 
Friday. Their deaths marked the 
13th and 14th combat fatalities 
among American troops in Af¬ 
ghanistan in 2019, making it the 
deadliest year for U.S. service- 
members there since 2014. 

Their deaths also come as the 
United States and the Taliban ap¬ 
pear to be closing in on an agree¬ 
ment that could bring home at 
least some of the roughly 14,000 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan. 

The two sides have reported 
they are ironing out final details 
of such an accord during talks in 
Doha, Qatar, which could eventu¬ 
ally end US. involvement in the 
18-year war in exchange for the 
Taliban ensuring terrorist net¬ 
works would not find safe harbor 
in Afghanistan. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 










Thursday, August 29,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page? 


MILITARY 


Maj. Timothy 
Cox lifts 
weights during 
physical 
training as lead 
strength coach 
Mike Edwards 
supervises him 
in the fitness 
training facility 
at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. Cox 
scored 600 
on the Army 
Combat Fitness 
Test. 

Shawn Casey 

U.S. Army 



Texas-based soldier gets perfect 
score on new Army fitness test 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

A Texas-based officer has re¬ 
corded the first perfect score on 
the Army’s new fitness test. 

Timothy Cox, who serves 
with the 22nd Chemical Battalion 
at Fort Bliss, scored a 600 on the 
Army Combat Fitness Test. 

“There is going to be a culture 
change in the Army,” Cox said 
in an Army statement about the 
implications of the new test. “I 
think it has been a long time com¬ 
ing and I am excited.” 

Cox first took the ACFT in De¬ 
cember and registered a near¬ 
perfect 587. At the time, he set a 


goal to hit the 600 mark. 

He boosted his score in subse¬ 
quent tests before finally posting 
a 600 score in mid-July, the state¬ 
ment said. 

His effort bested a previous 
record set in June by Spc. Ryan 
Sowder of the Kentucky National 
Guard, who scored a 597. 

The ACFT will replace the 
Army Physical Fitness Test. It’s 
been in the works for several 
years, with select units testing 
exercises intended to better mea¬ 
sure for the kind of fitness re¬ 
quired in combat. 

The new test puts greater em¬ 
phasis on strength exercises and 
includes deadlifts, standing power 


throws, hand-release pushups, 
sprint-drag-carry drills, leg tucks 
and a 2-mile run. The current fit¬ 
ness test only requires pushups, 
situps and a 2-mile run. 

In October, soldiers will begin 
taking two trial tests six months 
apart. The results won’t count, 
but by fall 2020 it will become the 
Army’s official test of record. 

Cox said the new test demands 
building up leg and core strength 
as well as a powerful grip. 

“Embrace the change, because 
like it or not, it’s coming,” Cox 
said. 

vandiver.john(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


2 plead guilty in Landstuhl home invasion 


By Karin Zeitvogel 

Stars and Stripes 

ZWEIBRUECKEN, Germany 
— Two of the men accused in 
the violent invasion of an Ameri¬ 
can family’s home in Landstuhl 
pleaded guilty Tuesday to at¬ 
tempted burglary in a break-in 
during which another intruder 
was fatally stabbed by a resident. 

The two were part of a group of 
four that showed up at a home in 
Landstuhl on a Sunday evening 
in February, intending to break 
in and steal high-value objects 
that they were told by a moving 
company employee were in the 
residence, according to court tes¬ 
timony Tuesday. 

Under German law, their 
guilty pleas mean the American 
couple whose home was invaded 
and many other witnesses were 
no longer required to testify, the 
judge said. But a moving compa¬ 
ny employee will be summoned to 
give evidence next week when the 
trial resumes, she said. 

The suspects face up to 15 years 
in prison if convicted of attempted 
burglary and one additional year 
for failing to help the suspect who 
died after being stabbed by the 
American father. 

While both defendants on 
Tuesday admitted they had gone 
to the Americans’ home to bur¬ 
glarize it, one of them contested 
the charge that he had failed to 
help the suspect who died — one 
of three brothers involved in the 


home invasion. 

Both of the accused said in 
statements read by their lawyers 
that the dead suspect had master¬ 
minded the attempted burglary. 

They also said they were sur¬ 
prised when the American father 
opened the door after they rang 
the bell. 

“It’s true that I, with my broth¬ 
ers and (the fourth man), went to 
the house to take things,” suspect 
J.M., who under German law can 
only be referred to by his initials, 
said in a statement read by lawyer 
Phillip Goetze. “But in my mind, 
no one was going to be home.” 

“We stood, still as stones, in 
front of the door when the Ameri¬ 
can opened it,” said the other sus¬ 
pect, J.R., in his statement. 

But the brother who later died 
immediately forced his way into 
the house as the other three scuf¬ 
fled with the American father, 
who eventually pushed them out 
of the residence and slammed the 
door, J.M. said. 

The father, a former Air Force 
m^or who had moved to Ger¬ 
many to work as a Defense De¬ 
partment civilian employee, then 
grabbed a kitchen knife and ran 
upstairs where the lone suspect 
who’d entered the house was at¬ 
tacking the mother, according to 
previous testimony. Three chil¬ 
dren were also at home. 

The American stabbed the sus¬ 
pect as he chased him out of the 
house. 

“(He) came back out, very badly 


injured,” J.M. told the court. The 
brothers and J.R. bundled the 
wounded man into a van and 
drove to a village about 10 miles 
away, where J.M. said he rang 
the doorbell of another home, this 
time to ask for help. 

That home, too, was the resi¬ 
dence of a former U.S. service- 
member and his German wife, 
who were expecting their daugh¬ 
ter and grandchild to stop by, they 
testified separately on Tuesday. 

When the wife opened the door, 
“there was a tall man standing 
there, and he said, ‘Please call an 
ambulance. My brother’s badly 
hurt,”’ she recalled. 

Her husband, a retired military 
policeman, performed CPR on 
H.M., the couple testified. They 
were unaware of the violent home 
invasion, the husband told the 
court. 

The retired MP said the suspect 
was dead when he arrived, add¬ 
ing that he had two stab wounds 
below the left shoulder blade and 
one in the lower back. 

J.M. “was the only one who 
tried to help” the dying man, he 
said. The other two “got in the 
van and drove off” when the 
American and J.M. approached 
them, he said. 

The trial is set to resume Tues¬ 
day morning. That afternoon, 
the trial of the other surviving 
brother, referred to as A.M., will 
begin. 

zeitvogel.karin@stripes.com 


IG: Moran's use 
of private email 
violated policy 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Retired Adm. Bill Moran 
showed poor judgment and broke 
Pentagon rules by using his per¬ 
sonal email account to conduct 
official communications with a 
former officer who had been dis¬ 
ciplined for sexual misconduct, 
an investigation has found. 

Moran’s use of his private 
email account to conduct Penta¬ 
gon business as the vice chief of 
naval opera¬ 
tions violat¬ 
ed Pentagon 
policies, the 
Defense De¬ 
partment 
Inspector 
General said 
in a report 
released 
Wednesday. 

Moran had 
been tapped 
as the next chief of naval opera¬ 
tions earlier this year but declined 
the nomination and abruptly sub¬ 
mitted his retirement in early 
July, shortly after his use of pri¬ 
vate email to communicate with 
the former officer and other Navy 
personnel came to the attention of 
his superiors. 

In response to the IG’s findings, 
Moran said that he continued 
to consult with the former offi¬ 
cer — who had previously been 
identified as former Cmdr. Chris 
Servello — because the Navy’s 
top public affairs office “was a 
mess” and because Servello was 
a talented communicator who de¬ 
served another chance. 

Investigators had previously 
found that Servello, dressed as 
Santa Claus, behaved inappropri¬ 
ately with three female colleagues 
at a December 2016 Pentagon 
holiday party. 

Servello was removed from 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
John M. Richardson’s staff 
and sent to a position where, 
Richardson told Congress, he 
had no influence or leadership 
responsibilities. 

Richardson was concerned 
to learn that Moran continued 


to consult with Servello, he told 
investigators. 

It was no surprise that Moran, 
who was a friend of Servello’s, 
had stayed in contact, Richard¬ 
son said, but a quick scan of the 
emails showed the ousted officer 
was writing speeches, offering 
public affairs advice and helping 
Moran prepare for congressional 
testimony. 

It amounted to Pentagon busi¬ 
ness being done on private email, 
“done with [the Navy commander] 
who was very visibly disciplined 
and dismissed from my staff” 

The IG also rebuked Richard¬ 
son last year for not disciplining 
Servello sooner, following the 
holiday party. 

The IG reviewed more than 
570 pages of emails from Moran’s 
Gmail account, dated from the 
day after the holiday party in 
2016 through June 5 of this year, 
days before his tenure as the sec¬ 
ond-highest Navy officer ended. 
Besides Servello, Moran’s per¬ 
sonal account included messages 
to 12 other Navy employees. 

The emails came to light after a 
reporter filed a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act request. 

Moran defended his use of 
private email, saying he started 
using it for work purposes in 2013, 
while traveling extensively. He 
said personal email allowed him 
to “get at and read things quickly 
in an airport, in a car, in a train, 
whatever it is” because govern¬ 
ment-issued devices and systems 
were unreliable. 

But DOD policies prohibit the 
use of personal email accounts 
for official communications, the 
IG report said, and “convenience 
is not an acceptable reason” to use 
such accounts. Moran also hadn’t 
sought an exception to policy, it 
found. 

In an email to senior Navy lead¬ 
ers after Moran submitted his re¬ 
quest to retire in July, Richardson 
wrote that “the nature of his col¬ 
laboration (with Servello) made it 
untenable for him to serve as the 
CNO.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Financier’s accuser: Prince shouid come ciean 


Associated Press 

LONDON — An alleged victim 
of Jeffrey Epstein who claims 
she was also farmed out for sex 
with Britain’s Prince Andrew has 
challenged the British royal to 
speak up, saying, “He knows ex¬ 
actly what he’s done and I hope he 
comes clean about it.” 

The jet-setting middle son of 
Queen Elizabeth II was a years- 
long friend of the financier who 
killed himself while awaiting 
trial on sex trafficking charges. 
But the prince strenuously denies 
any knowledge of criminal behav¬ 
ior by Epstein and has described 
himself as “appalled” by allega¬ 
tions from many women who ac¬ 
cused Epstein of sexual abuse. 

Among them is Virginia Rob¬ 


erts Giuffre. 
She has said 
she was a 
15-year-old 
working at 
PresidentDon- 
ald Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago 
club when 
she was re¬ 
cruited to 
Prince Andrew perform 

sex acts on 

Epstein. 

Giuffre said in a sworn affidavit 
that she was flown on Epstein’s 
private planes to his properties 
in New Mexico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, Paris and New York, and 
said meetings were also arranged 
for sex in London and elsewhere 
with Prince Andrew. 


Without making specific new 
allegations against the British 
royal, Giuffre used a New York 
court appearance Tuesday to 
heap more attention on Andrew’s 
links to Epstein. 

“He knows what he’s done and 
he can attest to that,” Giuffre told 
reporters outside the courthouse 
after she and 15 other women 
testified about abuse they allege 
they suffered at Epstein’s hands. 

Pressed for additional com¬ 
ment, she added: “He knows ex¬ 
actly what he’s done and I hope 
he comes clean about it. Thank 
you.” 

There was no mention of the 
prince during the court hearing 
itself But Giuffre’s comments 
outside were widely reported in 
the British media Wednesday, 


focusing further scrutiny on the 
59-year-old prince whose 10-year 
marriage with Sarah Ferguson 
ended in divorce in 1996, three 
years before the prince says he 
first met Epstein. 

In a statement Saturday the 
prince, who served in the Royal 
Navy and worked in an ambas¬ 
sadorial role promoting Britain 
as an investment destination, said 
he saw Epstein “infrequently and 
probably no more than only once 
or twice a year. I have stayed in a 
number of his residences.” 

A photo in court records shows 
Andrew with his arm around Gi¬ 
uffre’s waist. 

Brad Edwards, a lawyer rep¬ 
resenting Epstein accusers, said 
Tuesday that he would welcome 
Andrew’s help in trying to seek 


justice for the women. 

“I personally extended that in¬ 
vitation to Prince Andrew multi¬ 
ple times. Anytime, we are ready 
and we have a lot of questions for 
him,” he said. “We have specific 
pointed questions and if he really 
wants to help, then we want his 
help.” 

In his written statement, An¬ 
drew said, “At no stage during 
the limited time I spent with him 
did I see, witness or suspect any 
behaviour of the sort that sub¬ 
sequently led to his arrest and 
conviction.” 

That referred to Epstein’s 2008 
conviction after pleading guilty to 
prostitution-related state charges. 
Epstein served 13 months behind 
bars. 




Ramon Espinosa/AP 


Men board up a shop’s windows Tuesday ahead of the arrival of Tropical Storm Dorian in Boqueron, 
Puerto Rico. 


Puerto 
Rico 
braces 
for storm 

By Danica Goto 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
Tropical Storm Dorian threat¬ 
ened Puerto Rico with a direct 
hit at near-hurricane force on 
Wednesday and forecasters said 
it could strengthen further as it 
approaches the U.S. mainland. 

The storm was expected to 
pass over or near Puerto Rico, 
with landslides, widespread 
flooding and power outages pos¬ 
sible in what is expected to be 
the first m^or test of emergency 
preparedness since Hurricane 
Maria devastated the island in 
2017. President Donald Trump 
declared an emergency Tuesday 
night and ordered federal assis¬ 
tance for local authorities. 

“Practically the entire island 
will be under sustained tropi¬ 
cal storm force winds,” Roberto 
Garcia, director of US. National 
Weather Service San Juan, said 
during a press conference late 
Tuesday. 

However, he said the forecast 
could keep changing, adding that 
late shifts occur with storms such 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Johnny 
Isakson, a Republican from Geor¬ 
gia and chairman of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that he will 
resign at the end of the year be¬ 
cause of health problems. 

The longtime senator, 74, was 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis¬ 
ease in 2013. He was hospitalized 
in July after he fell in his Wash- 


as Dorian that do not have a well- 
defined center. 

The storm earlier had been pro¬ 
jected to brush the western part of 
the U.S. territory and the change 
in the storm’s course caught many 
off guard in the tiny island of Vi¬ 
eques just east of Puerto Rico, a 
popular tourist destination that 
now lies in Dorian’s path. 

“I’m in shock,” Vilma Santana 
said in a phone interview, adding 
that she’s relieved it’s not a hurri¬ 
cane. “Thank God it’s a storm.” 


ington apartment, suffering four 
fractured ribs and a torn rotator 
cuff On Monday, he underwent 
surgery in Marietta, Ga., to re¬ 
move a carcinoma from one of his 
kidneys, according to a statement 
from his office. 

Isakson was first elected to the 
Senate in 2004 and was reelected 
to a third term in 2016. He took 
over the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee in 2015, succeeding 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. 

During that time, he’s helped 


A still-uncertain long-term 
forecast would have Dorian near¬ 
ing Florida at hurricane strength 
by Sunday or Monday. 

Trump sent a tweet assuring 
that “We are tracking closely 
tropical storm Dorian as it heads, 
as usual, to Puerto Rico. FEMA 
and all others are ready, and will 
do a great job.” 

He added a jab at Puerto Rican 
officials who have accused the 
government of a slow and inad¬ 
equate response to Hurricane 


garner bipartisan support for 
several pieces of Department of 
Veterans Affairs reform legisla¬ 
tion, including the VA Mission 
Act, which expands the number 
of veterans who are eligible to re¬ 
ceive private sector health care. 

Republican and Democratic 
lawmakers reacted sadly to the 
news of Isakson’s resignation. 
He’s known as a cordial, old- 
school senator, and for the past 
11 years has hosted an annual 
barbecue lunch for senators from 


Maria: “When they do, let them 
know it, and give them a big 
Thank You - Not like last time. 
That includes from the incompe¬ 
tent Mayor of San Juan!” 

Early Wednesday, Dorian was 
located about 60 miles southeast 
of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands. 
The U.S. National Hurricane 
Center said it had strengthened 
slightly, with maximum sustained 
winds of 60 mph while moving 
northwest at 13 mph. 


both sides of the aisle. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
described Isakson as the “gold 
standard” for a U.S. senator. 

Isakson plans to return to 
Washington when the Senate goes 
back into session Sept. 9 to finish 
out the year. 

His resignation, which takes 
effect Dec. 31, prompted specula¬ 
tion about his replacement. Geor¬ 
gia Gov. Brian Kemp will name a 
replacement to serve until a spe¬ 
cial election can be held in 2020. 


Opioid suit 
reportedly 
nears big 
settlement 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Purdue 
Pharma and the thousands of 
state and local governments suing 
the maker of OxyContin over the 
nation’s deadly opioid crisis are 
negotiating a $10 billion to $12 
billion settlement under which 
the Sackler family would give up 
ownership of the company, ac¬ 
cording to published reports. 

Under the proposal, the Sack- 
lers would contribute $3 billion 
of their own money toward the 
total, and the company would file 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy and 
transform itself into a “public 
beneficiary trust,” with all prof¬ 
its from drug sales going to the 
plaintiffs. The New York Times 
reported Wednesday. It said a 
document outlining the tentative 
agreement was described to the 
newspaper. 

Also, Purdue Pharma would 
supply its addiction treatment 
drugs free to the public, and the 
Sacklers would sell another phar¬ 
maceutical company, Mundiphar- 
ma, which would add $1.5 billion 
to the settlement, the Times said. 

In a statement, the Stamford, 
Conn.-based company did not con¬ 
firm any of the details — some of 
them also reported by NBC — but 
said it sees little good in years of 
“wasteful litigation and appeals.” 

Paul Farrell Jr., a lead plain¬ 
tiffs’ lawyer representing local 
governments, said all sides re¬ 
main under a gag order. 

Attorneys general representing 
several states also confirmed the 
accelerated negotiations. 

The settlement talks involve 
more than 2,000 lawsuits against 
the company and other players in 
the painkiller industry over the 
opioid overdose epidemic that has 
killed more than 400,000 people 
in the U.S. since 2000 and torn 
apart communities. 


Head of Senate veterans committee to resign at year’s end 

By Nikki Wentling 
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Building: Project reportedly will divert DOD money from states 



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

A quality assurance representative for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Task Force Barrier inspects the 
collection of soil samples along the southern U.S. border near Lukeville, Ariz., on Aug. 14. The samples 
are examined to learn how soil composition may affect structures like the border wall. 


Court records; Esper OKs more wall funds 


By Rose L. Thayer 
Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper has approved spending Defense Depart¬ 
ment funds to build another 20 miles of wall 
along the U.S.-Mexico border, according to court 
documents filed Tuesday. 

The increase in miles of border wall was ap¬ 
proved after “lower than expected” contract 
costs for the previously approved 129 miles of 
border wall under former acting Defense Secre¬ 
tary Pat Shanahan. 

Earlier this year, Shanahan approved $2.5 
billion to be transferred to the Army Corps of 
Engineers to award contracts for border wall 
construction. The money was pulled from drug 
interdiction funds following plans outlined in 
President Donald Trump’s Feb. 15 declaration of 
a national emergency at the border. 

The court documents, which include a memo 


from Esper to the Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity on Monday approving the expansion, were 
filed as part of a lawsuit to stop Pentagon funds 
from being used to build the wall. The American 
Civil Liberties Union filed the lawsuit in Califor¬ 
nia on behalf of the Sierra Club and the Southern 
Border Communities Coalition. The Supreme 
Court last month ruled against a hold on the 
funds related to the lawsuit, which is now in the 
hands of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

A defense official at the Pentagon, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, confirmed the ad¬ 
ditional miles of southern border wall, but the of¬ 
ficial did not provide further details. 

The court documents state the newly approved 
wall will be 30-foot-tall fencing with roads and 
lighting. It will be built in three different areas 
in the Yuma and Tucson sectors of the border in 
Arizona. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

When aides have suggested 
that some orders are illegal or 
unworkable. Trump has suggest¬ 
ed he would pardon the officials 
if they would just go ahead, aides 
said. He has waved off worries 
about contracting procedures 
and the use of eminent domain, 
saying “take the land,” accord¬ 
ing to officials who attended the 
meetings. 

“Don’t worry. I’ll pardon you,” 
he has told officials in meetings 
about the wall. 

“He said people expected him 
to build a wall, and it had to be 
done by the election,” one former 
official said. 

Asked for comment, a White 
House official, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity, said 
Trump is joking when he makes 
such statements about pardons. 

Deputy White House press 
secretary Hogan Gidley said 
Tuesday that the president is 
protecting the country with the 
addition of new border barriers. 
He said internal criticisms of 
Trump “are just more fabrica¬ 
tions by people who hate the fact 
the status quo, that has crippled 
this country for decades, is final¬ 
ly changing as President Trump 
is moving quicker than anyone in 
history to build the wall, secure 
the border and enact the very im¬ 
migration policies the American 
people voted for.” 

Pentagon funding 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
is expected to approve a White 
House request to divert $3.6 bil¬ 
lion in Pentagon funds to the 
barrier project in coming weeks, 
money that Trump sought after 
lawmakers refused to allocate $5 
billion. The funds will be pulled 
from Defense Department proj¬ 
ects in 26 states, according to 
administration officials who, 
like others, spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to describe the 
matter. 

Trump’s determination to build 
the barriers as quickly as possible 
has not diminished his interest in 
the aesthetic aspects of the proj¬ 
ect, particularly the requirement 
that the looming steel barriers 
be painted black and topped with 
sharpened tips. 

In a meeting at the White House 
on May 23, Trump ordered the 
Army Corps and the Department 
of Homeland Security to paint the 
structure black, according to in¬ 
ternal communications reviewed 
by The Washington Post. 

Administration officials have 
stopped trying to talk him out of 
the demands, and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers is preparing 
to instruct contractors to apply 
black paint or coating to all new 
barrier fencing, the communica¬ 
tions show. 

Trump conceded last year in 
an immigration meeting with 
lawmakers that a wall or barrier 
is not the most effective mecha¬ 
nism to curb illegal immigration, 
recognizing it would accomplish 
less than a mqjor expansion of 
U.S. enforcement powers and de¬ 
portation authority. But he told 
lawmakers that his supporters 


want a wall and that he has to de¬ 
liver it. 

Former White House chief of 
staff John Kelly would often tell 
administration officials to disre¬ 
gard the president’s demands if 
Kelly did not think they were fea¬ 
sible or legally sound, according 
to current and former aides. 

During a conference call last 
week, officials at U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection told Army 
Corps engineers that the hun¬ 
dreds of miles of fencing must 
be completed before the next 
presidential election, according 
to administration officials with 
knowledge of the call who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to de¬ 
scribe internal communications. 

“Border Patrol insists on com¬ 
pressed acquisition timelines, 
and we consent. Their goal is to 
get contracts awarded, not for 
us to get a quality contract with 
a thoroughly vetted contractor,” 
said one senior official who is 
concerned the agency has been 


hurried to hand out contracts as 
quickly as possible. 

Military officials expect more 
contract protests because the ar¬ 
rangements have been rushed, 
the official added. The Army 
Corps already has had to take 
corrective actions for two pro¬ 
curement contracts, after compa¬ 
nies protested. 

Safeguards waived 

The companies building the 
fencing and access roads have 
been taking heavy earth-moving 
equipment into environmentally 
sensitive border areas adjacent to 
U.S. national parks and wildlife 
preserves, but the administra¬ 
tion has waived procedural safe¬ 
guards and impact studies, citing 
national security concerns. 

“They don’t care how much 
money is spent, whether landown¬ 
ers’ rights are violated, whether 
the environment is damaged, 
the law, the regs or even prudent 


business practices,” the senior of¬ 
ficial said. 

CBP has suggested no longer 
writing risk-assessment memos 
“related to the fact that we don’t 
have real estate rights and how 
this will impact construction,” 
the official said. 

While Trump has insisted that 
the barriers be painted, the cost 
of painting them will reduce the 
length of the fence the govern¬ 
ment will be able to build. Ac¬ 
cording to the internal analysis, 
painting or coating 175 miles of 
barriers “will add between $70 
million and $133 million in cost,” 
trimming the amount of fencing 
the Army Corps will be able to 
install by 4 to 7 miles. 

In June, teams of U.S. soldiers 
painted a one-mile section of 
fence in Calexico, Calif, at a cost 
of $1 million. The coating, known 
as “matte black” or “flat black,” 
absorbs heat, making the fence 
hot to the touch, more slippery 
and therefore tougher to climb. 


according to border agents. 

At Trump’s behest, the Army 
Corps also is preparing to in¬ 
struct contractors to remove from 
the upper part of the fence the 
smooth metal plates that are used 
to thwart climbers. The president 
considered that design feature 
unsightly, according to officials 
familiar with his directives. 

Instead, contractors have been 
asked to cut the tips of the steel 
bollards to a sharpened point. 
Trump had told aides this spring 
he thought the barrier should be 
spiked to instill a fear of injury. 

The change in the bollard de¬ 
sign is likely to reduce the over¬ 
all length of the barrier by 2 to 3 
miles, according to the adminis¬ 
tration’s cost assessments. 

Trump remains keen to tout 
incremental progress toward his 
wall-building commitments, and 
in recent weeks, top Homeland 
Security officials have taken to 
Twitter to promote the advances. 

Administration officials in¬ 
volved in the project also defended 
the president’s use of eminent do¬ 
main laws to speed the process. 

“There is no more constitution¬ 
ally permissible public purpose 
for eminent domain than national 
defense,” said a current adminis¬ 
tration official who was not autho¬ 
rized to speak on the record about 
the contracting process. 

“Our intention is to negotiate 
with every property owner, and 
every property owner will re¬ 
ceive fair market value for the 
land,” the official said. 

Still on track 

CBP and Pentagon officials 
insist they remain on track to 
complete about 450 miles of fenc¬ 
ing by the election. Of that, about 
110 miles will be added to areas 
where there is currently no bar¬ 
rier. The height of the structure 
will vary between 18 and 30 feet. 

The Border Patrol’s strategic 
planning and analysis office has 
not made a final decision on the 
black paint or other White House 
design requests. 

“Ultimately, we’ll do our as¬ 
sessment and determine what is 
the best for us operationally,” said 
Brian Martin, the office’s chief, 
adding that the agency is wait¬ 
ing to get border agents’ feedback 
on whether the coating would be 
beneficial. 

Trump has recently urged the 
Army Corps to award a contract 
to a company he favors. North 
Dakota-based Fisher Industries, 
though the firm has not been se¬ 
lected. Fisher has been aggres¬ 
sively pushed by Trump ally Sen. 
Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., who brief¬ 
ly held up the confirmation of a 
Trump budget office nominee 
last month in an attempt to put 
pressure on the Army Corps. 

Cramer demanded to see the 
contracts awarded to Fisher’s 
competitors, lashing out at the 
“arrogance” of the Army Corps 
in emails to military officials 
after he was told the bidding pro¬ 
cess involved proprietary infor¬ 
mation that could not be shared. 
The CEO of Fisher Industries is a 
mqjor backer of Cramer and has 
donated to his campaigns. 
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Former Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
writes in a new book, without mentioning 
President Donald Trump explicitly, that 
world leaders need to appreciate the 
value of allies. 


Mattis book warns against alienating allies 


By John Wagner 
AND Karen DeYoung 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Former Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis, who resigned last 
year after clashing with President Donald 
Trump, says in a new book excerpt that “I 
did as well as I could for as long as I could” 
and warns of the dangers of a leader who is 
not committed to working with allies. 

Mattis, who announced his resignation 
in December after Trump shocked Ameri¬ 
can allies and overruled his advisers by 
announcing a withdrawal from Syria, 
writes in “Call Sign Chaos: Learning to 
Lead” that he decided to depart “when my 
concrete solutions and strategic advice, 
especially keeping faith with our allies, no 
longer resonated.” 

Although Mattis’ views were no secret 


when he served in Trump’s Cabinet, he 
had resolutely maintained near total public 
silence since resigning eight months ago. 

The immediate cause of his departure 
was a Trump tweet ordering an abrupt, 
complete military withdrawal from Syria, 
but Mattis was at odds with the president’s 
views and actions on a number of issues 
and offended by what he saw as Trump’s 
disregard of longtime U.S. alliances. 

In his book excerpt, published Wednes¬ 
day by The Wall Street Journal, Mattis 
writes about the need for leaders to appre¬ 
ciate the value of allies without explicitly 
mentioning Trump, who has made a slogan 
of “America First.” 

“Nations with allies thrive, and those 
without them wither,” Mattis writes. 
“Alone, America cannot protect our people 
and our economy. At this time, we can see 
storm clouds gathering. A polemicist’s role 


is not sufficient for a leader. A leader must 
display strategic acumen that incorporates 
respect for those nations that have stood 
with us when trouble loomed.” 

Mattis argues for “returning to a stra¬ 
tegic stance that includes the interests of 
as many nations as we can make common 
cause with.” 

“Absent this,” he says, “we will occupy 
an increasingly lonely position, one that 
puts us at increasing risk in the world.” 

The excerpt follows Trump’s attendance 
at the 45th annual Group of Seven summit, 
held in France, marked by his ongoing re¬ 
jection of climate change concerns of his 
fellow leaders of global democracies, his 
call for Russian President Vladimir Putin 
to be readmitted to the G-7 and his erratic 
behavior toward trade negotiations with 
China. 


Federal judge temporarily blocks Missouri’s 8-week abortion ban 


Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A 
new Missouri ban on abor¬ 
tions at or after eight weeks of 
pregnancy won’t take effect 
Wednesday after a federal judge 
temporarily blocked it from being 
implemented. 

U.S. District Judge Howard 
Sachs put a pause on the law as a 


legal challenge plays out in court. 
He said Planned Parenthood and 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Missouri likely will suc¬ 
ceed in their lawsuit alleging that 
the law is unconstitutional. 

Similar laws have been struck 
down in North Dakota and Iowa. 

Missouri already has some of 
the nation’s most restrictive abor¬ 


tion regulations. A clinic in St. 
Louis is the only one in the state 
that performs abortions. 

Sachs’ ruling says allowing 
the eight-week abortion ban to 
be enforced would have blocked 
about half of reported abortions 
in Missouri. 

The judge wrote that it would 
amount to “significant interfer¬ 


ence with plaintiffs’ service and 
the rights of its prospective pa¬ 
tients.” The law includes excep¬ 
tions for medical emergencies, 
but not for rape or incest. 

Missouri lawmakers expected 
a court challenge and included 
a series of less-restrictive bans 
ranging from 14 weeks up to 20 
weeks in the measure in hopes 


that one would be upheld. It’s un¬ 
clear if any of the bans on abor¬ 
tions before fetuses are viable 
outside the womb, which can be 
from 24 to 28 weeks, will stick. 

Sachs will allow one portion of 
the policy to take effect: a ban on 
abortions based solely on race, 
sex or a diagnosis indicating the 
potential for Down syndrome. 
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Suspicious deaths 
at VA hospitai in 
W.Va. spark probe 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Federal law 
enforcement and the Office of In¬ 
spector General are investigating 
multiple suspicious deaths at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
hospital in Clarksburg, W.Va., 
one of which was confirmed by a 
medical examiner as a homicide. 

Details of potential wrongdo¬ 
ing were outlined last week in 
a wrongful death claim filed 
against the VA by the family of 
retired Army Sgt. Felix McDer¬ 
mott. McDermott, a Vietnam War 
veteran, died April 9, 2018, at the 
Louis A. Johnson VA Medical 
Center. 

An autopsy report included 
with the claim confirms McDer¬ 
mott’s cause of death as a homi¬ 
cide. He was injected with a fatal 
dose of insulin into the abdomen, 
which wasn’t ordered by a doctor, 
according to the claim. 

McDermott, who had expe¬ 
rienced a stroke, suffered from 
dementia and physical disability. 
He went to the hospital in April 
2018 after developing aspiration 
pneumonia. McDermott was not 
diabetic and had no history of 
needing insulin, the claim reads. 

“He was showing clear im¬ 
provement in his medical con¬ 
dition when he was negligently, 
wrongfully or intentionally in¬ 
jected with insulin,” the claim 
reads. “If the medical examiner’s 
conclusion is correct, Felix Kirk 
McDermott was murdered while 
he was in the care and custody of 
the Louis A. Johnson VA Medical 
Center.” 

McDermott’s body was ex¬ 
humed in October 2018 and sent 
to Dover Air Force Base in Dela¬ 
ware for an autopsy under order 
of the VA Office of Inspector 
General, the claim states. The 
claim also alleges evidence exists 
that “nine or ten” other patients 
at the Clarksburg VA were also 
wrongfully injected with insulin 
into their abdomen, causing their 
deaths. 

According to the claim, Mc¬ 
Dermott’s family was told by VA 
investigators that there was a 
person of interest in the deaths. 
The VA Office of Inspector Gen¬ 
eral said Tuesday in a statement 
that it has been investigating al¬ 
legations of potential wrongdoing 
at the hospital. 

“At this time, we cannot com¬ 
ment further on those activities,” 
the statement reads. “As is always 
the case, the VA [Office of Inspec¬ 
tor General] works with the de¬ 
partment to identify and urgently 
address allegations related to pa¬ 
tient safety.” 

On Monday, Sen. Joe Manchin, 
D-W.Va., spoke to VA Secretary 
Robert Wilkie and Glenn Snider, 



McDermott family 


Retired Army Sgt. Felix 
McDermott died April 9, 2018, 
at the Louis A. Johnson VA 
Medical Center in Clarksburg, 
W.Va. 

director of the Clarksburg hospi¬ 
tal. The person of interest in the 
deaths is “no longer in any con¬ 
tact with veterans at the VA facil¬ 
ity,” Manchin said in a statement. 

“These crimes shock the con¬ 
science, and I’m still appalled 
they were not only committed but 
that our veterans, who have sac¬ 
rificed so much for our country, 
were the victims,” Manchin said. 
“I will do everything in my power 
to investigate these accusations 
and get to the bottom of what 
happened.” 

Wesley Walls, chief of public 
affairs at the Clarksburg facility, 
reiterated Tuesday that the alle¬ 
gations don’t involve any current 
hospital employees. 

“Immediately upon discovering 
these serious allegations, Louis A. 
Johnson VA Medical Center lead¬ 
ership brought them to the atten¬ 
tion of VA’s inspector general 
while putting safeguards in place 
to ensure the safety of each and 
every one of our patients,” Walls 
wrote in an email. 

McDermott’s family was told 
that he was one of the last known 
victims. 

The Clarksburg hospital “had 
a duty” to warn patients of the 
multiple suspicious deaths so that 
new patients, including McDer¬ 
mott, could make informed deci¬ 
sions about where to seek care, 
the claim states. 

His family is seeking monetary 
damages of $1 million for per¬ 
sonal injury and $5 million for 
wrongful death. 

Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif, 
the chairman of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
urged the VA on Friday to work 
closely with the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and “devote all necessary 
resources to seeking justice for 
these veterans.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


DEA plans to increase number of 
marijuana growers for research 


NIDA, the government research institute 
growing marijuana out of the University of 
Mississippi, is allowed to provide the drug 
only for academic research. 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Drug 
Enforcement Administration an¬ 
nounced Monday it plans to in¬ 
crease the number of producers 
who can grow marijuana for sci¬ 
entific research — action taken 
after a lawsuit against the DEA 
was filed by researchers studying 
the drug as a potential treatment 
for veterans with post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 

For decades, all of the mari¬ 
juana used for clinical research 
in the U.S. has come from a single 
source — a University of Missis¬ 
sippi farm run by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. In the 
final months of Barack Obama’s 
presidency, the DEA announced 
it would license more growers to 
produce marijuana to facilitate 
scientific research. 

Nearly three years later, feder¬ 
al authorities haven’t approved or 
denied any applications, though 
33 entities applied. 

One of the first groups to apply 
— the Scottsdale Research Insti¬ 
tute in Phoenix — filed a lawsuit 
in June asking the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Co¬ 
lumbia to order the DEA to pro¬ 
cess the application it submitted 
in 2016. With approval from the 
DEA and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, Scottsdale Re¬ 
search Institute has been study¬ 
ing veterans’ marijuana use to 
determine whether it effectively 
and safely treats PTSD. 

The court ordered the DEA to 
respond to the lawsuit by Aug. 28. 
Two days before the deadline, the 
DEA publicly announced it would 
review the applications it received 
and post notices of new submis¬ 
sions for marijuana cultivators. 
The agency also said it would 
issue new guidelines to govern 
the program of pot growing. 

The DEA indicated the changes 
were made in response to the in¬ 
creased demand for government- 
grown marijuana. The number 
of individuals registered by the 
DEA to research marijuana, its 
extracts and derivatives has in¬ 
creased more than 40% over the 
past two years — from 384 in 


2017 to 542 this year, the agency 
said. In that time, the demand for 
marijuana for scientific research 
has more than doubled. 

“DEA is making progress in 
the program to register additional 
marijuana growers for federally 
authorized research and will work 
with other relevant federal agen¬ 
cies to expedite the necessary 
next steps,” DEA acting Admin¬ 
istrator Uttam Dhillon said in a 
statement. “We support addition¬ 
al research into marijuana and its 
components, and we believe reg¬ 
istering more growers will result 
in researchers having access to a 
wider variety for study.” 

Dr. Sue Sisley, a physician and 
the principal investigator with 
Scottsdale Research Institute, 
said she is cautiously optimis¬ 
tic but she believes the changes 
could take years to implement. 

“On the eve of the deadline to 
explain themselves to DC Cir¬ 
cuit Court, the DEA has finally 
agreed to take the action every¬ 
one has been waiting for to facili¬ 
tate research into medical uses of 
cannabis,” Sisley said in a state¬ 
ment. “DEA [and the Department 
of Justice] can slow-roll this for 
many years to come... but at least 
that door is now theoretically 
kicked open.” 

Sisley completed a study in 
March on the effect of marijuana 
on veterans with PTSD, the re¬ 
sults of which are expected to be 
published this year. 

Depending on the outcome, Sis¬ 
ley might have to conduct another 
Phase 2 trial, or begin Phase 3, the 
final step before the FDA could 
make a decision on the treatment. 
To get to Phase 3, Scottsdale Re¬ 
search Institute would need the 
DEA to approve more applica¬ 
tions for marijuana growers. 

NIDA,thegovemmentresearch 
institute growing marijuana out 
of the University of Mississippi, is 
allowed to provide the drug only 


for academic research, not com¬ 
mercial sales, which would be 
necessary for the next phase, said 
Brad Burge, communications di¬ 
rector for the Multidisciplinary 
Association for Psychedelic Stud¬ 
ies, a drug research and educa¬ 
tion nonprofit. 

The DEA has until Wednesday 
to respond to the lawsuit filed by 
Scottsdale Research Institute. 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans 
of America, a national veterans 
organization, has officially en¬ 
dorsed the litigation and filed an 
amicus brief in support of it. 

“Our country should be doing 
everything it can as quickly as it 
can to find treatments for PTSD 
and help prevent veteran suicide,” 
the brief states. “Both the execu¬ 
tive and legislative branches of 
the government have made the 
prevention of veteran suicide and 
related medical research national 
priorities, and yet the DEA has 
unreasonably and egregiously 
delayed processing [Scottsdale 
Research Institute’s] applica¬ 
tion, effectively preventing from 
proceeding the only approved 
clinical research study of medical 
marijuana as a PTSD treatment.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
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A powerful force of attraction 



Photos by John Raoux/AP 


A host stands ready to welcome guests in a queue for the ride Millennium Falcon 
Smugglers Run during a preview of the Star Wars-themed land “Galaxy's Edge” in 
Hollywood Studios at Disney World, on Tuesday, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 


Marriott latest 
to ban small 
shampoos, gels 


‘Star Wars’ hotel near 
as Disney World opens 
‘Galaxy’s Edge' park 

By Mike Schneider 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — It’s going to be a 
cruise to nowhere, but that will be just fine 
with die-hard “Star Wars” fans. 

Disney officials on Tuesday offered new 
details on its recently announced Star 
Wars-themed resort in Florida. 

“Star Wars: Galactic Starcruiser” will 
be like a two-day cruise in that it drops 
visitors into a completely self-contained 
world. Except instead of traveling on the 
high seas, visitors will be made to feel like 
they’ve been launched from a parking lot 
at Walt Disney World in Florida to a space¬ 
ship millions of miles above Earth. 

Once aboard the “ship,” visitors become 
part of a narrative involving other passen¬ 
gers, crew members and cast members 
dressed as Chewbacca or stormtroopers. 
They are given tours of the ship’s “bridge” 
where navigation and defense systems are 
explained. At various points during the 
two days, they may have to put knowledge 
they’ve acquired on the cruise to use as 
part of the storytelling, said Ann Morrow 
Johnson, a creative director at Walt Dis¬ 
ney Imagineering, during a presentation 
where video and still photography was 
prohibited. 

“There are characters on the ship, and 
many you will be meeting for the first 
time,” Johnson said. “It’s a dangerous time 
in the galaxy and you should be wary about 
who you make allegiances with because 
your choices matter. The choices will af¬ 
fect how your ‘Star Wars’ story unfolds.” 

Hotel room windows won’t look out to 
the Florida sun and palm tree, but rather a 
screen showing the twinkly lights of stars 
in the vast darkness of space. The bed¬ 


rooms have king-sized beds and also bunk 
beds built into the walls. 

The opening date hasn’t been set yet. 

The details on the hotel were given as 
Walt Disney World prepares to open its 
$1 billion, 14-acre Star Wars-themed land 
at Disney’s Hollywood Studios park on 
Thursday. A near-identical park opened 
in Disneyland in California earlier this 
summer. 

Visitors staying at the Star Wars hotel 
will get to visit the new land, “Star Wars: 
Galaxy’s Edge,” as their “port of call” dur¬ 
ing their two-day stay. 

Disney officials on Tuesday gave new 
details on the most anticipated ride at the 
Star Wars land. “Rise of the Resistance” 
won’t open at the Florida park until De¬ 
cember, but Disney officials described it as 
one of the most ambitious and complicated 
rides ever built at a Disney park. 


It has “everything that makes ‘Star Wars’ 
Star Wars, all in one attraction,” said Scott 
Trowbridge, creative portfolio executive at 
Walt Disney Imagineering. 

Passengers on the ride are part of a rag¬ 
tag group of rebels who are pulled into the 
enemy First Order’s ship, where they try 
to make their way to an escape pod using a 
ride system. Once they arrive at the escape 
pod, their ride car gets into a motion-based 
simulator. There’s a stomach-in-throat sur¬ 
prise drop, and then the simulator makes 
them feel like they’re returning to their 
home planet. 

“There’s a kick-in-the-pants final mo¬ 
ment,” Trowbridge said. 

Along the way, passengers encounter the 
Star Wars characters of Rey, Poe and Kylo 
Ren. 

In a sneak peak of the unfinished ride 
given to journalists, doors swoosh open to 
reveal the command bridge of a Star De¬ 
stroyer. Three dozen stormtroopers are 
lined up in three rows before a gigantic 
screen of small stars set against the black¬ 
ness of space. 

Ben Cline, his wife, Jen, and their two 
grade-school-age children, planned to 
wake up in the middle of the night Thurs¬ 
day so they can be among the first tourists 
to see the Florida version of the Star Wars 
land. 

“It just sounds awesome, everything 
we’ve heard about it,” said Cline, a lifelong 
Star Wars fans who was visiting from Ra¬ 
leigh, N.C. “There’s a whole new genera¬ 
tion of kids who will get exposed to it.” 


Associated Press 

It could be lights out for tiny toiletries. 

Marriott International, the world’s larg¬ 
est hotel chain, said Wednesday it will 
eliminate small plastic bottles of sham¬ 
poo, conditioner and bath gel from its 
hotel rooms worldwide by December 2020. 
They’ll be replaced with larger bottles or 
wall-mounted dispensers, depending on 
the hotel. 

The move follows a similar announce¬ 
ment last month by IHG, which owns Holi¬ 
day Inn, Kimpton and other brands. IHG 
said it will eliminate about 200 million 
tiny bottles each year by 2021. Last year, 
Walt Disney Co. said it would replace small 
plastic shampoo bottles at its resorts and 
on its cruise ships. 

Marriott has more than 7,000 hotels in 
131 countries under 30 brands, ranging 
from SpringHill Suites and Residence Inn 
to Sheraton and Ritz-Carlton. It says it will 
be eliminating about 500 million small 
bottles each year, or 1.7 million pounds of 
plastic. 

Bethesda, Md.-based Marriott has 
wanted to get rid of small bottles for years. 
President and CEO Arne Sorenson said. 
There are just too many of them, he said, 
and they’re difficult to recycle because of 
the time it takes to clean them out. 

But it took a lot of work to design tamper- 
resistant large bottles and get suppliers 
on board. High-end hotels, in particular, 
needed to have bottles that still felt luxuri¬ 
ous, he said. 

“There were a lot of technical features to 
this that we had to get right,” he said. 

Rival Hyatt Hotels Corp. is going through 
a similar process now. The company says 
it’s been testing amenity dispensers in 
some rooms for the last year. 

Marriott started replacing small bottles 
early last year at some North American 
brands. About 1,000 of those now feature 
larger bottles or pump dispensers that are 
hooked to the shower wall. 

Denise Naguib, Marriott’s vice presi¬ 
dent of sustainability and supplier diver¬ 
sity, said Marriott got a positive response 
from guest surveys. Many were relieved 
because the larger bottles let them use as 
much or as little shampoo as they want. 

“More and more people have a general 
consciousness of it,” she said. “They don’t 
want to be leaving half-empty bottles.” 

Naguib said most Marriott hotels will 
eliminate small bottles by July 1,2020. 

The larger bottles will still be plastic, 
and Marriott still plans to replace them 
— not just refill them — when they run 
low. But Naguib said the larger bottles are 
easier to recycle than smaller ones. 



The preview of “Galaxy’s Edge” also included this First Order officer and two 
stormtroopers on patrol. The attraction will open Thursday to park guests. 


Survey finds some new auto technology can annoy drivers 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Alerts from new driver as¬ 
sist systems can be so annoying that some 
motorists are turning the features off, ac¬ 
cording to a new survey. 

The 2019 J.D. Power Tech Experience 
Index study also found that frustrated 
drivers may avoid the systems in future 
vehicle purchases. That’s a problem for au¬ 
tomakers who want to sell the technology 
and prepare people for fully automated ve¬ 
hicles, the company said. 

“Automakers are spending lots of money 
on advanced technology development, but 


the constant alerts can confuse and frus¬ 
trate drivers,” said Kristin Kolodge, J.D. 
Power’s executive director of driver inter¬ 
action and human-machine interface. “The 
technology can’t come across as a nagging 
parent. No one wants to be constantly told 
they aren’t driving correctly.” 

For example, systems that keep vehicles 
centered or within their lanes were prob¬ 
lematic for owners, the study found. An 
average of 23% of drivers with the systems 
view the alerts as annoying. The results 
vary by brand, with up to 30% finding the 
alerts bothersome. Of drivers who don’t 
like the alerts, 61% sometimes disable the 


systems. A spokesman said J.D. Power 
would not identify the brands. 

Collision protection systems such as au¬ 
tomatic emergency braking fared the best 
in six categories covered by the survey. 
Smartphone mirroring was second, fol¬ 
lowed by comfort and convenience features 
such as voice recognition and climate con¬ 
trols. Entertainment and connectivity such 
as linking phones and Bluetooth placed 
fourth, followed by driving assistance such 
as blind spot detection or lane keeping sys¬ 
tems. Navigation finished last, J.D. Power 
said in a statement Tuesday. 

The survey also found that 69% of own¬ 


ers have Apple CarPlay and/or Google’s 
Android Auto in their vehicles. The phone 
mirroring systems are starting to jeop¬ 
ardize sales of the automakers’ factory 
installed navigation systems, the survey 
found. 

The company’s survey included over 
16,400 responses from people who bought 
or leased a 2019 vehicle in the past 90 days. 
The new vehicles had to have been all-new 
or redesigned within the past three years. 
The survey was conducted from February 
through July. 
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Reeves is GOP nominee for Miss, governor 



Rogelio V. Solis/AP 


Republican Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves, left, and his wife, Elee, share a 
laugh as he speaks with reporters at his Flowood, Miss., voting 
precinct. Reeves won his party’s nomination for governor Tuesday. 


By Emily Wagster Pettus 
Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss.—Mississippi 
second-term Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves 
won the Republican nomination 
for governor Tuesday, setting 
up a November general election 
showdown with Democrat Jim 
Hood, the state’s four-term attor¬ 
ney general. 

Reeves defeated retired Mis¬ 
sissippi Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Bill Waller Jr. in a Repub¬ 
lican primary runoff 

Reeves, 45, spent more than 
$6 million this year — the most 
of any candidate in the race, re¬ 
gardless of party. Waller, 67, 
spent about $1.4 million. Waller is 
a retired brigadier general in the 
Mississippi National Guard and 
son of the late Gov. Bill Waller Sr., 
a moderate Democrat who served 
from 1972 to 1976. 

“We’ve got to work to bring the 
Republican Party together, and I 
know that the Republicans across 
Mississippi are going to rally 
behind our campaign to ensure 
that Mississippi does not elect a 
liberal Democrat to the office of 
governor,” Reeves told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press before he appeared 


at his victory party. 

Jubilant supporters at the 
party chanted, “Tate! Tate! Tate! 
Tate!” 

“Jim Hood will tell you that 
welfare and Washington are the 
only things we need,” Reeves told 
them. 

After Reeves won the Republi¬ 
can nomination. Hood said: “They 
just want to throw around labels. 
I’m going to talk about issues.” 

Hood, 57, had spent about $1.1 
million through the end of July. 
He said Tuesday that Waller ran a 
“gentlemanly race” and discussed 
quality-of-life issues. Hood said 
he hoped some Waller supporters 
would cross party lines to vote for 
him in November. 

“Tate Reeves just ran a nega¬ 
tive campaign,” Hood said. “The 
reason he didn’t talk about the 
issues is because he doesn’t have 
any.” 

Waller told a subdued group of 
supporters at his party that he 
believes his campaign raised im¬ 
portant issues that will continue 
to be debated leading into the gen¬ 
eral election, including improving 
highways, bolstering health care 
and increasing teacher pay. 

Mississippi, Louisiana and Ken¬ 


tucky are the only states electing 
governors this year, and Missis¬ 
sippi has the only race without 
an incumbent. Republican Gov. 


Phil Bryant, who is limited to two 
terms under Mississippi law, en¬ 
dorsed Reeves. 

Hood easily defeated seven low- 


budget candidates in the Aug. 6 
Democratic primary. In the Aug. 
6 Republican primary. Reeves re¬ 
ceived 49% to Waller’s 33%. The 
third-place candidate, state Rep. 
Robert Foster, endorsed Waller. 

Some minor problems cropped 
up Tuesday with a small number 
of voting machines. An electronic 
machine in northern Mississippi’s 
Lafayette County was reported to 
be switching votes from one can¬ 
didate to another, affecting 19 
votes, said Anna Moak, spokes¬ 
woman for the Mississippi secre¬ 
tary of state’s office. 

A Waller supporter in Lafay¬ 
ette County, Ethan Peterson, shot 
video of that machine, which he 
said already had an X next to 
Reeves’ name when he inserted a 
card to start his ballot. He tried 
several times to vote for Waller 
and said he called a poll worker 
over for help. 

“I told them, ‘I’m not going to 
vote at all if I’m going to vote for 
Tate,”’ Peterson said. 

Peterson said he and the poll 
worker figured out how to clear 
the screen and he was able to vote 
for Waller. 


Dems spending big to gain 
needed small-dollar donors 


Attack racism by defeating 
Trump, Biden tells reporters 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Racism 
in America is an institutional 
“white man’s problem visited on 
people of color,” Vice President 
Joe Biden said, arguing that the 
way to attack the issue is to defeat 
President Donald Trump and 
hold him responsible for deepen¬ 
ing the nation’s racial divide. 

Taking aim at incendiary ra¬ 
cial appeals by Trump, Biden 
said in an interview with a small 
group of reporters Tuesday that 
a president’s words can “appeal 
to the worst damn instincts of 
human nature,” just as they can 
move markets or take a nation 
into war. 

Biden is leading his Demo¬ 
cratic challengers for the presi¬ 
dential nomination in almost all 
polls, largely because of the sup¬ 
port of black voters. He has made 
appealing to them central to his 
candidacy and vowed to make 
maximizing black and Latino 
turnout an “overwhelming focus” 
of his effort. The interview, more 
than an hour long, focused largely 
on racial issues. 

“White folks are the reason we 
have institutional racism,” Biden 
said. “There has always been rac¬ 
ism in America. White suprema¬ 
cists have always existed, they 
still exist.” He added later that in 
his administration, it would “not 
be tolerated.” 

By highlighting the nation’s ra¬ 
cial tensions and placing blame 
on Trump, Biden is showing that 
he, too, is willing to make race a 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


Democratic presidential 
candidate Joe Biden has made 
appealing to black voters central 
to his candidacy. 

core campaign issue, but from 
the opposite perspective of the 
Republican president. Turnout 
and enthusiasm among black vot¬ 
ers will be critical for the Demo¬ 
cratic nominee, notably to try to 
reclaim states like Pennsylvania, 
Michigan and Wisconsin. He also 
emphasized a crossover appeal 
to both black voters and non-col- 
lege-educated white voters. 

To accentuate his appeal to 
black voters, Biden said that he 
will advertise in black publica¬ 
tions and engage with cultural 


institutions like the black church, 
black fraternities and sororities, 
and historically black colleges. 

“The bad news is I have a long 
record. The good news is I have 
a long record,” Biden said when 
asked about his enduring sup¬ 
port among black voters. “People 
know me — at least they think 
they know me. I think after all this 
time, I think they have a sense of 
what my character is, who I am. 

“I’ve never, ever, ever in my 
entire life been in a circumstance 
where I’ve ever felt uncomfort¬ 
able being in the black commu¬ 
nity,” he added, suggesting that 
his familiarity was not matched 
by many of his competitors for 
the 2020 nomination. 

While he did not specify to 
whom he was referring, Biden 
said he believes there are “as¬ 
sertions and assumptions” made 
about black voters that he be¬ 
lieves are inaccurate, and he said 
that “a lot of people haven’t spent 
much time in the community.” 

Trump’s reelection campaign 
dismissed Biden’s accusation that 
Trump had inflamed racial ten¬ 
sions in the country. 

“Having moved on from the 
Russia Hoax, Democrats are now 
employing the oldest play in the 
Democrat playbook: falsely ac¬ 
cusing their opponent of racism, 
extending it even to the Presi¬ 
dent’s supporters. Calling half the 
country racist is not a winning 
strategy,” said Tim Murtaugh, 
the Trump campaign’s communi¬ 
cations director. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Montana 
Gov. Steve Bullock was told how 
he could qualify for the next pres¬ 
idential debate, but it didn’t make 
much sense: Spend $60. Attract 
a $1 donor. And repeat, maybe 
thousands of times. 

“You spend $60 on Facebook 
right now to get a $1 donor,” Bull¬ 
ock said last week while cam¬ 
paigning in Iowa, referring to the 
130,000 donor threshold that is 
one of the requirements to reach 
the debate stage in Houston next 
month. “I don’t know if I’ll make 
the threshold.” 

He’s not alone. Facing a 
Wednesday deadline, a hand¬ 
ful of Democratic White House 
hopefuls are racing against time 
— and odds — to qualify, trying 
desperately to meet the donor tar¬ 
gets as well as reaching 2% in four 
approved public opinion polls. 

New York Sen. Kirsten Gilli- 
brand is pumping millions into 
online and TV advertising. Bil¬ 
lionaire climate change activist 
Tom Steyer, a late entry to the 
race, has also spent $3.8 million 
on Facebook ads trying to boost 
his name recognition and rapidly 
add donors. Others simply gave 
up — or dropped out. 

In a still-crowded Democratic 
field, with time increasingly run¬ 
ning out to break into the top tier 
of candidates, not qualifying for 
the debate could doom several 
candidacies. Still, many have 
vowed to forge on, hoping that 
they can reach the requirements 
before the following debate in 
October. 


Though earlier debates had 
lower floors, the Democratic 
National Committee upped the 
stakes for the coming two. As of 
now, 10 candidates have reached 
the qualifying thresholds on do¬ 
nors and polling. 

The DNC designed the require¬ 
ments to bring order to an un¬ 
wieldy field of more than 20 White 
House hopefuls while elevating 
the role of online grassroots do¬ 
nors who are among the party’s 
most fervent supporters. In some 
ways they’ve succeeded. But for 
those candidates who have fallen 
short, there is an emerging sense 
of bitterness. 

“It forces campaigns to [hand] 
over millions of dollars to Face- 
book — the same platform that let 
the Russians interfere in 2016,” 
said Colorado Sen. Michael Ben- 
net, who won’t make the Septem¬ 
ber stage and plans to campaign 
in early voting states instead. 
“If we wanted to be the party 
that excluded people, we’d be 
Republicans.” 

Though the rules have helped 
deplete some candidates’ cam¬ 
paign accounts, they’ve yielded 
a massive payday for Democratic 
consultants, with some online 
fundraising programs costing as 
much as $90 per dollar raised, 
campaign aides say. About two 
dozen consulting firms have 
collected at least $25 million in 
payments for online and digital- 
related services, according to 
an analysis of campaign finance 
data that tracked payments made 
between January and the end of 
June, when the last fundraising 
quarter ended. 
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Bid to suspend 
UK Parliament 
draws outrage 



Alberto Saiz/AP 


Revellers throw tomatoes at each other during the annual “Tomatina” tomato fight fiesta in the 
village of Bunol, near Valencia, Spain, on Wednesday. 

Ripe for revelry, thousands 
join tomato battle in Spain 


Associated Press 

BUNOL, Spain — More than 20,000 people 
pelted each other with ripe tomatoes in the 
annual “Tomatina” street battle in a town in 
eastern Spain that has become a m^or tourist 
attraction. 

The party saw 145 tons of tomatoes offload¬ 
ed from six trucks into crowds packing Bu- 
nol’s streets for the midday hourlong battle 
Wednesday. 


The fight leaves participants and the surround¬ 
ing streets awash in red pulp. Participants don 
swimming goggles to protect their eyes. 

Organizers hose the streets down moments 
after the event’s end at noon while participants 
use public showers. 

The event, which costs 12 euros, or about $13, 
for a basic ticket, was inspired by a food fight be¬ 
tween local children in 1945 in the tomato-pro¬ 
ducing region. 


Respiratory problems increase in 
Brazil as fires rage in the Amazon 


By Danica Kirka 
Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson maneu¬ 
vered Wednesday to give his po¬ 
litical opponents even less time 
to block a no-deal Brexit before 
the Oct. 31 withdrawal deadline, 
winning Queen Elizabeth IPs ap¬ 
proval to suspend Parliament. 
His critics were outraged. 

Though Johnson previously 
had refused to rule out such a 
move, the timing of the decision 
took lawmakers — many of whom 
are on vacation — by surprise. 

Lawmakers reacted with fury, 
including John Bercow, speaker 
of the lower House of Commons, 
who was not told in advance of 
Johnson’s plan. 

“Shutting down Parliament 
would be an offense against 
the democratic process and the 
rights of parliamentarians as the 
people’s elected representatives,” 
Bercow said. “Surely at this early 
stage in his premiership, the 
prime minister should be seeking 
to establish rather than under¬ 
mine his democratic credentials 
and indeed his commitment to 
Parliamentary democracy.” 

The main opposition Labour 
Party leader Jeremy Corbyn 
wrote to the queen to protest “in 
the strongest possible terms on 
behalf of my party and I believe 
all the other opposition parties 
are going to join in with this.” 

But the monarch declined to 
get involved, in keeping with her 
steadfast refusal to interfere in 
politics. As head of state, she is 
politically neutral and acts on the 
advice of her government in po¬ 
litical matters. 


Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — An attack on 
a bar in Mexico’s Gulf coast city 
of Coatzacoalcos killed 25 people 
and injured about a dozen, offi¬ 
cials said Wednesday, and they 
said it was apparently overseen 
by a man who had been recently 
released from custody. 

“The criminals went in, closed 
the doors, the emergency exits, 
and set fire to the place,” Presi¬ 
dent Andres Manuel Lopez Obra- 
dor said. 

Veracruz state police said the 
Tuesday night attack targeted the 
“Bar Caballo Blanco,” or “White 
Horse Bar.” It advertised “qual¬ 
ity, security and service,” private 
rooms for $7.50 “all night,” “sexy 
girls” and a pole dance contest. 


Shutting down 
Parliament would be 
an offense against 
the democratic 
process, f 

John Bercow 

speaker of lower House of Commons 


The House of Commons will 
convene from Sept. 3-10 and then 
is scheduled to go on a break until 
Oct. 9 — though lawmakers had 
suggested they might cancel that 
break and stay in session because 
of the national crisis. But John¬ 
son said he has decided to ask the 
queen to give her speech that out¬ 
lines the government’s legislative 
agenda on Oct. 14. 

Since Parliament is normally 
suspended before her speech, the 
decision means opposition law¬ 
makers would be unlikely to have 
enough time to pass laws blocking 
the U.K.’s withdrawal from the 
European Union without a nego¬ 
tiated deal on Oct. 31. 

The EU is adamant that it will 
not renegotiate the agreement 
struck with former Prime Min¬ 
ister Theresa May on the terms 
of Britain’s departure and the 
framework of future relations. 
Without such a deal, Britain faces 
a chaotic Brexit that economists 
warn would disrupt trade by im¬ 
posing tariffs and customs checks 
between Britain and the bloc, 
send the value of the pound plum¬ 
meting and plunge the UK. into 
recession. 


Lopez Obrador said local pros¬ 
ecutors should be investigated 
because “the alleged perpetra¬ 
tors had been arrested, but they 
were freed.” 

Gov. Cuitlahuac Garcia identi¬ 
fied the chief suspect as a man 
known as “La Loca” and gave his 
name as Ricardo “N” because 
officials no longer give the full 
names of suspects. Garcia said 
the man had been detained by 
marines in July, but was released 
after being turned over to the 
state prosecutor’s office. 

“In Veracruz, criminal gangs 
are no longer tolerated,” Garcia 
wrote of the attack, adding that 
police, the armed forces and 
newly formed National Guard are 
searching for the attackers. 


By Luis Andres Henao 
Associated Press 

PORTO VELHO, Brazil — Lin¬ 
gering smoke in the Amazon 
caused concern Tuesday among 
Brazilians who say that respira¬ 
tory problems — particularly 
among children and the elderly 
— have increased as fires in the 
region rage. 

“The kids are affected the 
most. They’re coughing a lot,” 
said Elane Diaz, a nurse in the 
Rondonia state capital of Porto 
Velho, as she waited for a doctor’s 
appointment at the city’s 9 of July 
hospital with her 5-year-old-son, 
Eduardo. “They have problems 
breathing. I’m concerned be¬ 
cause it affects their health.” 

The number of people treated 
for respiratory issues increased 
sharply in recent days at the 
local Cosme e Damia Children’s 
hospital. 

“This period has been very 
tough. The dry weather and the 
smoke causes many problems 
on children, such as pneumonia, 
coughing and secretion,” Dan¬ 
iel Pires, a pediatrician and the 
hospital’s adjunct director told 


The kids are 
affected the most. 
They’re coughing a 
lot.^ 

Elaine Diaz 

nurse in Brazil 


the Folha de S. Paulo newspa¬ 
per. “From Aug. 1 to Aug. 10, the 
median (number) of cases was 
about 120 to 130 children with 
respiratory problems. From Aug. 
11 to (Aug. 20) it went up to 280 
cases.” 

Growing fears over the health 
impacts are emerging as the num¬ 
ber of fires in Brazil surges, with 
more than 77,000 documented by 
the country’s National Space Re¬ 
search Institute in the last year. 
About half of the fires occurred 
in the Amazon region, with most 
in the past month. 

As breathing-related ailments 
appear to be on the rise, attention 
to the issue has largely been over¬ 
shadowed by growing acrimony 
between Brazil and European 


countries seeking to help fight 
Amazon fires and protect a re¬ 
gion seen as vital to the health of 
the planet. 

At a summit in France this 
week, G-7 nations pledged to help 
fight the flames and protect the 
rainforest by offering $20 mil¬ 
lion, in addition to a separate $12 
million from Britain and $11 mil¬ 
lion from Canada. 

Brazilian President Jair Bolso- 
naro, a far-right climate skeptic 
who took office this year with a 
promise to boost development in 
Latin America’s biggest econo¬ 
my, questioned whether offers of 
international aid mask a plot to 
exploit the Amazon’s resources 
and weaken Brazilian growth. On 
Tuesday, he said French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron had 
called him a liar and would have 
to apologize before Brazil consid¬ 
ers accepting rainforest aid. 

Macron has to retract those 
comments “and then we can 
speak,” Bolsonaro said. 

In a video message, Brazilian 
novelist Paulo Coelho offered an 
apology to France for what he 
called Bolsonaro’s “hysteria.” 


Mexican bar set ablaze 
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Israel's shadow war with Iran bursts into open 



By Aron Heller 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — The long shadow war 
between Israel and Iran has burst into the 
open in recent days, with Israel allegedly 
striking Iran-linked targets as far away as 
Iraq and crash-landing two drones in Hez¬ 
bollah-dominated southern Beirut. 

Those incidents, along with an air raid 
in Syria that Israel says thwarted an im¬ 
minent Iranian drone attack, have raised 
tensions at a particularly fraught time. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu is looking to project strength three 
weeks before national elections, while Iran 
has taken a series of provocative actions in 
recent months aimed at pressuring Euro¬ 
pean nations to provide relief from crip¬ 
pling US. sanctions. 

Hassan Nasrallah, leader of the Iran- 
backed Hezbollah, vowed to retaliate after 
a drone crashed on 
the militant group’s 
Beirut media office 
and another exploded 
midair early Sun¬ 
day. Israeli forces 
along the border with 
Lebanon are on high 
alert, raising fears of 
a repeat of the 2006 
war. Netanyahu has 


back its enemies.” 

The Israeli leader has also addressed 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, head of Iran’s 
elite Quds Force and the architect of its 
regional entrenchment, telling him to “be 
careful with your words and be even more 
careful with your actions.” Israel said So¬ 
leimani masterminded the alleged drone 
attack. Another commander in Iran’s Rev¬ 
olutionary Guard, Gen. Mohsen Rezaei, 
dismissed the Israeli allegations as a “lie.” 

Israel has also blamed Iran for recent 
rocket fire from the Gaza Strip and on 
Monday struck a Palestinian base in Leba¬ 
non near the Syrian border. 

Israel views Iran as its greatest threat, 
and has hailed President Donald Trump’s 
decision to withdraw from the 2015 nucle¬ 
ar deal and reimpose sanctions. But Ne¬ 
tanyahu may fear the US. is moderating 
that approach after Trump said there’s a 
“really good chance” he could meet with 
Iran’s president. 

The two close allies already appear to be 
at odds over recent strikes on Iran-linked 
militias in Iraq. In a rare move, U.S. offi¬ 
cials acknowledged that Israel was behind 
at least one of the strikes, and the Penta¬ 
gon pointedly distanced itself from the 
Iraq strikes, saying U.S. forces were not 
involved. 

None of the parties is believed to be seek¬ 


ing war, but the potential for miscalcula¬ 
tion could lead to a regional conflagration. 

■ Israel. Israel says it is responding to 
increasingly aggressive moves by Iran and 
seeking to roll back its regional entrench¬ 
ment. As Netanyahu fights for an unprec¬ 
edented fifth term in the Sept. 17 elections, 
he is eager to display his security creden¬ 
tials and discuss what many Israelis see as 
his signature achievement — countering 
Iran and its nuclear program. 

Israel has carried out hundreds of air- 
strikes against Iran-backed forces in Syria 
since the civil war began in 2011. In recent 
months it has gone increasingly public 
with the campaign, immediately confirm¬ 
ing the kinds of strikes it used to rarely 
acknowledge. 

Even Netanyahu’s political opponents 
support the operations, which are aimed 
at preventing Iran from establishing a per¬ 
manent military presence on the Syrian 
frontier. But they have questioned his mo¬ 
tives in making them public, with some ac- 


Above: Israeli 
Prime Minister 
Benjamin 
Netanyahu 
delivers a speech 
earlier this month 
in Kyiv, Ukraine. 
Left: A picture 
of Hezbollah 
leader Sayyed 
Hassan Nasrallah 
lies amid 
other damage 
Sunday inside 
the Lebanese 
Hezbollah media 
office in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 


cusing him of grandstanding in what they 
suggest is an attempt to win over voters 
ahead of the elections. 

“There is definitely a more aggressive 
line now, even if Israel isn’t saying so of¬ 
ficially,” said Amos Harel, an Israeli mili¬ 
tary analyst. “Part of it has to do with the 
increased Iranian efforts and part of it has 
to do with all the other considerations.” 

Netanyahu’s opponents have hammered 
him for refusing to strike harder at the Is¬ 
lamic militant group Hamas after recent 
rocket fire from Gaza. Netanyahu also 
faces a tide of corruption allegations that 
have raised the stakes ahead of the vote. 
He has denied any wrongdoing. 

Despite his tough rhetoric, Netanyahu 
has traditionally been risk-averse in mili¬ 
tary matters. But he also views countering 
Iran as his primary mission and may hope 
to cement his legacy while he has a staunch 
supporter in the White House. 

■ Iran. Trump’s decision to withdraw 
from the nuclear deal and impose maxi¬ 


mal sanctions on Iran has devastated its 
economy and left it desperate for relief 

Iran has begun openly breaching limits 
set by the deal, saying it cannot abide by 
the agreement unless European signato¬ 
ries offer it a respite from sanctions. In re¬ 
cent weeks, Iran shot down a U.S. military 
surveillance drone and has been blamed 
for mine attacks on six oil tankers near 
the Strait of Hormuz, something it denies. 
Iran has also seized a British-flagged oil 
tanker. 

At the same time, Tehran has launched 
a fresh diplomatic offensive, with Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif making 
a surprise appearance at the G-7 summit 
in France as part of a worldwide tour ahead 
of next month’s UN. General Assembly. 

Experts say Iran seeks sanctions relief 
and not war, but are alarmed by the poten¬ 
tial for miscalculation either by Tehran or 
its foes. Iran has spent decades building 
up powerful allies in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq 
and elsewhere, which it could call upon in 
a war with Israel or the United States. 

■ Hezbollah. Hezbollah appears likely 
to respond to the drone attack in order 
to project strength and establish deter¬ 
rence, but the nature and scope of its re¬ 
taliation will depend largely on domestic 
considerations. 

Nasrallah’s pledge to shoot down Israeli 
aircraft that enter Lebanese airspace is in 
keeping with the bravado he regularly dis¬ 
plays in public addresses, but he will have 
to weigh his response with the risk of ignit¬ 
ing another devastating war. 

Lebanon is already mired in an eco¬ 
nomic crisis that many blame on the gov¬ 
ernment, which is dominated by Hezbollah 
and its allies. Nasrallah insists such consid¬ 
erations won’t dictate his response, but of¬ 
ficials close to Hezbollah’s leadership say it 
is mindful of being perceived as dragging 
the country into a ruinous war with Israel 
that would hasten its economic collapse. 

Another consideration is the recent 
U.S.-mediated efforts to open indirect 
talks between Lebanon and Israel aimed 
at demarcating their maritime border, 
which Lebanon hopes will allow it to begin 
offshore oil and gas exploration later this 
year. 

Imad Marmal, a journalist close to He¬ 
zbollah, wrote Tuesday that the group’s 
response will be “well studied and pro¬ 
portionate in a way that conveys the cat¬ 
egorical message that changing the rules 
of engagement is prohibited, but without 
leading to the outbreak of all-out war.” 

That may be easier said than done. The 
monthlong war between Israel and He¬ 
zbollah in 2006 was sparked by a cross- 
border raid in which Hezbollah killed and 
captured Israeli soldiers. 

Nasrallah later said he would have never 
ordered the operation if he had known it 
would lead to a war of that magnitude. 



245 rescued from burning ferry in Philippine waters; at least 3 dead 


Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Fishing boats 
and passing ships rescued 245 people from 
a ferry that burned overnight in choppy wa¬ 
ters in the southern Philippines but at least 
three people perished, including a child, 
coast guard officials said Wednesday. 

Survivors described how they feared 
being killed by either the fire or waves 
while waiting for hours to be rescued as 
bright orange flames engulfed much of the 
vessel, the M/V Lite Ferry 16, off Dapitan 
city in Zamboanga del Norte province. 


The fire apparently started in the engine 
room, coast guard spokesman Armand 
Balilo said. Despite the damage, the ferry 
stayed afloat about 1.8 miles off Dapitan 
city, where it was heading from Santander 
in central Cebu province. 

The victims were a 1-year-old girl and 
two male passengers in their 60s, Balilo 
said. 

“I was thinking of the Lord because I 
thought there were only two ways that I 
could end: I could get burned alive or I may 
drown,” Wilfredo Castro, a businessman, 
told The Associated Press by telephone 


after being rescued. 

Some passengers jumped off the ferry in 
panic when the fire broke out before mid¬ 
night Tuesday and were rescued by pass¬ 
ing vessels. 

Castro said he and about 30 mostly male 
fellow passengers allowed a group of the 
elderly, women and children to be rescued 
first by a passenger speed boat, but when 
their turn came the waves grew more dan¬ 
gerous in the darkness. 

“The waves were too strong and res¬ 
cue boats may not be able to find us if we 
jumped into the sea,” Castro said. 


After about five hours of frantic waiting 
in the ferry’s cargo loading bay, one of the 
parts of the ferry untouched by the flames, 
he said he and the others decided to go for 
it and dove into the sea. 

They struggled in the strong waves but 
reached a waiting rescue boat, he said. 

“This is my second life,” the 30-year-old 
businessman said with relief, although he 
lost a laptop, a camera, a cellphone, clothes 
and other belongings. 

Balilo said the coast guard did not have 
any patrol ship in the area so it alerted 
nearby vessels to help in the rescue. 
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Jeremy Miller, executive pastor at Winchester Church of God in Winchester, Va., stands on the stage at the front of the sanctuary. 


A Virginia church takes its place of worship 
into the modern ages with digital everything 



Winchester Church of God administrative assistant for music ministry Derek Boyce 
sits at the sound and engineering board of the church. 


By Cynthia Gather Burton 

The Winchester (Va.) Star 

WINCHESTER, Va.—No need for hym¬ 
nals in the church pews? Using a mobile 
phone to put an offering in the collection 
plate? 

At many places of worship, technology 
plays an important role. 

At Winchester Church of God in Freder¬ 
ick County, Va., for instance, the words to 
hymns are projected onto a large screen at 
the front of the sanctuary so the congre¬ 
gation can sing along. For the pastors and 
others facing the congregation, there is a 
smaller screen at the back of the church. 

When it comes to contemporary wor¬ 
ship, this is nothing new, said Jeremy Mill¬ 
er, Winchester Church of God’s executive 
pastor. 

Hymnals? 

“We don’t use them,” the 38-year-old 
said, shaking his head, and haven’t for 
years. 

With so many old hymns and new wor¬ 
ship songs, it’s impossible to contain all that 
music in one book, so projection screens 
have replaced hymnals in many churches. 

And the Bible? There’s an app for that. 

Though Bibles are tucked into the backs 
of pews, when worshippers are asked to 
turn to a particular passage, they’re more 
likely to “turn on” the Bible app on their 
cellphone than open a traditional Bible and 
flip through the pages. Miller said. 

Collection plates have also gone digital. 

A traditional offering plate is still passed 
around on Sunday mornings to collect 
money and checks, but a lot of people don’t 
carry cash these days, so tithes can be 
made using a mobile device. Miller said. 

Even registering for church activities is 
done online, he said. For those who don’t 
use smartphones or computers, paper 
sign-up sheets are available too. 

Just outside the sanctuary, five comput¬ 
er kiosks are stationed for parents to sign 
in their children for nursery care and Sun¬ 



Boyce looks at one of the tablet-based 
video cameras the church uses. 


day school. The kiosks produce stickers 
with matching codes—one for the parents, 
one for the child. To make sure children go 
home with the right adults after the ser¬ 
vice, they’re asked to show their sticker. 

Perhaps the biggest impact technology 
is having on contemporary worship is the 
ability to livestream sermons and other 
church programs. Miller said. 

That technology is made possible by the 
four cameras set up around the sanctuary 
and an impressive setup of engineering 
boards and a media booth in the back. 

The equipment is used to control lights, 
audio and video in the sanctuary and also 
for the livestream so everything looks and 
sounds good. 

About 1,500 people attend Sunday ser¬ 
vices at Winchester Church of God’s main 
location on North Frederick Pike and a 
smaller campus in Front Royal. 

But “a lot of people just can’t make it to 


church,” Miller said. Maybe they’re sick, 
traveling or caring for a loved one. What¬ 
ever the reason, they can still watch and 
listen to services through livestreaming. 

“They’re so grateful for the livestream,” 
he said. “There’s a growing crowd that’s 
tuning in.” 

Videos of the services are archived on 
the church’s website so people can literally 
binge watch sermons the same way some 
people binge watch Netflix shows. 

“It’s a big part of contemporary servic¬ 
es,” Derek Boyce, Winchester Church of 
God’s administrative assistant for music 
ministry, said about the audio-visual 
component. 

He said the church has an “amazing sys¬ 
tem” and that it tries “to stay as current as 
possible” with its technology. 

Dozens of church members are trained 
to use the equipment and sign up months 
in advance to volunteer to operate it during 
Sunday services. 

“It’s kind of like learning to drive,” Boyce 
said about mastering the complex-looking 


set up. “We have an excellent team.” 

Even the church’s orchestra uses com¬ 
puter tablets instead of sheet music. 

Miller said it’s hard to predict where 
technology will take modern worship, but 
he can envision people gathering in homes 
for Sunday services via livestream. 

“That’s probably already happening,” he 
conceded, adding that, “One of the prima¬ 
ry ways people do church these days is to 
subscribe to a bunch of livestream church 
services from around the world. There’s a 
lot of them out there.” 

Winchester Church of God wants to add 
a chat function so people watching one of 
its livestream services can interact with 
someone from the church. 

“They can answer questions about what’s 
going on and be there for prayer and en¬ 
couragement,” Miller said. 

But he doesn’t think technology will be 
able to replace the interaction that occurs 
when people gather for worship. 

“The community element is so impor¬ 
tant,” he said. 
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Mark Moran, The (Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) Citizens’ Voice/AP 


Putting on the finishing touches 

Artist Michael Weber paints the Wilkes-Barre cityscape from the Market Street Bridge in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on Monday. 

THE CENSUS 

The approximate number of people who were exposed to a rabid 
raccoon and started treatment. News outlets reported North Cen¬ 
tral Health District spokesman Michael Hokanson gave an update 
to the “Raccoon or Kitten" event that took place Aug. 3 in Macon. 

People who attended the event were allowed to interact with the 
raccoon. It had been owned by a private citizen but was later given to a wildlife 
rehab center where it died and tested positive for rabies. 



Teen registers people to 
vote while in food line 

CHARLOTTE — A 
North Carolina teen 
helped more than a dozen people 
who lined up to buy a chicken 
sandwich get the chance to line 
up at the polls. 

News outlets reported David 
Ledbetter, 17, said he registered 
16 people to vote at a Popeye’s 
restaurant in Charlotte. 

Many people flocked to Pop- 
eye’s nationwide to try the new 
menu item. 

Ledbetter isn’t old enough to 
vote but said he noticed a lack of 
young people involved in politics. 
He said he was happy to find the 
majority of chicken sandwich lov¬ 
ers waiting in the drive-thru were 
already registered. 

Police: Woman attacked 
pregnant driver in traffic 

P BEAR — Delaware 
State Police said two 
women got in a fight at a Chick- 
fil-A drive through and one driv¬ 
er intentionally kicked a pregnant 
woman in the stomach. 

The Delaware News Journal 
reported Jada Blake, 19, was 
waiting in line at a Chick-fil-A in 
Bear when another vehicle pulled 
in front of her. 

Police said Blake got out to 
confront the driver, a 21-year- 
old pregnant woman. Police said 
Blake struck the woman in the 
head through an open window and 
later kicked the woman’s stom¬ 
ach, knowing she was pregnant. 

After the fight, troopers ar¬ 
rested Blake as she continued to 
wait in line. 

Tranquilizer used 
to stop rogue pig 

^ A CORONA — Authori- 
ties in a California city 
had to use a tranquilizer dart to 
subdue a large pig that was men¬ 
acing residents. 

The Press-Enterprise reported 
that authorities in Corona called 
in a Riverside County Animal 
Services officer to tranquilize the 
100-pound pig. 

Authorities said the pig was 
charging at people in a residen¬ 
tial neighborhood of the city 48 
miles east of Los Angeles. 

Authorities were able to corral 
the pig in a backyard, where it 
was shot with the tranquilizer. 

Officials could not immediately 
say whether the animal was a 
loose pet or a wild boar. 

Bulldozer is used to 
break into liquor store 

HA I DETROIT — A bull- 
I w 11 dozer was used to break 
into a Detroit liquor store. 

Police told WDIV-TV that 
someone fired up the heavy ma¬ 
chinery and smashed the front 
wall of the JR Party Store. 

Several bottles of liquor were 
stolen. 

Man handcuffed after 
alarm tripped by mistake 

ly^ RALEIGH — Police 
in North Carolina 


said they’re investigating the ac¬ 
tions of officers who handcuffed 
a black man in his boxer shorts 
after his burglar alarm was acci¬ 
dently tripped. 

ABC 11 reported that Kazeem 
Oyeneyin, 31, is seeking an apol¬ 
ogy for the Aug. 17 incident. 

He said a friend stayed over 
and unknowingly tripped the 
alarm when he left. Oyeneyin dis¬ 
engaged the alarm and returned 
to bed. 

Oyeneyin said he soon heard 
screaming. He grabbed his gun 
and encountered police down¬ 
stairs. He complied with orders 
to drop his gun, for which he had 
a permit. He tried to explain that 
he had just spoken to the alarm 
company. 

Hometown honors 
author with statue 

11 WAUKEGAN — The 
IL Chicago-area hometown 
of the late famed science fiction 
writer Ray Bradbury marked his 
birthday with the dedication of a 
statue in his honor. 

The 12-foot-tall stainless steel 
statue outside the Waukegan 
Public Library depicts Bradbury 
astride a rocket ship while hold¬ 
ing a book. The (Lake County) 
News-Sun reported artist Zach¬ 
ary Oxman said the statue tells 
the story of a man “beaming with 
unbridled imagination, curiosity 


and surprise.” 

Bradbury was born in Wauke¬ 
gan in 1920. 

Unconscious, topless 
woman was a doll 

H/l KANSAS CITY 

1*1 — Authorities said 

a man reported to be dragging 
a topless, unconscious woman 
through downtown Kansas City 
was actually lugging around a 
life-size doll. 

Police said in a tweet that call¬ 
ers reported that the man looked 
like he wanted to throw the 
woman over a bridge, that he had 
dropped her and that he appeared 
to be trying to dress her. One call¬ 
er said he was yelling “savior” 
while holding the woman. 

Police said that when officers 
learned that the woman actu¬ 
ally was a doll that the man had 
found in a trash bin, he was told 
“not to carry it around in public 
anymore.” 


Town aims to replace 
Statue of Liberty replica 

I* thorities are looking 
to replace an 8-foot-tall replica 
of the Statue of Liberty that was 
stolen last month. 

Mayor Tim Mahoney told 
KFGO that authorities haven’t 
had any luck finding the statue. 

The statue had about 300 
pounds of metal that Mahoney 
thinks could have been chopped 
up and scrapped. 

The statue was presented to the 
city nearly 70 years ago by the 
Lions Club. 

Police: Child brought 
cocaine to kindergarten 

I A NEW ORLEANS — A 
5-year-old boy came to 
kindergarten with cocaine, and 
police in a New Orleans suburb 
arrested two adults. 


Slidell police spokesman Daniel 
Seuzeneau said a teacher saw the 
boy holding a bag of white pow¬ 
der and a resource officer found 
three bags of cocaine. 

Seuzeneau said the boy clearly 
knew nothing about the drugs. He 
said investigators found cocaine 
and marijuana at his home and 
believe adults tried to hide drugs 
in pockets of his stored clothes. 

Seuzeneau said Angelica Stan¬ 
ley, 23, and Ellis Cousin, 51, were 
arrested on charges of cruelty to 
a juvenile, possessing drugs with 
intent to distribute them and pos¬ 
sessing drug paraphernalia. 

Deputies: Truck hauling 
stolen melons got stuck 

ly ROCKY MOUNT 

I* — Sheriff’s deputies in 

North Carolina said they respond¬ 
ed to a call of a possible crop theft 
to find a suspect stuck in the mid¬ 
dle of a field trying to haul off a 
truckload of stolen watermelons. 

The Edgecombe County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office said in a Facebook 
post that a deputy and a sergeant 
responded to a call about the pos¬ 
sible fruit heist about 60 miles out¬ 
side of Raleigh. 

That’s when they found Michael 
Anthony Bryant and his pickup 
stuck in the middle of a field with 
dozens of reportedly stolen water¬ 
melons in the back. 

From wire reports 
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NBC/AP 

Leslie Jones is leaving “Saturday 
Night Live” after five seasons. 

Leslie Jones 
exiting ‘SNU; 
McKinnon 
will return 

Associated Press 

Leslie Jones is leaving “Satur¬ 
day Night Live” after five seasons, 
while fellow cast member Kate 
McKinnon is sticking around. 

Jones’ departure was con¬ 
firmed by a person familiar with 
the change who spoke Tuesday 
on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they were not authorized 
to publicly discuss Jones’ status 
with NBC’s long-running sketch 
series. 

McKinnon will return for her 
eighth season with the show, the 
person said. McKinnon’s portray¬ 
als of political figures including 
Hillary Clinton and Jeff Sessions 
have become a “SNL” staple. 

Cast changes have become a 
way of life for the comic institu¬ 
tion, which begins its 45th season 
Sept. 28. 

Jones announced this month 
she’s doing a Netflix stand-up 
special. In an appearance on 
Jimmy Kimmel’s late-night show, 
the “Ghostbusters” star said it’s 
great to be an actress but that 
she’s really a “hardcore” stand- 
up comedian. 

Her “SNL” tenure was marked 
by an exuberant style and por¬ 
trayal of celebrities including 
Whoopi Goldberg. 

Jones was hired as an “SNL” 
writer in 2013 after the show was 
criticized for a lack of diversity. 
Jones was promoted to cast mem¬ 
ber in the 2014-15 season and re¬ 
ceived three Emmy nominations. 

Maren Morris leads 
CMA nominations 

Maren Morris has a chance to 
win up to eight trophies, including 
album of the year, at the Country 
Music Association Awards on Nov. 
13 thanks to her work as an artist, 
songwriter and producer. 

With the success of her album 
“GIRL,” Morris scored nomina¬ 
tions for single of the year, song 
of the year, female voc^st of the 
year and more, the CMAs an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 

Dan Smyers of Dan + Shay 
received six nominations for his 
work as an artist, songwriter and 
producer, while Shay Mooney of 
the Grammy-winning duo earned 
three nominations. 

Nominees for entertainer of the 
year, include Garth Brooks, Eric 
Church, Chris Stapleton, Carrie 
Underwood and Keith Urban. 


Homage to superheroes 


Marvel Comics celebrates its 80th anniversary with massive issue 



to “What do you regret,” or another in which 
Deadpool takes a little too long to answer one 
of the issue’s recurring questions, “Why do 
you do what you do?” 

Brevoot said: “Even if you don’t like every 
single page, there’s another page right after it 
that’s different.” 

The artistic styles range from the sim¬ 
pler drawings of early comics to the hyper- 
detailed style of some contemporary titles. 
There are numerous guest writers, including 
authors Neil Gaiman and Brad Meltzer, bas¬ 
ketball great Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and film 
directors Phil Lord and Christopher Miller. 

Brevoot said he enhsted people he knew 
were fans of Marvel comics with the aim of 
adding a “cool flavor” to some of the pages 
and “show the reach that Marvel has had 
over 80 years that you don’t really see.” 

Controversy emerged Tuesday after The 
Hollywood Reporter posted a story not¬ 
ing that the text on Captain America’s page 
representing 1944 had been altered from 
an early version that pointed to inequahties 


By Anthony McCartney 

Associated Press 


Marvel Comics is celebrating its 80th an¬ 
niversary with a massive issue that pays trib¬ 
ute to its history and introduces a new object 
with imphcations for the superhero universe 
going forward. 

The Marvel Comics 1000 issue, which went 
on sale Wednesday, pays homage to many of 
Marvel’s most recognizable characters, in¬ 
cluding Iron Man, the Hulk and Spider-Man, 
and also spothghts some lesser known ones. 
Each page is devoted to a year in Marvel’s 
history, with the first one recounting the cre¬ 
ation of the Human Torch in Marvel Comics 
No. 1 in 1939. 

A mix of serious and humorous stories fol¬ 
lows, like the page devoted to 1944 in which 
Captain America explains why he fights. 
Dr. Strange’s struggle to keep his magic 
cape smelhng fresh (1951), the introduction 
of Groot (1960) and a page devoted to Iron 
Man’s suit for 2008, the year Marvel’s block¬ 
buster film franchise launched. 

“I definitely wanted this to be a range of 
experiences and not have it 
be an 80-page chucklefest” 
nor “an 80-page downer,” 
said Tom Brevoot, the issue’s 
editor. 

Brevoot said he gave the 
issue’s dozens of creators 
general guidance, but also 
the freedom to explore a char¬ 
acter or story hne in a single 
page. Many of the pages adopt 
what Brevoot called a “con¬ 
fessional” approach where a 
character is speaking to an in¬ 
terviewer. The page for 2017 
features superheroes’ answers 


Marvel Comics No. 1000, the 
publisher’s 80th anniversary 
issue, went on sale Wednesday. 
Pictured are the cover, left, and 
a page devoted to 1944. 

Marvel Comics photos/AP 


in America and flaws in its systems. The re¬ 
vised text has Captain America talking about 
fighting injustice and how hatred, bigotry and 
exclusion are not patriotic values. 

Marvel did not comment on the changes 
and interviews for this story were completed 
before the Reporter’s story was posted. 

While many of the pages are one-offs, 
about a quarter of the issue is devoted to a 
story hne that traces back to Marvel’s infan¬ 
cy about a trio of men trying to harness the 
power of a black mask that has been passed 
down for centuries. Whoever wears the mask 
gains powers that give them a fighting chance 
against even the strongest superheroes. 

Before Marvel 1000, the trio called the 
Three Xs appeared in only a single Marvel 
issue from 1940. While other characters from 
Marvel’s early days have been reimagined, 
writer A1 Ewing said the old story of the 
Three Xs “had something very familiar about 
it” and provided a seed to bring a broad story 
that fit not only the anniversary issue, but one 
that will continue in upcoming comics. 

Ewing, who is credited as the issue’s “mas¬ 
termind,” said he scoured old Marvel is¬ 
sues to make sure there were 
enough bread crumbs that 
Marvel 1000 could go back 
and And later. “I didn’t want 
to do too much that readers 
couldn’t go and hunt down 
themselves,” Ewing said. 

Most of Marvel’s vast cata¬ 
log is now available digitally 
through its Marvel Unhmited 
subscription, making research 
for Ewing, and fans, easier. 

At its core, Ewing said he 
hopes readers walk away with 
an understanding about what it 
means to be a Marvel hero. 

“We talk a lot about kings, and 
there are quite a few Marvel he¬ 
roes who are kings,” he said. “But 
we also talk about the other side 
of that, the hero that rises from 
the commonahty of humanity, the 
hero who could be you.” 


Netflix to give ‘The Irishman’ theatrical release 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

Netflix will give “The Irishman” an exclu¬ 
sive theatrical release for about four weeks, 
providing theaters most of November to play 
Martin Scorsese’s big-budget crime epic be¬ 
fore it lands on the streaming service. 

“The Irishman” will open theatrically Nov. 
1 and begin streaming on Nov. 27, Netflix said 
Tuesday. 

The release plans for one of Netflix’s most 
expensive films yet had been a subject of 
much conjecture ever since the streaming 
service greenht Scorsese’s film. The director 
is one of the most ardent proponents of cin¬ 
ema preservation, but Scorsese earlier told 
The Associated Press that he signed up with 
Netflix without any condition of a theatrical 
release. 

“The Irishman,” which includes extensive 
de-aging visual effects to make its star-stud¬ 
ded cast — including Robert De Niro, A1 Pac¬ 
ino and Joe Pesci — appear decades younger 
in some scenes, cost Netflix $160 million to 
make. 

The film, about hitman and Jimmy Hoffa 



Netflix/AP 


Joe Pesci, left, and Robert De Niro are 
pictured in a scene from “The Irishman.” 
Netflix said Tuesday that the film, directed 
by Martin Scorsese, will open theatrically 
Nov. 1 and begin streaming Nov. 27. 

associate Frank Sheeran, will open the New 
York Film Festival on Sept. 27. 

Also on Tuesday, the festival disclosed the 


film’s lengthy runtime on its website: 210 
minutes. 

Because of the Aim’s pedigree, theater 
owners had lobbied Netflix to give “The 
Irishman” a traditional, wide release. But 
the mqjor theater chains, including AMC and 
Cinemark, have refused to play movies that 
don’t adhere to the standard 90-day exclusiv¬ 
ity window. Netflix instead has said the film 
will be released in select theaters. 

Netflix last fall first began releasing certain 
titles in theaters first, beginning with Alfonso 
Cuaron’s “Roma,” the Coen brothers’ “The 
Ballad of Buster Scruggs” and the Sandra 
Bullock thriller “Bird Box.” This fall, they 
will expand that strategy to more Aims and, 
in some cases, elongate theatrical runs to 
about four weeks. 

The Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences earher this year contemplated a 
new rule stipulating a four-week exclusive 
run in theaters before ultimately deciding 
not to amend their rules for next year’s Os¬ 
cars. On its way to several Academy Award 
wins, “Roma” played solely in theaters for 
just over three weeks. 
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By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
ou could say many things to de¬ 
scribe a week in which President 
Donald Trump got in a snit about 
buying Greenland, called the 
Federal Reserve chairman an “enemy,” 
reversed his position repeatedly on China, 
and rebuffed European allies by saying 
he’s ready to invite Russia to a global sum¬ 
mit at one of his Florida golf resorts. 

But “exhausting” would be the word at 
the top of my list after Trump’s whirling- 
dervish performance. Yes, I’m shocked, 
confused, sometimes indignant about his 
erratic policy statements. But there’s a 
deeper feeling that others may share: I’m 
tired of Trump’s antics. They take up too 
much emotional space. Every day, there’s a 
new narcissistic boast, a new lie to correct, 
a new violation of what people used to call 
presidential “decorum.” 

Trump seems to love each manic min¬ 
ute. He craves the chance to command the 
public spotlight. He has two main foils in 
his daily extravaganza: the news media 
(“Fake News!”) and liberal Democrats (es¬ 
pecially ones of color) whom he baits every 
chance he gets. It’s a stand-up comedy of 
insults more than a presidency. 

But every performer knows the cruel 
truth: The public eventually gets bored 
with even the most novel act. It takes ever 
greater energy to produce the same shock 
value. A veteran like Trump surely under¬ 
stands the Hollywood reality that today’s 
star becomes tomorrow’s has-been. With 
cruel speed, the cycle goes from “You gotta 
get me Donald!” to “Who’s Donald?” That’s 
not a political judgment; it’s just show biz. 

Data gives a hint of this Trump fatigue. 


By George F. Will 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
et us now praise an insufficiently 
famous man, Nevada’s Democratic 
Gov. Steve Sisolak, who in May 
gave his party’s presidential aspi¬ 
rants a much-needed example of prudence. 
With the national media mesmerized by 
those aspirants’ festival of pandering, scant 
attention was given to Sisolak’s good deed. 

He vetoed legislation that would have 
enrolled Nevada, against Nevada’s interest, 
in the National Popular Vote, a multistate 
compact to circumvent the Constitution’s 
amendment process in order to achieve 
something the Constitution’s Framers re¬ 
jected — the election of presidents by pop¬ 
ular vote m^orities or, often, pluralities. 

Sisolak’s good deed and sound reason¬ 
ing demonstrate why those Democratic 
aspirants who advocate abolition of the 
Electoral College —11 do explicitly; three 
others, who are profiles in indecision, are 
“open” to abolition — are not just mistak¬ 
en, they are wasting their breath. 

Because in 2000 and 2016 the Demo¬ 
cratic candidate won the popular vote but 
not the presidency, many Democrats favor 
amending the Constitution to replace the 
electoral vote system with the election of 
presidents by direct popular vote. Politi¬ 
cally, this is almost impossible, for the rea¬ 
son many Democrats favor it. The electoral 
vote system enhances the political weight 
of the less populous states, which are dis¬ 
proportionately red. Hence the National 
Popular Vote gimmick. 

By joining the NPV compact, each state 
agrees that its electoral votes will be cast 
for the winner of the national popular vote. 


Every performer knows 
the cruel truth: The public 
eventually gets bored with 
even the most novel act. 


His popularity remains low, with just a 
41.5% average approval rating, accord¬ 
ing to the website FiveThirtyEight, and 
it hasn’t budged much for the last year. 
Trump’s tweets get less than half as many 
interactions (retweets plus likes) as they 
did in early 2017, according to an analysis 
by the analytical firm CrowdTangle, cited 
in May by Axios. 

And Trump’s Twitter impact is less than 
the public furor (and his 63.6 million of¬ 
ficial followers) suggests. A recent Gal¬ 
lup poll found that only 8% of U.S. adults 
who have a Twitter account say they fol¬ 
low Trump’s account and only 4% say they 
regularly read it. 

Trump is catnip for political junkies, 
but even here the appeal may be fading. 
According to an analysis of roughly 3,000 
websites by the analytics firm Parse.ly, the 
demand for political stories about Trump 
(measured by average views per post about 
him) declined 37.8% in the first six months 
of 2019 from its level in the six months 
after his inauguration, said Kelsey Arendt, 
a senior data analyst with Parse.ly. 

Trump fatigue is a subset of a deeper 
public disaffection with politics itself, and 
news about it. Everybody’s always squawk¬ 
ing in the age of Trump, and pollsters find 
that the public increasingly is tuning out. 
The louder the argument, the more people 
seem to distrust the news organizations 
that amplify the intensely partisan debate. 


even if a different candidate wins the pop¬ 
ular vote in the state. The compact would 
come alive when the compacting states 
have, cumulatively, at least 270 electoral 
votes. So far, 15 states and the District of 
Columbia, with a combined total of 196 
electoral votes, have enacted NPV. 

Nevada’s Democratic-controlled House 
and Senate voted to join NPV. Sisolak, how¬ 
ever, vetoed this because it would “dimin¬ 
ish the role of smaller states like Nevada in 
national electoral contests.” 

In 2016, 32 states (including Nevada) 
and the District of Columbia had a larger 
share of the electoral votes than of their 
share of the nation’s population. Abolition 
of the Electoral College would diminish 
the weight of these 33 entities in presiden¬ 
tial elections. Motivated by misconceived 
altruism or tribal loyalty to the Democrat¬ 
ic Party, some of the 32 state legislatures 
(Washington’s city council has no say in 
amending the Constitution) might vote to 
ratify an amendment ending the Electoral 
College. Four small states, all of them blue 
(Delaware, Hawaii, Rhode Island, Ver¬ 
mont), have joined the NPV compact. 

But 13 states can block a constitutional 
amendment. The 13 least populous states 
would suffer the largest diminution of 
their weight in presidential politics. So, 
at least 13 probably would kill such an 
amendment. 

The NPV compact, an attempted end- 
run around the amendment process, pro¬ 
vides no enforcement mechanism if states 
flinch from casting their electoral votes for 
a candidate the states’ voters spurned. Fur¬ 
thermore, the Constitution says, “No state 
shall, without the consent of Congress ... 
enter into any agreement or compact with 
another state.” The Supreme Court has 


This news overload was described by the 
Pew Research Center in polling released 
in June 2018. Pew found that 68% of those 
polled described themselves as “worn out 
by the amount of news.” The demographic 
breakdown was fascinating. More Repub¬ 
licans expressed fatigue than Democrats; 
more whites than blacks; more women 
than men; more college graduates than 
those with a high school education. 

Interestingly, among age groups, re¬ 
spondents over 65 had the largest percent¬ 
age of those who “like the amount of news” 
they’re getting. 

The fatigue factor is also clear in a Pew 
poll of social media users released earlier 
this month. Asked if they were “worn out 
by how many political posts and discus¬ 
sions they see,” nearly half (46%) said yes. 
The numbers were roughly the same for 
men and women and old and young, but 
Republicans were more “worn out” than 
Democrats, and whites were significantly 
more so than nonwhites. 

As Trump-era politics get noisier, a 
weary public seems to be tuning out. What 
are the political implications of this trend 
as we head toward the 2020 presidential 
election? Certainly, turnout will be critical; 
motivated voters will drive the outcome in 
a country that’s turned off by politics. 

But who’s the Trump defuser? Who can 
calm a country that has frazzled nerves 
from the daily Trump barrage? The best 
candidate, in theory, would be someone 
who promises to restore sanity, fairness 
and national unity. 

But that’s a high bar. Any Democrat who 
can win the nomination will probably sound 
shrill to many Republicans. In the angry 
scrum of American politics, the sensible 
center seems as mythical as Camelot. 


allowed a few compacts without congres¬ 
sional approval, but precedence suggests 
Congress’ consent is needed for compacts 
that impede federal supremacy, which 
NPV would do. And the Senate is not apt to 
approve NPV, which diminishes states that 
have 64 Senate votes. 

To the multiplying reasons for hop¬ 
ing that Donald Trump’s presidency is in 
its final 17 months, add this: Although he 
might assemble 270 electoral votes, it is 
highly unlikely that he can win the popu¬ 
lar vote. So, if he is reelected, three of the 
previous six elections will have been won 
by the popular vote loser. This will fuel the 
assault on the Electoral College, which has 
served the nation well and is justified by 
sound political considerations (it encour¬ 
ages national campaigning and coalition 
building) and constitutional principles 
(it tempers mqjoritarianism in order to 
strengthen federalism). 

Finally, a potential new wrinkle in the 
wrangling about the Electoral College con¬ 
cerns Texas. Myra Adams, a Real Clear 
Politics contributor, notes the following: 
Since 1976, when Jimmy Carter carried 
Texas, Republican presidents and nomi¬ 
nees have easily won there. But Trump’s 
margin of victory (9 percentage points) 
was smaller than in Iowa (9.4 points). His 
approval last month in Texas (51% approve, 
45% disapprove) represented a 14% net de¬ 
crease since January 2017 (54% approve, 
34% disapprove). If Texas turns blue. Re¬ 
publicans, shorn of 38 secure electoral 
votes, might display their versatility of 
conviction and penchant for philosophical 
somersaults by discovering that they favor 
abolishing the Electoral College after all. 
But by then Democrats will have changed 
their malleable minds to favor keeping it. 



Dems’ dislike of Electoral College is situational 









Thursday, August 29,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 21 


BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Ex-Google engineer charged in theft of auto tech 


Toyota, Suzuki pair up in 
quest to make robotic cars 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan’s top au¬ 
tomaker, Toyota, and smaller 
rival Suzuki are partnering in 
the development of self-driv¬ 
ing car technology, as manu¬ 
facturers around the world 
grapple with innovations in 
the industry. 

Under the deal, announced 
Wednesday, Toyota will take 
a 4.9% stake in Suzuki Motor 
Corp. valued at 96 billion yen 
($908 million), and Suzuki will 
make a 48 billion yen ($454 
million) investment in Toyota. 

In 2017, Toyota Motor Corp. 
and Suzuki agreed to work to¬ 
gether in ecological and safety 
technology. That deal did not 


include owning mutual stakes. 

Auto manufacturers are fac¬ 
ing a costly shift toward the 
use of artificial intelligence, 
the internet and other tech¬ 
nologies. Partnerships are one 
way to share the enormous 
costs. 

Last month, Volkswagen AG 
of Germany said it is invest¬ 
ing $2.6 billion in a Pittsburgh 
autonomous vehicle company 
that’s mostly owned by Ford, 
Argo AI, with a plan to put 
autonomous vehicles on the 
roads in the US. and Europe 
as early as 2021. 

In February, BMW and 
Daimler said they are working 
together on self-driving cars. 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif — A former 
Google engineer was charged 
Tuesday with stealing self-driv¬ 
ing car technology from the com¬ 
pany shortly before he joined 
Uber’s efforts to catch up in the 
high-stakes race to build robotic 
vehicles. 

The indictment filed by the 
US. attorney’s office in San Jose, 
Calif, is an offshoot of a lawsuit 
filed in 2017 by Waymo, a self¬ 
driving car pioneer spun off from 
Google. Uber agreed to settle the 
case for $245 million last year, 
but the presiding judge made 
an unusual recommendation to 
open a criminal probe after see¬ 
ing enough evidence to conclude 
a theft may have occurred. 

Uber considered having self¬ 
driving technology crucial to 
survive and counter potential 
competitive threats from Waymo 
and dozens of other companies 
working on robotic vehicles. Uber 
wants to build self-driving cars so 
it can eliminate the need to have 
a human behind the wheel, one of 
the biggest expenses in its still- 
unprofitable ride-hailing service. 

Anthony Levandowski, a pio¬ 
neer in robotic vehicles, was 
charged with 33 counts of trade 
secrets theft. Each count carries 
a penalty of up to 10 years in pris¬ 
on and a $250,000 fine, or $8.25 
million if convicted of all counts. 

Miles Ehrlich, one of Levan- 
dowski’s attorneys, maintained 
his innocence in a statement read 
outside the courthouse. 

“He didn’t steal anything, from 
anyone,” Ehrlich said. “This case 
rehashes claims already discred¬ 
ited in a civil case that settled 
more than a year and a half ago.” 

Prosecutors say the probe is 
ongoing, but they wouldn’t say 
whether Uber and former CEO 
Travis Kalanick are targets. 


Prosecutors say Google, Waymo 
and Uber cooperated in the 
investigation. 

Although Tuesday’s indictment 
didn’t charge Uber, it’s a stain for 
a company that has been trying to 
recover from a series of scandals 
since jettisoning Kalanick two 
years ago. Uber has also been 
dealing with fallout from its own 
acknowledgement of rampant 
sexual harassment, its use of soft¬ 
ware designed to dupe regulators 
and a yearlong cover-up of a hack¬ 
ing attack that stole the personal 
information of 57 million passen¬ 
gers and 600,000 drivers. 

The FBI depicted its pursuit 
of the complex case as a sign of 
its commitment to protecting 
technology considered vital to 
the economy’s growth. “Silicon 
Valley is not the Wild West,” said 


John Bennett, the FBI agent in 
charge of the investigation. 

Levandowski, 39, turned him¬ 
self in and was released later 
in the day on a $2 million bond. 
Prosecutors agreed to the re¬ 
lease, even while characterizing 
him as a flight risk because of his 
wealth and dual citizenship in the 
US. and France. Levandowski, 
though, had already surrendered 
both passports to the FBI and will 
be required, at least initially, to 
wear an ankle bracelet with GPS 
tracking. He is also banned from 
airports while release details are 
worked out. 

The indictment accuses 
Levandowski of stealing years 
of top-secret information, which 
prosecutors likened to the crown 
jewels of the Waymo spinoff That 
included breakthroughs in lidar, 


a key piece of technology that en¬ 
ables self-driving cars to detect 
what’s around them. 

During the Waymo trial, Ka¬ 
lanick conceded that Uber need¬ 
ed to develop self-driving cars if 
it hoped to maintain its early po¬ 
sition as the world’s largest ride- 
hailing service. But he denied 
that he ever resorted to stealing 
technology from Google, whom 
he believed was an ally until he 
began to suspect the company 
intended to launch its own ride- 
hailing service consisting entire¬ 
ly of its robotic vehicles. 

But Kalanick also testified that 
his push to build a fleet of self¬ 
driving cars for Uber led him 
to start wooing Levandowski in 
2015 while he was still at Google. 
Levandowski left early the fol¬ 
lowing year to devote his time to 
Otto, a self-driving truck compa¬ 
ny he started with another Google 
employee, Lior Ron, who also left. 
Uber bought Otto later in 2016 for 
$680 million. 

Waymo, which spun off from 
Google in 2016, alleged that 
Levandowski downloaded 14,000 
documents containing its trade 
secrets before he left for Otto. 

Uber denied know anything 
about those documents, but even¬ 
tually fired him after he repeat¬ 
edly asserted his constitutional 
right against self-incrimination 
leading up to the trial. 
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Ehrlich’s statement Tuesday 
said Levandowski downloaded 
the documents as an authorized 
Google employee and never 
brought those files to Uber or any 
other company. 

The whiff of potential wrongdo¬ 
ing in Waymo’s civil case became 
even more pungent following the 
disclosure of allegations by a 
former Uber security specialist, 
Richard Jacobs, that the compa¬ 
ny employed an espionage team 
to spy on Waymo and other rivals 
while creating ways to conceal 
any stolen technology. 
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purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 — Romeo 
5 Biblical boat 
8 Japanese noodle 

12 Bell sound 

13 Bee follower 

14 Actress Hatcher 

15 Release money 

16 PC program 

17 Cameo shape 

18 Crafty 

20 Drink to excess 

22 “Gosh!” 

23 Actress Long 

24 Cast a ballot 
27 Sweet variety 

of wine 

32 Before 

33 “This — stickup!” 

34 Punk-rock 
subgenre 

35 Put on the air 

38 Radar image 

39 Actress Longoria 

40 Greek X 
42 Spinach¬ 
eating sailor 

45 Montana’s capital 

49 On — with 

50 Shock partner 

52 Actor Neeson 

53 Tennis barriers 

54 Seminary subj. 

8-29 
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55 Aware of 

24 Dog doc 

56 Canyon sound 

25 Mine yield 

57 “Frontline” airer 

26 Mind reader 

58 Calendar row 

28 Naval letters 

29 Messenger 

DOWN 

bags 

1 LAPD alerts 

30 Brit, record label 

2 Wife of Jacob 

31 Prune 

3 Equitable 

36 Extremely 

4 Claim 

37 Low isle 

5 College life 

38 Swell, as a cloud 

6 Gym unit 

41 That guy 

7 Retained 

42 Glazier’s sheet 

8 Perfect place 

43 Oil cartel 

9 “Slumdog 

44 Lawman Wyatt 

Millionaire” actor 

46 Aachen article 

10 Spoken 

47 eager Archibald 

11 Cleopatra’s river 

48 Out of control 

19 You and 1 

51 Charlotte’s 

21 Business mag 

creation 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


QBREC NZPD AP EPXXBXVNPY? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT MIGHT YOU 
CALL THE INS OLENT ANSWERS THAT ARE GIVEN 
BY MISBEHAVING CHILDREN? BRATTITUDE. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals R 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Ichiro Katayanagi CustomerHelp@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.coi 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 

paypal. 

] People saying Free Dog 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


House Furnished 876 


TLATLFTDY Spacious 

updated apartment in the KMC 
3B,1.5Ba Close to US Bases & 
Autobahn $0 out of pocket 

CallMelli +49 173 564 2682 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 
military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 


STARSlQfSTRIPES. 







Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSIQISTRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL preseason 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 


College football 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Deals 


New England 
Buffalo 
Miami 
N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 

Oakland 
Kansas City 
Denver 
L.A. Chargers 


000 63 23 

000 75 50 

667 70 50 

333 57 69 

333 50 50 

333 56 85 

000 51 72 

‘ 17 75 

000 65 41 

000 81 28 
667 63 41 

333 63 76 


333 62 61 


N.Y. Giants 
Dallas 
Washington 
Philadelphia 

Tampa Bay 
New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 

Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Chicago 
Detroit 


.rge._ . _ . - 

national conference 

East 
L T 


000 45 59 


0 3 0 

West 


000 88 58 


667 57 56 

667 72 64 

333 40 50 

000 54 89 

000 79 53 

333 62 74 

333 53 72 

000 46 85 


667 64 54 

333 23 34 

333 52 66 


San Francisco 3 0 0 1 
Seattle 

Arizona _ _ . _ 

Thursday, Aug. 22 
N.Y. Giants 25, Cincinnati 23 
Washington 19, Atlanta 7 
New England 10, Carolina 3 
Baltimore 26, Philadelphia 15 
Miami 22, Jacksonville 7 
Oakland 22, Green Bay 21 
Friday, Aug. 23 
Tampa Bay 13, Cleveland 12 
Buffalo 24, Detroit 20 

Saturday, Aug. 24 
Minnesota 20, Arizona 9 
Chicago 27, Indianapolis 17 
Dallas 34, Houston 0 
San Francisco 27, Kansas City 17 
New Orleans 28, N.Y. Jets 13 
L.A. Rams 10, Denver 6 
Seattle 23, L.A. Chargers 15 
Sunday, Aug. 25 
Pittsburgh 18, Tennessee 6 
Thursday’s games 
Indianapolis at Cincinnati 
Minnesota at Buffalo 
Atlanta at Jacksonville 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets 
Pittsburgh at Carolina 
Baltimore at Washington 
N.Y. Giants at New England 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Kansas City at Green Bay 
Miami at New Orleans 
Tampa Bay at Dallas 
Tennessee at Chicago 
L.A. Rams at Houston 
Arizona at Denver 
Oakland at Seattle 
L.A. Chargers at San Francisco 

NFL calendar 


Lauderdale, Fla. 

Oct. 29 — All trading ends for 2019 at 
4 p.m. (ET) 

Dec. 12 — League meeting. Las Coli- 
nas, Texas. 

2020 

Jan. 4-5 — Wild-card playoffs. 

Jan. 11-12 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 19 — AFC and NFC championship 
games. 

Jan. 26 — NFL Pro Bowl. 

Feb. 2 — Super Bowl, Hard Rock Sta¬ 
dium, Miami Gardens, Fla. 


AP sportlight 


Aug. 29 

1885 — John L. Sullivan wins the first 
world heavyweight title under the Mar¬ 
quess of Queensbury rules when he 
beats Dominic McCaffrey In six rounds. 
The fight features 3-ounce gloves and 3- 
minute rounds. 

1952 — Dr. Reginald Weir becomes the 
first black man to compete in the U.S. 
Tennis Championships, Weir appears 
two years after Althea Gibson breaks 
the color barrier in the tournament and 
loses In four sets to William Stuck!. 


Schedule 

Thursday, Aug. 29 
EAST 

Robert Morris at Buffalo 
Delaware St. at Delaware 
Bryant at Stony Brook 
Wagner at UConn 

SOUTH 

Union (Ky.) at Morehead St. 

E. Illinois at Chattanooga 
Valparaiso at E. Kentucky 
Pikeville at Murray St. 

Jacksonville at Richmond 
Gardner-Webb at Charlotte 
Florida A&M at UCF 
Northwestern St. at UT Martin 
Cent. Arkansas at W. Kentucky 
NC Central at Austin Peay 
Georgia Tech at Clemson 
W. Illinois at North Alabama 
Jacksonville St. at SE Louisiana 
FlUatTulane 
Alabama St. at UAB 

MIDWEST 

Morgan St. at Bowling Green 
Albany (NY) at Cent. Michigan 
UCLA at Cincinnati 
S. Illinois atSE Missouri 
S. Dakota St. at Minnesota 
SOUTHWEST 
Bethel (Tenn.) at Lamar 
Texas St. at Texas A&M 
FAR WEST 

Missouri St. at N. Arizona 
Kent St. at Arizona St. 

N. Colorado at San Jose St. 

Utah at BYU 

Friday^Aug. 30 

Rice at Army 
Sacred Heart at Maine 
UMass at Rutgers 

SOUTH 

Wisconsin at South Florida 
Utah St. at Wake Forest 

MIDWEST 

Tulsa at Michigan St 

FAR WEST 
Purdue at Nevada 
Colorado vs. Colorado St. at Denver 
Oklahoma St. at Oregon St. 

Saturday, Aug. 31 
EAST 

St. Francis (Pa.) at Lehigh 
James Madison at West Virginia 
Bucknell at Temple 
Holy Cross at Navy 
Idaho at Penn St. 

Virginia Tech at Boston College 
CCSU at Fordham 
Va. Lynchburg at Merrimack 
Virginia at Pittsburgh 
SOUTH 

Toledo at Kentucky 
Mississippi St. vs. Louisiana-Lafayette 
at New Orleans 

Howard at Maryland 
Mississippi at Memphis 
East Carolina at NC State 
Georgetown at Davidson 
Charleston Southern at Furman 
Towson at The Citadel 
ETSU at Appalachian St. 

E. Michigan at Coastal Carolina 
Alabama vs. Duke at Atlanta 


Auto racing 


Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
schedule and winners 

Feb. 10 — x-Advance Auto Parts Clash 
(Jimmie Johnson) 

Feb. 14 - x-Gander RV Duel at DAY¬ 
TONA 1 (Kevin Harvick) 

Feb. 14 - x-Gander RV Duel at DAY¬ 
TONA 2 (Joey Logano) 

Feb. 17 - DAYTONA 500 (Denny Ham¬ 
lin) 

Feb. 24 - Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 
(Brad Keselowski) 

March 3 — Pennzoil 400 presented by 
Jiffy Lube (Joey Logano) 

March 10 — TicketGuardian 500 (Kyle 
Busch) 

March 17 - Auto Club 400 (Kyle 
Busch) 

March 24 - STP 500 (Brad Keselows¬ 
ki) 

March 31 — O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 
(Denny Hamlin) 

April 7 - Food City 500 (Kyle Busch) 
April 13 — Toyota Owners 400 (Martin 
Truex Jr) 

April 28 - GEICO 500 (Chase Elliott) 
May 6 — Gander RV 400 (Martin Truex 
Jr) 

May 11 - Digital Ally 400 (Brad Kesel¬ 
owski) 

May __ 

(Kyle Larson) 

May 18 — x-Monster Energy NASCAR 
All-Star Race (Kyle Larson) 

May 26 — Coca-Cola 600 (Martin 
Truex Jr) 

June 2 — Pocono 400 (Kyle Busch) 

June 10 — FireKeepers Casino 400 
(Joey Logano) 

June 23 — Toyota / Save Mart 350 
(Martin Truex Jr) 

June 30 — Camping World 400 (Alex 
Bowman) 

July 7 — Coke Zero Sugar 400 (Justin 
Haley) 

July 13 — Quaker State 400 Presented 
by Walmart (Kurt Busch) 

July 21 — Foxwoods Resort Casino 301 
(Kevin Harvick) 

July 28 — Gander RV 400 (Denny Ham¬ 
lin) 

Aug. 4 — Go Bowling at The Glen 
(Chase Elliott) 

Aug. 11 — Consumers Energy 400 (Kev¬ 
in Harvick) 

Aug. 17 — Bass Pro Shops NRA Night 
Race (Denny Hamlin) 

Sept. 1 — Bojangles’ Southern 500, 
Darlington, S.C. 


North Carolina vs. South Carolina at 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Georgia St. at Tennessee 
Elizabeth City St. at Hampton 
Point (Ga.) at Kennesaw St. 

Syracuse at Liberty 
Elon at NC A&T 
Wofford at SC State 
Campbell at Troy 
Mercer at W. Carolina 
Lafayette at William & Mary 
VMI at Marshall 

Boise St. vs. Florida St. at Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

Southern U. at McNeese St. 

Norfolk St. at Old Dominion 
Alcorn St. at Southern Miss. 
Presbyterian at Stetson 
MVSU at Tennessee St. 

Samford at Tennessee Tech 
Georgia Southern at LSU 
Georgia at Vanderbilt 
Grambling St. at Loulslana-Monroe 
MIDWEST 
Akron at Illinois 

Ball St. vs. Indiana at Indianapolis 
N. Iowa at Iowa St. 

Indiana St. at Kansas 
South Alabama at Nebraska 
FAU at Ohio St. 

Rhode Island at Ohio 
Montana at South Dakota 
Butler vs. N. Dakota St. at Minneapolis 
Drake at North Dakota 
Nicholls at Kansas St. 

Illinois St. at N. Illinois 
Monmouth (NJ) at W. Michigan 
Miami (Ohio) at Iowa 
Middle Tennessee at Michigan 
SOUTHWEST 
Portland St. at Arkansas 
Montana St. at Texas Tech 
Incarnate Word at UTSA 
Prairie View at Texas Southern 
SMU at Arkansas St. 

Stephen F. Austin at Baylor 
Abilene Christian at North Texas 
Ark.-Pine Bluff at TCU 
Louisiana Tech at Texas 
Houston Baptist at UTEP 
FAR WEST 

E. Washington at Washington 

Colgate at Air Force 

Northwestern at Stanford 

San Diego at Cal Poly 

Sam Houston St. at New Mexico 

UC Davis at California 

Auburn vs. Oregon at Arlington, Texas 

Missouri at Wyoming 

S. Oregon at Sacramento St. 

Weber St. at San Diego St. 

S. Utah at UNLV 

New Mexico St. at Washington St. 
Fresno St. at Southern Cal 

Sunday, Sept. 1 
SOUTH 

Bethune-Cookman vs. Jackson St. at 
Atlanta 

Morehouse vs. Alabama A&M at Can¬ 
ton, Ohio 

SOUTHWEST 

Houston at Oklahoma 

Monday, Sept. 2 
SOUTH 

Notre Dame at Louisville 


Sept. 8 — Big Machine Vodka 400 at 
the Brickyard, Speedway, Ind. 

Sept. 15 — South Point 400, Las Vegas, 
Nev. 

Sept. 21 — Federated Auto Parts 400, 
Richmond, Va. 

Sept. 29 - Bank of America ROVAL 
400, Concord, N.C. 

Oct. 6 — Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
Series Race at Dover, Dover, Del. 

Oct. 13 - 1000Bulbs.com 500, Talla¬ 
dega, Ala. 

Oct. 20 — Hollywood Casino 400, Kan¬ 
sas City, Kan. 

Oct. 27 — First Data 500, Martinsville, 

Nov. 3 - AAA Texas 500, Fort Worth, 
Texas 

Nov. 10 — Monster Energy NASCAR 
Cup Series Race at ISM Raceway, Avon- 

Nov. 17 — Ford Ecoboost 400, Home¬ 
stead, Fla. 

IndyCar schedule and winners 

Marcb 10 — Firestone Grand Prix of St. 
Petersburg (Josef Newgarden) 

Marcb 24 - INDYCAR Classic (Colton 
Herta) 

April 7 — Honda Indy Grand Prix of 
Alabama (Takuma Sato) 

April 14 — Acura Grand Prix of Long 
Beach (Alexander Rossi) 

May 11 - INDYCAR Grand Prix (Simon 
Pagenaud) 

May 26 — Indianapolis 500 (Simon Pa¬ 
genaud) 

June 1 — Chevrolet Detroit Grand Prix 

1 (Josef Newgarden) 

June 2 — Chevrolet Detroit Grand Prix 

2 (Scott Dixon) 

June 8 — DXC Technology 600 (Josef 
Newgarden) 

June 23 — REV Group Grand Prix at 
Road America (Alexander Rossi) 

July 14 — Honda Indy Toronto (Simon 
Pagenaud) 

July 20 — Iowa 300 (Josef Newgarden) 

July 28 — Honda Indy 200 at Mid—Ohio 
(Scott Dixon) 

Aug. 18 - ABC Supply 500 (Will Pow¬ 
er) 

Aug. 24 — Bommarlto Automotive 
Group 500 (Takuma Sato) 

Sept. 1 — Grand Prix of Portland, Port¬ 
land, Ore. 

Sept. 22 — Firestone Grand Prix of 
Monterey, Monterey, Calif. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta 15 9 3 48 46 30 

Philadelphia 14 8 6 48 51 41 

New York City FC 13 5 8 47 48 33 

New York 12 11 5 41 47 42 

D.C. United 10 10 9 39 36 38 

New England 10 9 8 38 40 46 

Toronto FC 10 10 7 37 43 44 

Montreal 10 14 4 34 40 52 

Orlando City 9 12 7 34 35 36 

Chicago 8 12 9 33 43 42 

Columbus 8 15 6 30 32 43 

Cincinnati 5 19 3 18 27 64 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 19 3 5 62 74 28 

Real Salt Lake 13 10 4 43 40 34 

Seattle 12 8 7 43 42 40 

LA Galaxy 13 11 3 42 38 41 

Minnesota 12 9 6 42 44 37 

San Jose 12 10 5 41 45 43 

FC Dallas 11 10 7 40 44 37 

Portland 11 11 4 37 42 40 

Sporting KC 9 11 7 34 40 45 

Houston 9 14 4 31 38 48 

Colorado 7 14 6 27 43 54 

Vancouver 6 13 9 27 28 48 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Aug. 21 
New York City FC 1, Columbus 0 
New York 2, D.C. United 1 
Los Angeles FC 4, San Jose 0 
Thursday, Aug. 22 

Sporting Kansas City 1, Minnesota 0 
Friday, Aug. 23 
Atlanta 1, Orlando City 0 
Seattle 2, Portland 1 

Saturday, Aug. 24 
New York City FC 2, New York 1 
New England 2, Chicago 1 
Philadelphia 3, D.C. United 1 
Toronto FC 2, Montreal 1 
Real Salt Lake 2, Colorado 0 
San Jose 3, Vancouver 1 
Sunday, Aug. 25 
Columbus 3, Cincinnati 1 
FC Dallas 5, Houston 1 
LA Galaxy 3, Los Angeles FC 3, tie 
Wednesday’s game 
Vancouver at Montrea 

Saturday’s games 
Colorado at New York 
Chicago at Columbus 
D.C. United at Montreal 
Toronto FC at New England 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Cincinnati at FC Dallas 
Houston at Sporting Kansas City 
New York City FC at Vancouver 
Real Salt Lake at Portland 
Orlando City at San Jose 
Sunday’s games 
LA Galaxy at Seattle 
Minnesota at Los Angeles FC 
Saturday, Sept. 7 
New England at New York City FC 
Toronto FC at Cincinnati 
Los Angeles FC at Orlando City 
Seattle at Colorado 
Sporting Kansas City at Portland 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Portland 10 3 6 36 39 22 

North Carolina 9 4 4 31 32 17 

Chicago 9 8 2 29 29 26 

Utah 8 6 4 28 19 15 

Reign FC 7 5 6 27 16 20 

Washington 7 7 4 25 22 19 

Houston 6 8 4 22 18 28 

Sky Blue FC 4 11 4 16 15 25 

Orlando 4 12 2 14 19 37 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Aug. 21 
Utah 0, Washington 0, tie 
Orlando 2, Chicago 1 

Saturday, Aug. 24 
North Carolina 1, Reign FC 0 
Washington 2, Orlando 1 
Sky Blue FC 2, Houston 1 
Sunday, Aug. 25 
Portland 3, Chicago 0 

Saturday’s game 
Washington at Orlando 
Friday, Sept. 6 
Portland at Utah 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


x-Washington 
x-Connecticut 
x-Chicago 
Indiana 
New York 
Atlanta 


22 8 .733 - 

21 9 .700 1 

18 12 .600 4 

11 19 .367 11 

9 21 .300 13 

- 22 .241 14'/2 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


12 .613 
II .621 
15 .516 
15 .500 
15 .483 
20 .310 


x-Las Vegas 19 

x-Los Angeles 18 

x-Minnesota 16 

x-Seattle 15 

Phoenix 14 

Dallas 9 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Tuesday’s games 
Indiana 86, Las Vegas 71 
Washington 95, Los Angeles 66 
Phoenix 95, New York 82 
Minnesota 93, Chicago 85 
Connecticut 89, Seattle 70 
Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Thursday’s games 
Los Angeles at Indiana 
Phoenix at Atlanta 
Dallas at Chicago 

Friday’r- 

at Ne 


Connecticut a1 


w York 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

Major League Baseball 

MLB — Suspended Seattle OF Keon 
Broxton two games and fined him an 
undisclosed amount for throwing equip¬ 
ment, which hit Umpire Manny Gonza¬ 
lez, during an Aug. 26 game against the 
New York Yankees. Suspended and fined 
Los Angeles Dodgers 3B Justin Turner 
one-game for contact with umpire Rob 
Drake. 

American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Sent LHP 
Manny Banuelos to Charlotte (IL) for a 
rehab assignment. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Sent RHP Dan¬ 
ny Salazar to Akron (EL) and OF Jordan 
Luplow to Columbus (IL) for rehab as¬ 
signments. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Activated INF 
Aledmys Diaz from the 10-day IL. Op¬ 
tioned INF-OF Myles Straw to Round 
Rock (PCD. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Assigned 
SS Wilfredo Tovar outright to Salt Lake 
(PCL). Reinstated RHP Keynan Middleton 
from the 10-day IL. Optioned RHP Taylor 
Cole to Salt Lake. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Optioned LHP 
Lewis Thorpe to Rochester (IL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Sent RHP Aus¬ 
tin Adams to Arkansas (TL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Placed OF/DH 
Hunter Pence on the 10-day IL, retroac¬ 
tive to August 24. Recalled INF/C Islah 
KIner-Falefa from Nashville (PCL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Released RHP 
Nick Kingham. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Sent RHP Darren 
O’Day to Florida (FSL) for a rehab assign- 

CHICAGO CUBS - Placed LHP Cole 
Hamels on paternity leave. Recalled RHP 
James Norwood from Iowa (PCL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reinstated IB 
Joey Votto from 10-day IL. Optioned INF/ 
OF Jose Peraza to Louisville (IL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Recalled OF 
Sam Hilliard and selected the contract of 
RHP Rico Garcia from Albuquerque (PCL). 
Optioned LHP Phillip Diehl and RHP Joe 
Harvey to Albuquerque. Transferred RHP 
Chad Bettis to the 60-day IL. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Optioned 
C Austin Barnes to Oklahoma City (PCL). 
Reinstated C Russell Martin from the be¬ 
reavement list. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Sent RHP Jose Ure- 
na and SS Miguel Rojas to New Orleans 
(PCL) for rehab assignments. Placed RHP 
Austin Brice on the 10-day IL, retroactive 
to Aug. 25. Recalled RHP Tyler Kinley 
from New Orleans (PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Released 
RHP Jhoulys Chacin. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
3B Maikel Franco to Lehigh Valley (IL). Re¬ 
instated OF Bryce Harper from paternity 
leave. Sent RHP Edubray Ramos to Clear¬ 
water (FSL) for a rehab assignment. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Sent OF Jose 
Martinez to Springfield (TL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Sent RHP 
Johnny Cueto to Sacramento (PCL) for 
a rehab assignment. Recalled OF Joey 
Rickard, INF Mauricio Dubon and se¬ 
lected the contract of RHP Tyler Rogers 
from Sacramento. Optioned INF Abla- 
tal Avelino to Sacramento. Placed RHP 
Trevor Gott on the 10-day IL. Waived INF 
Scooter Gennett. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Signed 
RHP Josh Lucas to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed G Armoni 
Brooks. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released DL 
Terrell McClain. Signed OL Jacob Ohne- 

^°CHicAGO BEARS - Placed OL T.J. 
Clemmings on reserve/injured list. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Waived WR 
Jaelen Strong. 

DETROIT LIONS - Released QB David 
Fales and RB Zach Zenner. Signed QB 
Luis Perez. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Released/injury 
settlement T Jordan Mills and TE Clive 
Walford. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Released CB 
Bene Benwikere and WR Jordan Taylor. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed RB 
Brandon Wilds, WR Nick Williams and CB 
Chris Campbell to one-year contracts. 
Waived OL Willie Beavers, LB Malcolm 
Smith and OL Dillon Day. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Issued an additional game 
suspension (two games total) and an ad¬ 
ditional undisclosed fine to D.C. United 
F Wayne Rooney for violent conduct in 
the 21st minute of the Black-and-Red’s 
match against the New York Red Bulls. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Traded the 
rights to M Hany Mukhtar to Nashville 
(USL Championship) for general alloca¬ 
tion money. 

TENNIS 

WTA — Elected Sloane Stephens and 
Madison Keys top 20 representatives, 
Donna Vekic 21-50 representative, Alek- 
sandra Krunic 51-100 representive and 
Gabriela Dabrowski 21■^ representative 
of the Players’ Council, Alastair Garland 
tournament board representative for 
Asia/Pacific and Victor Ruiz Asia/Pacific 
Tier III representative on the Tourna¬ 
ment Council. 

COLLEGE 

DAVIDSON - Named Josh Heyliger di¬ 
rector of men’s basketball operations. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


No. 1 Clemson has new faces on DL 

^WeVe going to play a lot of guys. WeVe 
got a bunch of guys who are just like a big, 
ole pack, f 

Dabo Swinney 

Clemson head coach 


By Pete Iacobelli 
Associated Press 

CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson 
fans should get used to seeing 
several new faces on defense this 
season, especially up front. 

Tigers coach Dabo Swinney 
said some of the competition to 
replace the seven vacancies from 
last year’s national champion¬ 
ship squad is so tight “we don’t 
know who’s going to run out there 
first.’’ 

Swinney will have to figure 
it out soon since No. 1 Clemson 
opens defense of its title Thurs¬ 
day night at home against Geor¬ 
gia Tech. Two starters are listed 
at three of the four defensive line 
positions on the team’s open¬ 
ing depth chart with only senior 
Nyles Pinckney locked into place 
at defensive tackle. 

Jordan Williams, a third-year 
sophomore, had carried the 
other starting tackle spot into fall 
camp, but has been pressured 
by Tyler Davis, a 6-foot-2, 295- 
pound freshman who arrived in 
January. Both end positions are 
in flux, too, with junior Justin 
Foster and sophomores Xavier 
Thomas and Logan Rudolph bat¬ 


tling for the two starting spots. 

“We’ve still got a couple of 
more days of practice and meet¬ 
ings,’’ Swinney said. “I do know 
this. We’re going to play a lot of 
guys. We’ve got a bunch of guys 
who are just like a big, ole pack.’’ 

Clemson didn’t have such prob¬ 
lems the past few years with ends 
Clelin Ferrell and Austin Bryant 
and tackles Christian Wilkins 
and Dexter Lawrence controlling 
the middle as the Tigers’ defense 
gave up only 13.1 points a game, 
the fewest total in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision last year. 

Ferrell and Wilkins, both All- 
Americans, and Bryant chose to 
return for their senior seasons 
and join Lawrence for one more 
chance at a national champion¬ 
ship, which they helped the Ti¬ 
gers accomplish last fall. 

Since the victory parade in 


January, much focus at Clemson 
has been on whether Swinney 
and defensive coordinator Brent 
Venables had groomed to take 
over after those rock-solid play¬ 
ers had gone. 

“It’s definitely different,” said 
Clemson center Sean Pollard 
who for several seasons had been 
pounded in practice by last sea¬ 
son’s defensive veterans. 

Rudolph, the younger brother 
of ex-Oklahoma State and cur¬ 
rent Steelers quarterback Mason 
Rudolph, played 141 snaps over 
14 games a year ago. Rudolph 
has brought an intensity, Swinney 
said, to his offseason practices 
and work habits that moved him 
to the top. 

Thomas is a quick, 6-2, 265- 
pound player who came into the 
program last year as the coun¬ 
try’s top defensive end prospect. 


Thomas had several big moments 
as a backup a year ago, including 
a crowd-pleasing blind-side sack 
of Syracuse quarterback Eric 
Dungey in the final moments to 
lock up Clemson’s 27-23 victory. 
But Swinney said Thomas must 
develop the consistency to do it 
every down. 

Thomas is “a special talent,” 
Swinney said. “But he’s got to be 
a down in, down out special play¬ 
er, not just a special talent.” 

Rudolph believes he’s done 
more than enough to earn a start¬ 
ing spot and is confident Clem¬ 
son’s line will be just as salty and 
strong this season. 

“I think me and whoever they 
want to put out there would be 
great,” he said with a smile. 

First-year Georgia Tech coach 
Geoff Collins isn’t concerned 
about Clemson’s position battles. 
He’s got his hands full changing 
the Yellow Jackets’ approach on 
offense and defense. Collins said 
he’s also run his players through 
pre-game practices, all the way to 
their meal before they play. 

“We want to be make sure that 
we’ve already done all of those 
things so that regardless of what 



Georgia Tech 
at Clemson 

AFN-Sports2 
2 a.m. Friday GET 
9 a.m. Friday JKT 


environment we step into, we 
have a process and we have a way 
to do things,” Collins said. 

For Swinney, last year’s defen¬ 
sive group was also the Tigers’ 
conscience, taking care of issues 
on their own that might’ve split 
apart other programs. It was 
Wilkins who took then new start¬ 
ing quarterback Trevor Law¬ 
rence out to breakfast a few days 
after popular veteran Kelly Bry¬ 
ant left the team after Lawrence 
was elevated to starter. 

When a problem got to Swin¬ 
ney, the coach said Wilkins, 
Ferrell and senior linebacker 
Kendall Joseph were among the 
veterans who quickly stepped up 
to tell Swinney they’d take care of 
things. 

“We don’t have any alpha dogs 
up front,” Swinney said. “But it’s 
coming.” 


Utah D-line again looks like one of nation’s best 


By John Coon 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah’s 
defensive dominance in the 
trenches has its roots in the fierce 
competition among the Utes’ 
linemen. 

This is a position group filled 
with players who do their best to 
one-up their teammates in prac¬ 
tices, workouts, and even games. 
Who can lift the most weight? 
Who can create the most pres¬ 
sure on the quarterback? 

“To me, it’s just hard work,” de¬ 
fensive tackle Leki Fotu said. “If 
you put in the work and get the 
right group of guys to work with, 
and the right coaches, everything 
else will fall into place.” 

Everything seems likely to fall 
into place this season for Utah’s 
defensive line, which will prob¬ 
ably rank among the nation’s best 
once again. 

The 14th-ranked Utes return 
their entire two-deep front from 
last season, including Fotu and 
defensive end Bradlee Anae, who 
both graded well enough to proj¬ 
ect as early round picks in the 
2019 NFL Draft. John Penisini, 
the other starting tackle, also 
showed up on the radar for mul¬ 
tiple NFL teams after a strong 
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David Zalubowski/AP 


Utah defenders John Penisini (99), Maxs Tupai (92) and Leki Fotu (52) sack Colorado quarterback 
Steven Montez on Nov. 17 in Boulder, Colo. The 14th-ranked Utes return their entire two-deep front 
from last season, including Fotu and defensive end Bradlee Anae. 


junior season. 

All three chose to return to 
Utah and delay a potential pro ca¬ 
reer for one more year. 

Utah coach Kyle Whittingham 
acknowledged it’s a calculated 
risk for players to withdraw from 
the draft after receiving favorable 
projections. Still, he feels Anae, 


Fotu, and Penisini will benefit 
from another season in the Utes’ 
program. 

“They all made the right deci¬ 
sion coming back,” Whittingham 
said. “Just because you’re going 
to get drafted doesn’t mean you 
go out.” 

It’s a decision that could pay 


dividends — and a key reason 
why the Utes were a preseason 
pick to win the Pac-12 champi¬ 
onship. Utah allowed just 100.3 
yards rushing per game last sea¬ 
son. The Utes also held seven 
opponents under 100 total rush¬ 
ing yards and went 5-2 in those 
games. 


The Utes’ ability to stop the run 
helped elevate the defense over¬ 
all. Utah finished the 2018 season 
ranked second in the Pac-12 in 
scoring defense (19.4 points per 
game) and total defense (315.6 
yards per game). They trailed 
only league champion Washing¬ 
ton in both categories. 

Utah rode that imposing de¬ 
fense, and an improved offense, 
to the school’s first Pac-12 South 
title. But back-to-back losses to 
the Huskies and Northwestern 
left the Utes feeling like they fell 
short. That also served as motiva¬ 
tion for Anae, Fotu and Penisini 
to return so they could make one 
final run at a title as seniors. 

“We were all itching to come 
back,” said Anae, who led the 
Pac-12 with eight sacks last sea¬ 
son. “It wasn’t too hard for us to 
decide to come back.” 

Big things are expected from 
Anae and his teammates on the 
line. 

Utah stopped runners at or 
behind the line of scrimmage on 
28% of their opponents’ non-sack 
rushing attempts to lead the Pac- 
12 and rank second overall among 
FBS teams. 

Utah’s size and strength up 
front also helped give the line¬ 
backers and the secondary an 
opportunity to make big plays 
and give the pass defense some 
extra bite. With the Utes break¬ 
ing in new starters at linebacker 
this season, it will fall on the line 
to set the right tone while those 
players get comfortable in their 
new roles. 

“We go after it every day,” Anae 
said. “We’re just trying to be the 
most consistent group. There’s a 
lot of hype around us, but we need 
to be consistent this season.” 
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Gauff erases deficits, Stephens stunned 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Here’s how 
new all of this is to Coco Gauff: 
She didn’t quite realize she only 
has to play every other day at the 
U.S. Open. 

“I’m still used to playing ju¬ 
niors,” the American said with a 
chuckle, “so I forgot about the day 
off” 

She’s still just 15. She’s com¬ 
peting in just her second Grand 
Slam tournament. And yet she’s 
definitely showing she can per¬ 
form like someone much older 
and more experienced. 

With her parents jumping out 
of their front-row seats over and 
over again, and a raucous partisan 
crowd backing her at Louis Arm¬ 
strong Stadium, Gauff trailed by 
a set and a break, then again by 
a break in the third set, before 
coming up big down the stretch 
to get past Anastasia Potapova of 
Russia 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 in her debut 
at Flushing Meadows. 

“Honestly, I mean, I really don’t 
remember the match too well,” 
Gauff said, “because everything 
is still a blur.” 

Here is what is clear: She dis¬ 
played the same sort of gumption 
she did while saving match points 
in a Centre Court comeback at 
Wimbledon during her captivat¬ 
ing run to the fourth round there 
last month. 

Gauff simply does not give in or 
give up. 

As strong as her serve and 
other strokes are, she’s already 
showing an ability to make adjust¬ 
ments during a match and figure 
out ways to win, time and again. 
Gauff was ranked 313th when 
she got a wild-card invitation into 
qualifying at Wimbledon, then 
became the youngest player in 
history to make it through those 
preliminary rounds at that pres¬ 
tigious tournament. 

After beating Venus Williams 
in the first round, then a 2017 
Wimbledon semifinalist in the 
second, Gauff got to Week 2 be¬ 
fore her surprising showing there 
ended with a loss to eventual 
champion Simona Halep. 

It was enough to persuade the 
U.S. Tennis Association to pro¬ 
vide a wild card into its event, a 
special entry she needed because 
her ranking is 140th. 



14. 


Julie Jacobson/AP 

Coco Gauff reacts after defeating Anastasia Potapova during the first 
round of the US Open on Tuesday in New \brk. 


Four top-10 men’s seeds all tum¬ 
bled out: No. 4 Dominic Thiem, 
No. 8 Stefanos Tsitipas, No. 9 
Karen Khachanov and No. 10 Ro¬ 
berto Bautista Agut. The biggest 
beneficiary could be three-time 
champion Rafael Nadal, the No. 2 
seed, who found no such trouble, 
easily putting together a 6-3, 6- 
2, 6-2 victory at night over John 
Millman. 

The last match of the schedule 
didn’t begin until after 11 p.m. 
and ended after 1 a.m. Wednes¬ 
day, with the volatile Nick Kyr- 
gios delighting the crowd with 
some trick shots — one particu¬ 
larly outrageous on-the-run pass¬ 
ing shot forehand ’tweener landed 
in the net, alas, but a full-sprint, 
slide-into-the-doubles-alley fore¬ 
hand winner was celebrated with 
a dance — while beating Steve 
Johnson 6-3, 7-6 (1), 6-4. 

In women’s action, 2017 U.S. 
Open champion Sloane Stephens 
was stunned 6-3,6-4 by Anna Ka- 
linskaya, a 20-year-old Russian 
qualifier ranked 127th. 

Stephens, seeded 11th, finished 
with 33 unforced errors, more 
than twice as many as Kalinska- 
ya, who had been 0-5 at Slams and 
0-4 against top-20 opponents. 

“I was playing one good point, 
one bad point, one good point,” 
Stephens said. “The inconsisten¬ 
cy doesn’t help me at all.” 

Svetlana Kuznetsova, the 2004 
champion, and two-time final¬ 
ist Viktoria Azarenka also lost at 


night. Earlier, defending cham¬ 
pion and No. 1 seed Naomi Osaka 
dropped her first five games 
against 84th-ranked Anna Blink¬ 
ova, wasted a match point in the 
second set, then finally put to¬ 
gether a 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-2 victory. 

A couple of years ago, when 
Gauff was 13, she got a chance to 
practice with Osaka. 

“Her dad and my dad are ac¬ 
tually quite cool,” Osaka said 
Tuesday. “She seems to be doing 
great.” 

Gauff’s father and mother were 
kind of quiet in the early going at 
Armstrong, until their daughter 
waved to her guest box after fall¬ 
ing behind 3-0 early. 

“I was telling them to get hyped 
up more. I needed more positive 
energy. I was nervous. Just look¬ 
ing at them when they’re giving 
me a fist pump gives me a little 
reassurance,” Gauff explained. 
“I think they were nervous. They 
wanted to stay more reserved, too. 
I was like, ‘No, I need you guys to 
come on, stand up.’” 

They obliged, yelling and clap¬ 
ping after what seemed to be each 
point Coco won. Dad also pound¬ 
ed a fist on his chest repeatedly. 

“I think I gave them a heart at¬ 
tack, especially my mom,” Gauff 
said. “And my dad, he looks a lit¬ 
tle bit tired over there, too.” 

Gauff did not start well against 
the 72nd-ranked Potapova. 

Not well at all. 

Gauff, who is based in Florida, 


Scoreboard 


Tuesday 

At USTA Billie Jean King 
Nationai Tennis Center 
New York 
Purse: $57,238,700 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 
Men’s Singies 
First Round 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Stefanos 
Tsitsipas (8), Greece, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (7), 
7-5. 

Gilles Simon, France, def. Bjorn Fratan- 
gelo. United States, 5-7, 7-5,7-5,7-5. 

Antoine Fioang, France, def. Leonardo 
Mayer, Argentina, 3-6, 6-2, 6-7 (6), 6-1, 6-3. 

Matteo Berrettini (24), italy, def. Rich¬ 
ard Gasquet, France, 6-4, 6-3, 2-6, 6-2. 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Joao 
Sousa, Portugai, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. 

Aiexei Popyrin, Austraiia, def. Federico 
Deibonis, Argentina, 6-1, 7-5, 7-6 (5). 

Mikhaii Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, def. 
Roberto Bautista-Agut (10), Spain, 3-6, 6- 
1, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Gaei Monfiis (13), France, def. Aibert 
Ramos-Vinoias, Spain, 7-6 (2), 6-4, 6-3. 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Ugo Fium- 
bert, France, 6-3, 5-7, 7-6 (11), 4-6, 6-1. 

Fienri Laaksonen, Switzeriand, def. 
Marco Cecchinato, itaiy, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (6), 2- 
6, 3-6, 7-6 (2). 

Denis Shapovaiov, Canada, def. Feiix 
Auger-Aliassime (18), Canada, 6-1, 6-1, 

Pabio Andujar, Spain, def. Kyie Edmund 
(30), Britain, 3-6, 7-6 (1), 7-5, 5-7, 6-2. 


Santiagc 
3-6, 6-4. 

Thomas Fabbiano, itaiy, def. Dominic 
Thiem (4), Austria, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Aiexander Zverev (6), Germany, def. 
Radu Albot, Moidova, 6-1, 6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 6-2. 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. ivo 
Kariovic, Croatia, 6-2, 6-3, 1-2, ret. 

Aijaz Bedene, Siovenia, def. Jozef Kova- 
lik, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-4, 7-5. 

Benoit Paire (29), France, def. Brayden 
Schnur, Canada, 6-2, 6-4, 6-4. 

Diego Sebastian Schwartzman (20), 
Argentina, def. Robin Haase, Netherlands, 
6-3, 7-6 (6), 6-0. 

Egor Gerasimov, Beiarus, def. Lioyd 
Harris, South Africa, 7-5, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3). 

Tennys Sandgren, United States, def. 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, France, 1-6, 6-7 (l), 6- 
4, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Vasek Pospisil, Canada, def. Karen 
Khachanov (9), Russia, 4-6, 7-5, 7-5, 4-6, 
6-3. 

John isner (14), United States, def. Guill¬ 
ermo Garcla-Lopez, Spain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Casper Ruud, Norway, 6-4, 6-4,6-2. 

Cedrik-Marcei Stebe, Germany, def. Fii- 
ip Krajinovic, Serbia, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (6). 

Marin Cilic (22), Croatia, def. Martin 
Kiizan, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (6). 

Fernando Verdasco (32), Spain, def. To¬ 
bias Kamke, Germany, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1, 6-2. 

Hyeon Chung, Repubiic of Korea, def. 
Ernesto Escobedo, United States, 3-6, 6-4, 
6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-2. 


Thanasi Kokkinakis, Austraiia, def. iiya 
ivashka, Belarus, 6-3, 7-6 (8), 6-7 (4), 6-2. 

Rafael Nadal (2), Spain, def. John Miil- 
man, Australia, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2. 

Nick Kyrgios, Australia (28), def. Steve 
Johnson, United States, 6-3,7-6 (7), 6-4. 

Women’s Singles 
First Round 

Naomi Osaka (1), Japan, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-4,6-7 (5), 6-2. 

Magda Linette, Poiand, def. Astra Shar- 
ma, Australia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Cori Gauff, United States, def. Anasta¬ 
sia Potapova, Russia, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4. 

Timea Babos, Hungary, def. Carla Su¬ 
arez Navarro (28), Sp^n, 6-2, ret. 

Anett Kontaveit (21), Estonia, def. Sara 
Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 6-1,6-1. 

AJIa Tomijanovic, Austraiia, def. Marie 
Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 1-6, 7-5, 6-1. 

Aiize Cornet, France, def. Jessica Pe- 
gula. United States, 6-2,6-3. 

Beiinda Bencic (13), Switzerland, def. 
Mandy Minella, Luxembourg, 6-3,6-2. 

Aryna Sabalenka (9), Belarus, def. Vic¬ 
toria Azarenka, Belarus, 3-6,6-3, 6-4. 

Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. 
Madison Brengle, United States, 6-3,6-3. 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Tatjana Ma- 
Germany, 5-7, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 


Hoc 


i, vaei IT icti ly, D-i, / -o D-o. 

Donna Vekic (23), Croatia, def. Richel 

jgenkamp, Netherlands, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Julia Goerges (26), Germany, def. Nata¬ 
lia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 1-6, 6-1, 7-6 (1). 

Francesca Di Lorenzo, United States, 
def. Veronika Kudermetova, Russia, 7-6 
(4), 6-2. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, def. 
Pauline Parmentier, France, 6-1, 7-6 (2). 

Kiki Bertens (7), Netherlands, def. Pau¬ 
la Badosa GIbert, Spain, 6-4, 6-2. 

Simona Halep (4), Romania, def. Nicole 
Gibbs, United States, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. 

Taylor Townsend, United States, def. 
Kateryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 3-6,6-3, 6-2. 

Sorana Cirstea, Romania, def. Katerina 
Siniakova, Czech Republic, 7-5,6-2. 

Aliona Bolsova Zadoinov, Spain, def. 
Barbora Strycova (31), Czech Republic, 6- 
3, 0-6, 6-1. 

Caroline Wozniacki (19), Denmark, def. 
Yafan Wang, China, 1-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Danielle Rose Collins, United States, 
def. Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 6-3,4-6,6-4. 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, def. Xiyu 
Wang, China, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2. 

Bianca Vanessa Andreescu (15), Cana¬ 
da, def. Katie Volynets, United States, 6-2, 
6-4. 

Anna Kalinskaya, Russia, def. Sloane 
Stephens (11), United States, 6-3, 6-4. 

Kristie Haerim Ahn, United States, def. 
Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, 7-5, 6-2. 

Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Aleksan- 
dra Krunic, Serbia, 6-3, 7-6 (7). 

Alison Riske, United States, def. Carb¬ 
ine Muguruza (24), Spain, 2-6, 6-1, 6-3. 

Elise Mertens (25), Belgium, def. Jil Tei- 
chmann, Switzerland, 6-2, 6-2. 

Kristyna Pliskova, Czech Republic, def. 
Diane Parry, France, 6-4,6-3. 

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Mi- 
haela Buzarnescu, Romania, 6-3,6-4. 

Petra Kvitova (6), Czech Republic, def. 
Denisa Allertova, Czech Republic, 6-2,6-4. 


double-faulted three times in her 
first service game on a breezy 
evening with the temperature 
sliding down to about 70 degrees. 

Both players hit the ball vio¬ 
lently while covering the court 
well, creating lengthy, entertain¬ 
ing points often introduced by 
serves at, or above, 100 mph. 

They seemed like a couple of 
talented and experienced veter¬ 
ans with the benefit of years on 


tour, not a pair of teens each in 
the U.S. Open’s main draw for 
the first time. Potapova is a past 
Wimbledon junior champion, 
and still only 18, so this was the 
youngest matchup in the first 
round at Flushing Meadows. 

“I know we’re going to see each 
other a lot in the future. I hope we 
do see each other in the future,” 
Gauff said, “but hopefully in the 
finals, not in the first round.” 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League Glance 

East Division 

W L Pet GE 

New York 87 47 

Tampa Bay 76 57 

Boston 71 62 

Toronto 54 80 

Baltimore 44 88 

Central Division 
Minnesota 80 51 

Cleveland 77 55 

Chicago 60 71 

Kansas City 46 87 

Detroit 39 90 

West Division 
Houston 86 47 

Oakland 76 55 

Texas 64 69 

Los Angeles 64 70 _ _ 

Seattle 56 77 .421 30 

National League Glance 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 80 54 .597 - 

Washington 73 58 .557 SVz 

Philadelphia 68 63 .519 lOVi 

New York 67 64 .511 IV/z 

Miami 47 84 .359 31'/2 

Central Division 

St. Louis 73 58 .557 - 

Chicago 70 61 .534 3 

Milwaukee 67 65 .508 6'/2 

Cincinnati 62 69 .473 11 

Pittsburgh 56 76 .424 17'/2 

West Division 

Los Angeles 87 47 .649 — 

Arizona 67 66 .504 19!/2 

San Francisco 65 67 .492 21 

San Diego 61 70 .466 241/2 

Colorado 59 74 .444 27'/2 

Monday’s games 
Oakland 19, Kansas City 4 
N.Y. Yankees 5, Seattle 4 
Colorado 3, Atlanta 1 
Cincinnati 6, Miami 3 
St. Louis 12, Milwaukee 2 
Philadelphia 6, Pittsburgh 5,11 innings 
San Diego 4, L.A. Dodgers 3 
Arizona 6, San Francisco 4 
Tuesday’s games 
Baltimore 2, Washington 0 
Toronto 3, Atlanta 1 
Cleveland 10, Detroit 1 
Oakland 2, Kansas City 1 
Houston 15, Tampa Bay 1 
Minnesota 3, Chicago White Sox 1 
Boston 10, Colorado 6 
L.A. Angels 5, Texas 2 
N.Y. Yankees 7, Seattle 0 
Chicago Cubs 5, N.Y. Mets 2 
L.A. Dodgers 9, San Diego 0 
Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 4 
Cincinnati 8, Miami 5 
St. Louis 6, Milwaukee 3 
Arizona 3, San Francisco 2 
Wednesday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees at Seattle 
Baltimore at Washington 
Atlanta at Toronto 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Minnesota at Chicago White Sox 
Tampa Bay at Houston 
Oakland at Kansas City 
Boston at Colorado 
Texas at L.A. Angels 
St. Louis at Milwaukee 
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
Chicago Cubs at N.Y. Mets 
Cincinnati at Miami 
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego 
Thursday’s games 

Cleveland (Clevinger 9-2) at Detroit 
(Norris 3-10) 

Oakland (Bassitt 9-5) at Kansas City 
(Sparkman 3-9) 

Minnesota (Berrios 10-7) at Chicago 
White Sox (Cease 3-6) 

Tampa Bay (TBD) at Houston (Greinke 
14-4) 

Seattle (Hernandez 1-4) at Texas (Lynn 
14-9) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 10-9) at N.Y. 
Mets (deGrom 8-7) 

Cincinnati (Wood 1-3) at Miami (Yama¬ 
moto 4-5) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 6-6) at Colorado 
(Gonzalez 0-5) 

L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 12-4) at Arizona 
(Kelly 9-13) 

San Diego (Paddack 7-7) at San Fran¬ 
cisco (Rodriguez 5-6) 

Tuesday 

Blue Jays 3, Braves 1 

Toronto Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Acuna Jr. rf 5 0 10 Bichette ss 4 110 

Albies2b 5 0 11 Biggio2b 3 12 0 

Freeman lb 4 0 0 0 GuerroJr.3b4 0 2 1 
Donldson3b 4 0 0 0 Tellez lb 4 0 10 

Joyce dh 3 0 10 Grichkef-rf 4 0 0 0 

Swanson ss 4 0 0 0 Smoakdh 3 12 2 

Ortega If 3 0 10 McKinney rf 2 0 0 0 

Flowers c 4 110 Hrnndz ph-cf 10 0 0 
Hamilton cf 2 0 2 0 McGuire c 2 0 2 0 
Fisher If 3 0 0 0 
Totals 34 1 7 1 Totals 30 310 3 
Atlanta 000 000 100-1 

Toronto 200 000 lOx-3 

E—Donaldson (13), Swanson (9), Flow¬ 
ers (3). DP-Atlanta 2, Toronto 0. LOB- 
Atlanta 11, Toronto 7. 2B—Acuna Jr. (18), 
Joyce (9), Albies (35). HR-Smoak (20). 
SB-Hamilton (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Soroka L,10-3 6 8 2 2 0 1 

Newcomb 1 1113 2 

Greene 1 10 0 11 

Toronto 

Font 2 1 0 0 0 4 

GodleyW,l-0 3 2 0 0 2 2 

Mayza H,17 ^3 1 0 0 0 0 

Adam H,2 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Romano H,2 ^3 1 1 1 1 1 

Law H,3 l'/3 1 0 0 2 1 

Giles S,17-18 1 1 0 0 0 2 

T-2:57. A-24,578 (53,506). 


Cubs 5, Mets 2 

Chicago New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Heyward cf 5 0 0 0 Rosario ss 4 0 10 
Castllanos rf 4 110 McNeil rf 4 0 0 0 
Bryant 3b 4 110 Alonso lb 4 111 

Baez ss 3 13 3 Conforto cf 4 0 10 

Schwarber If 4 0 1 0 Ramos c 4 0 2 0 

Happlb 4 0 0 0 J.Davis If 4 111 

Caratinic 4 12 0 Panik2b 4 0 0 0 

Russell 2b 4 13 2 Frazier 3b 2 0 0 0 

Darvish p 2 0 0 0 Stroman p 1 0 0 0 

Kempph 1 0 0 0 Familiap 0 0 0 0 

Kintzlerp 0 0 0 0 R.Davis ph 10 0 0 

Mazza p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 511 5 Totals 32 2 6 2 

Chicago 000 022 010-5 

New York 000 100 001-2 

DP—Chicago 0, New York 1. LOB—Chi¬ 

cago 5, New York 5. 2B-Baez 2 (37), Cara- 
tini (9), Bryant (33), Castellanos (9). 3B- 
Conforto (1). HR-Russell (8), Baez (29), 
Alonso (42), J.Davis (16). S-Stroman (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Darvish W,5-6 8 5 1 1 1 7 

Kintzler 1 1110 0 

New York 

Stroman L,l-1 6 6 4 4 2 7 

Familia 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Mazza 2 4 110 2 

T-2:54. A-34,158 (41,922). 

Astros 15, Rays 1 

Houston Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sogarddh 5 0 10 Sprngrcf-rf3 12 1 
Meadows rf 4 0 0 0 Altuve 2b 5 111 

Pham If 3 0 2 0 Brantley If 3 110 

Choi lb 4 0 0 0 Marisnckcf2 112 

Garcia cf 4 0 0 0 Bregmanss5 3 3 0 

Wendle2b 4 111 Alvarez dh 5 3 3 4 

d'Arnaud c 3 0 10 Gurriel lb 3 112 

Duffy 3b 3 0 0 0 Diazph-3b 2 111 

Adames SS 3 0 2 0 Toro3b-lb 4 110 

Chirinos c 4 2 1 2 

Rddickrf-lf 4 0 3 1 

Totals 33 1 7 1 Totals 40151814 
Tampa Bay 000 000 100— 1 

Houston 002 435 lOx-15 

E—Roe (1), d’Arnaud (2). DP—Tampa 
Bay 2, Houston 2. LOB—Tampa Bay 10, 
Houston 8. 2B-Pham 2 (26), Reddick (16), 
Alvarez (19), Gurriel (36), Altuve (22). 
3B-Reddlck (3). HR-Wendle (1), Chiri¬ 
nos (15), Alvarez 2 (21). SF-Altuve (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Morton, L, 13-6 4 7 6 6 2 4 

Kittredge 1 4 3 3 0 1 

Roe 155312 

Brosseau 2 21100 

Houston 

Verlander, W, 16-5 5'/3 4 0 0 0 4 

Peacock mi 112 1 

McHugh 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Biagini 1 2 0 0 1 0 

HBP—Verlander (Meadows), Morton 
(Springer), Brosseau (Springer). T—3:10. 
A-28,454 (41,168). 

Yankees 7, Mariners 0 

New York Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LeMahieu2b4 12 0 Smith cf 4 0 0 0 

Judge rf 5 12 2 Crawford ss 4 0 10 

Torres ss 5 12 0 Narvaez dh 4 0 10 

Sanchez dh 3 110 Seager3b 4 0 10 

Gardner cf 4 2 13 Murphy c 3 0 0 0 

Urshela3b 5 110 Voglbachlb3 0 0 0 
Tauchman If 4 0 0 0 Lopes If 3 0 10 

Rominec 4 0 12 Gordon 2b 2 0 0 0 

Ford lb 5 0 10 Moore rf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 39 711 7 Totals 30 0 4 0 

New York 203 010 001-7 

Seattle 000 000 000-0 

E-Guilbeau (1). DP-New York 1, Se¬ 
attle 0. LOB-New York 11, Seattle 4. 2B- 
Ford (4), Romlne (8), Urshela (32), Seager 
(17), Narvaez (10). HR-Judge (17), Gard¬ 
ner (18). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Tanaka W,10-7 7 3 0 0 1 7 

Cessa 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Seattle 

Kikuchi L,5-9 4 8 5 5 3 1 

McClain 3 3 110 4 

Swanson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Guilbeau 1 0 10 2 1 

HBP—Guilbeau (Tauchman). T—2:59. 
A-23,129 (47,943). 

Athletics 2, Royals 1 

Oakland Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 4 12 1 Mrrifield2b 4 0 2 0 

Chapman 3b 4 0 10 Solerdh 4 0 0 0 

Olson lb 3 0 0 0 Dozier rf 4 110 

Canhacf 3 0 0 0 Gordon If 4 0 2 1 

Davis dh 3 0 10 Cuthbert3b4 0 0 0 
Pinderrf 3 0 0 1 O’Hearn lb 2 0 10 

Profar2b 2 0 0 0 Starling cf 4 0 10 

Brown If 4 0 0 0 Viloriac 4 0 10 

Phegleyc 3 110 Lopez ss 3 0 10 

Totals 29 2 5 2 Totals 33 1 9 1 
Oakland 110 000 000-2 

Kansas City 000 001 000-1 

E-Cuthbert (10). DP-Oakland 0, 
Kansas City 2. LOB—Oakland 6, Kansas 
City 7. 2B-Phegley (17), Chapman (34), 
O’Hearn (9), Gordon (28). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Fiers, W, 13-3 5'/3 8 112 5 

Petit, H, 25 1% 0 0 0 0 1 

Soria, H, 16 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Hendriks, S, 16-20 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kansas City 

Montgomery,!, 2-5 6'/3 5 2 1 3 6 

McCarthy ^3 0 0 0 0 1 

Barlow 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Kennedy 1 00011 

HBP—Montgomery (Olson). T—2:56. 
A-13,669 (37,903). 


Orioles 2, Nationals 0 

Baltimore Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Alberto 3b 4 12 0 Turner ss 4 0 2 0 

Mancini rf 3 10 0 Eaton rf 4 0 0 0 

Santander If 4 0 11 Rendon 3b 2 0 0 0 

Nunez lb 4 0 0 0 Soto If 3 0 0 0 

Givens p 0 0 0 0 Cabrera 2b 4 0 0 0 

Villar2b 3 0 0 1 Adams lb 3 0 0 0 

Severinoc 3 0 10 Robles cf 4 0 2 0 
Wilkersoncf 3 0 0 0 Gomes c 3 0 0 0 

Martinss 3 0 0 0 Kendrick phi 0 0 0 

Brooks p 2 0 0 0 Corbin p 2 0 0 0 

Bleier p 0 0 0 0 Suero p 0 0 0 0 

Castro p 0 0 0 0 Parra ph 10 0 0 

Stewart ph 10 10 Rodney p 0 0 0 0 
Harvey p 0 0 0 0 

Davis lb 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 2 5 2 Totals 31 0 4 0 

Baltimore 200 000 000-2 

Washington 000 000 000-0 

DP—Baltimore 0, Washington 1. LOB— 
Baltimore 3, Washington 8. 2B—Santand¬ 
er (17). 3B-Turner (5). SB-Turner (29). 
SF-Villar (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Brooks W,2-4 6 2 0 0 1 6 

Bleier H,5 % 1 0 0 0 1 

Castro H,6 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Harvey H,1 1 1 0 0 2 2 

Givens S,ll-17 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Washington 

Corbin L,10-6 7 4 2 2 0 9 

Suero 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Rodney 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—Corbin (Mancini), Brooks (Ad¬ 
ams). T-2:52. A-24,946 (41,313). 

Angels 5, Rangers 2 

Los Angeles Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choorf 4 0 2 1 Fletcher 3b 4 0 0 0 

Santana 3b 4 111 Trout cf 4 111 

Andrus ss 4 0 0 0 Ohtani dh 4 110 

W.Calhoun If 4 0 1 0 Upton If 3 10 0 

Solakdh 3 0 10 Pujols lb 2 10 0 

Heinemanlb3 0 0 0 Simmons ss 2 0 10 
Odor 2b 3 0 0 0 K.Calhounrf3 1 1 2 

DeShieldscf 4 110 Rengifo2b 3 0 0 0 

Mathis c 3 0 0 0 Stassi C 2 0 0 0 

Forsythe ph 1 0 0 0 Goodwin ph 1 0 12 

Smith c 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 2 6 2 Totals 28 5 5 5 

Texas 001 000 010-2 

Los Angeles 000 000 41x—5 

E-K.Calhoun (6). LOB-Texas 7, Los 
Angeles 2. 2B-K.Calhoun (25). HR-San- 
tana (23), Trout (43). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minor L,11-8 6% 4 4 4 3 4 

Montero IVi 1 110 0 

Los Angeles 

Heaney 6 4 1 0 3 10 

Ramirez Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

DelPozoW,l-0 '/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Bedrosian H,15 1 2 110 0 

Robles S,19-22 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T-2:48. A-39,008 (45,050). 

Twins 3, White Sox 1 

Minnesota Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Garver c 4 0 0 0 Garcia rf-cf 4 0 0 0 

Polanco ss 2 110 Anderson ss 4 111 

Cruzdh 4 0 2 0 Abreu lb 3 0 0 0 

Rosario If 4 0 11 Moncada3b4 0 0 0 

Sano3b 4 0 10 McCann c 4 0 10 

Gonzalez rf 3 111 Jimenez If 4 0 10 

Kepler ph-cf 1 0 0 0 Goins dh 4 0 10 

Cron lb 4 0 10 Sanchez 2b 3 0 2 0 

Cave cf-rf 3 0 0 0 Engel cf 10 0 0 

Schoop2b 4 111 Skoleph 10 0 0 

Jayrf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 3 8 3 Totals 32 1 6 1 

Minnesota 020 000 010-3 

Chicago 000 100 000-1 

DP—Minnesota 1, Chicago 2. LOB— 
Minnesota 6, Chicago 6. HR—Gonzalez 
(15), Schoop (19), Anderson a4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Pineda W,10-5 5 4 1 1 1 8 

Dyson H,5 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Duffey H,9 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Romo H,8 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Rogers S,21-27 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Chicago 

Giolito L,14-7 6 4 2 2 3 9 

Marshall V/i 1 0 0 0 1 

Osich 0 1110 0 

Herrera 1% 2 0 0 0 0 

Osich pitched to 1 batter in the 8th. 
HBP-Pineda (Engel). WP-Pineda, Gio¬ 
lito. T-3:16. A-12,175 (40,615). 

Dodgers 9, Padres 0 

Los Angeles San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pederson rf 5 12 1 G.Garcia2b 3 0 0 0 

Muncy 3b 110 0 Naylor If 4 0 10 

Gyorkoph-3b 2 0 0 0 Machado 3b 3 0 10 

Pollock cf 5 2 3 1 France 3b-pl 0 1 0 

Bellinger lb 4 2 10 Hosmerlb 3 0 10 

Seager ss 5 112 Allen lb 10 0 0 

Beaty If 4 2 3 1 Renfroe rf 3 0 0 0 

Sadler p 0 0 0 0 Mejia c 4 0 0 0 

Ferguson p 1 0 0 0 Margot cf 2 0 0 0 

Martin p 0 0 0 0 Uriasss 3 0 0 0 

Smith c 4 0 2 2 Quantrill p 1 0 1 0 

Hernandez 2b 4 0 2 2 Baez p 0 0 0 0 

Buehlerp 3 0 0 0 Hedges ph 10 0 0 
Taylor If 1 0 0 0 Erlin p 0 0 0 0 

Myers ph-3b 10 0 0 
Totals 39 914 9 Totals 30 0 5 0 
Los Angeles 001 250 001-9 

San Diego 000 000 000-0 

E—Urias (5), Margot (2). DP—Los An¬ 
geles 1, San Diego 3. LOB-Los Angeles 6, 
San Diego 6. 2B—Bellinger (28), Hernan¬ 
dez (15), Machado (18), France (6). HR- 
Pederson (27), Pollock (10). SB—Margot 
(19), Beaty (3), Machado (5). 


Los Angeles 

BuehlerW,ll-3 

Sadler 

Ferguson 

Martin 


France 1 1110 0 

HBP-Buehler (Margot). T-3:02. A- 
27,952 (42,445). 

Cardinals 6, Brewers 3 

St. Louis Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Fowler rf 3 0 0 0 Grisham If 3 0 0 0 

Edman2b 4 0 0 0 Braun ph-lf 10 0 0 

Gallegos p 0 0 0 0 Grandal c 4 112 

Miller p 0 0 0 0 Yelichrf 3 0 0 0 

Thomas If 0 0 0 0 Hiura2b 4 110 

GldschmdtlbS 0 0 0 Thames lb 3 0 10 
Ozuna If 4 0 2 0 Pomeranz p 0 0 0 0 

Martinez p 1 0 0 0 Williams p 0 0 0 0 

DeJong ss 3 10 0 Jackson p 0 0 0 0 

Molina c 3 3 3 3 Pinaph 10 0 0 

Carpenter 3b 3 110 Caincf 4 0 10 
Bader cf 4 13 1 Spngnbrg3b4 0 10 
Mikolas p 2 0 0 0 Arciass 3 0 11 

Wongph-2b 2 0 2 2 Houser p 2 0 0 0 

Guerra p 0 0 0 0 

Albers p 0 0 0 0 

Perez lb 2 110 
Totals 34 611 6 Totals 34 3 7 3 
St. Louis 000 010 302-6 

Milwaukee 010 000 020-3 

E—Arcia (12). DP—St. Louis 1, Milwau¬ 
kee 4. LOB—St. Louis 7, Milwaukee 6. 
2B-Wong (21), Molina (18), Bader (12). 
HR-Molina 2 (7), Grandal (21). SB-Hiura 
(9), Wong (18). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Mikolas, W, 8-13 6 4 1 1 0 10 

Gallegos, H, 14 ' . . . - . 


_ '/3 1 

Martinets, 16-19 m 1 


1 1 


Houser 5 41122 

Guerra 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Albers, L, 5-4 % 3 3 3 2 0 

Pomeranz VA 1 0 0 0 0 

Williams '/3 3 2 2 1 1 

Jackson 0 0002 

Gallegos pitched to 1 batter in the 8th. 
HBP-Williams (Thomas). WP-Miko- 
las(2). T-3:27. A-36,690 (41,900). 

Reds 8, Marlins 5 

Cincinnati Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Senzelcf 3 2 2 3 Bertiss 5 13 0 

Vottolb 5 0 0 0 Ramirez rf 5 0 10 

Suarez 3b 5 2 3 2 Cooper lb 5 0 10 

Aquino rf 4 0 0 0 Walker 3b 3 2 0 0 

Ervin If 5 0 10 Diaz 2b 3 0 12 

R.lglesiasp 0 0 0 0 Alfaro c 4 2 2 2 

J.lglesiasss 4 2 2 0 Brinson cf 3 0 10 

Casalic 5 12 3 Dean If 2 0 11 

Galvis2b 5 0 0 0 Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 

Castillo p 3 12 0 Castro ph 10 0 0 

VanMeterphO 0 0 0 Noesi p 0 0 0 0 

Stephnson p 0 0 0 0 Prado ph 10 0 0 

Garrett p 0 0 0 0 Chen p 0 0 0 0 

Lorenzenlf 1 0 0 0 Smith p 10 0 0 

Grndrson If 3 0 0 0 

Totals 40 812 8 Totals 36 510 5 

Cincinnati 200 122 100-8 

Miami 210 002 000-5 

E-Diaz (7), Alfaro (9). LOB-Cincin- 
nati 10, Miami 8. 2B-Suarez (19), Berti 
(9), Diaz (2). 3B-Ervin (6). HR-Suarez 
(37), Casali (7), Senzel (11), Alfaro (14). 
SB-Aquino (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Red Sox 10, Rockies 6 

Boston Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 4 0 0 0 Blackmn rf 5 0 3 1 

Devers3b 3 2 0 0 Story ss 5 12 0 

Bogaertsss 4 2 2 1 Arenado3b 5 13 3 

Martinez If 5 12 2 Murphy lb 5 0 10 

Moreland lb 4 2 1 1 McMahn2b5 0 1 0 

Holt 2b 4 13 2 Desmond If 5 110 

Vazquez c 5 112 Hilliard cf 3 112 

BradleyJr. cf 2 111 Welters c 4120 
Porcellop 2 0 0 0 Garcia p 10 0 0 

Owingsph 1 0 0 0 Dazaph 1110 

Hernandez pO 0 0 0 Almonte p 0 0 0 0 

Hernandzphl 0 0 0 Hampsnph 10 0 0 
Brasierp 0 0 0 0 McGee p 0 0 0 0 

Smith p 0 0 0 0 Shaw p 0 0 0 0 

Taylor p 0 0 0 0 Alonso ph 10 0 0 

Davis p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 351010 9 Totals 41 615 6 
Boston 110 220 400-10 

Colorado 000 020 022- 6 

E-McMahon 2 (12), Hilliard (1). DP- 
Boston 1, Colorado 4. LOB—Boston 6, 
Colorado 9. 2B-Moreland (12), Holt (11), 
Bogaerts (45), Blackmon (35), McMahon 
(20), Arenado (26). HR-Bradley Jr. (17), 
Vazquez (19), Bogaerts (28), Hilliard (1), 
Arenado (34). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Porcello.W, 12-10 5 8 2 2 0 5 

Hernandez 1 10012 

Brasier 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Smith l'/3 4 4 4 0 1 

Taylor % 1 0 0 0 1 

Colorado 

Garcia, L, 0-1 5 7 6 6 5 2 

Almonte 1 0 0 0 1 0 

McGee 0 34210 

Shaw 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Davis 1 0 0 0 1 1 

McGee pitched to 5 batters in the 7th. 
T-3:32. A-44,101 (50,398). 

Pirates 5, Phiiiies 4 


Pittsburgh 


r h bi 


Philadelphia 


r hbi 


Castillo, W, 13-5 6 7 5 5 2 11 

Stephenson, H, 6 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Garrett, H, 20 % 0 0 0 2 1 

R.lglesias, S, 27-31 VA 2 0 0 0 1 

Miami 

Smith,!, 8-8 42/3 5 5 5 3 5 

Kinley VA 4 2 2 0 1 

Noesi 2 3 1113 

Chen 1 00001 

HBP-Smith (Senzel). WP-Kinley, No¬ 
esi. T-3:24. A-6,169 (36,742). 

Indians 10, Tigers 1 

Cleveland Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 5 0 2 1 V.Reyes If 4 0 0 0 

Chang ss 0 0 0 0 W.Castro ss 4 0 0 0 

Mercado Cf 5 0 0 0 Cabrera dh 2 0 0 0 

Santana lb 5 3 3 0 Hicksph-dh2 0 0 0 

Puig rf 4 12 1 H.Castro cf 4 0 10 

Allen If 0 0 0 0 Lugo 3b 4 110 

Kipnis2b 5 2 12 Rodrguez2b3 0 1 1 
F.Reyesdh 3 12 3 Demritterf 3 0 0 0 

Freeman 3b 4 111 Dixon lb 2 0 0 0 

R.Perez c 4 112 Rogers c 2 0 0 0 

Naquin If-rf 2 110 

Totals 3710 13 10 Totals 30 1 3 1 
Cleveland 301 000 600-10 

Detroit 010 000 000- 1 

E-Ramirez (1). DP-Cleveland 0, Detroit 
2. LOB—Cleveland 8, Detroit 4. 2B—Puig 2 
(7), Lindor 2 (33), Santana (25), F.Reyes 
(4), Lugo (5). HR-Kipnis (14), F.Reyes (6), 
R.Perez (21). SF—Freeman (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Plutko,W,6-3 51^ 3 112 9 

Cimber, H, 17 VA 0 0 0 0 2 

Clippard 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Maton 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Detroit 

Turnbull,!, 3-13 5 7 4 4 2 3 

Ramirez m 5 5 0 2 0 

McKay VA 1 1111 

Hall 1 0 0 0 1 1 

HBP—Turnbull (Naquin). WP—Ramirez. 
T-3:12. A-15,715 (41,297). 


Newman ss 5 1 1 0 Hoskins lb 5 0 1 _ 

Reynolds If 5 13 2 Realmutoc 5 0 2 0 

Martecf 5 0 2 0 Harper rf 5 110 

Bell lb 4 0 10 Segura ss 3 0 0 0 

Osuna rf 3 110 Dickerson If 4 1 2 1 

Vazquezp 0000 Hrnandz2b 4010 

Moran 3b 4 112 S.RdrguezSbl 110 

Diaze 4 0 10 Miller ph-3b 2 0 0 0 

Frazier 2b 3 10 0 Haseleycf 4 0 2 2 

Braultp 1 0 0 0 Smyly p 2 0 0 0 

Reyes ph 10 10 Parker p 0 0 0 0 

Crick p 0 0 0 0 Morrison phi 111 
Kelap 0 0 0 0 Suarez p 0 0 0 0 

Lirianop 0 0 0 0 Hughes p 0 0 0 0 

Cabrera rf 0 0 0 0 Kingeryph 10 0 0 

Nerisp 0 0 0 0 
Totals 35 511 4 Totals 37 411 4 

Pittsburgh 200 002 001-5 

Philadelphia 011 101 000-4 

E—Hoskins (8). DP—Pittsburgh 1, Phil¬ 
adelphia 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 7, Philadel¬ 
phia 8. 2B—Marte 2 (30), Dickerson (6), 
S.Rodriguez (4), Realmuto (32), Hernan¬ 
dez (26). 3B—Newman (4). HR—Reynolds 
(14), Moran (13), Morrison (1). SB-Hase- 
ley (3).S-Brault (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Brault 5 8 3 3 1 1 

Crick BS,0-7 1 1110 1 

Kela 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Liriano % 1 0 0 0 0 

Vazquez W,5-l VA 0 0 0 0 2 

Philadelphia 

Smyly 5Vi 9 4 4 0 4 

Parker 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Suarez VA 0 0 0 0 1 

Hughes % 0 0 0 1 0 

Neris L,2-5 1 110 2 0 

HBP—Brault (S.Rodriguez). T—3:19. 
A-26,200 (43,647). 

Diamondbacks 3, Giants 2 


Detroit 


r h bi 


Houston 


r hbi 


Dyson If-cf 5 0 0 0 Ytzmski rf-lf 3 1 

Martecf 3 12 1 Belt lb 4 12 1 

Locastrolf 0 10 0 Longoria 3b 3 0 10 

Escbar2b-3b4 0 0 0 Dickerson If 3 0 10 
Walker lb 3 12 1 Watson p 0 0 0 0 

Lamb 3b 4 0 10 Vogtc 4 0 11 

Ginkelp 0 0 0 0 Pillar cf 4 0 0 0 

Bradley p 0 0 0 0 Crawford ss4 0 0 0 

Jones rf 3 0 2 1 Solano 2b 3 0 0 0 

Ahmed ss 4 0 0 0 Samardzijapl 0 0 0 

Avila c 4 0 0 0 Rickard ph 10 0 0 

Leake p 3 0 0 0 Coonrod p 0 0 0 0 

McFarland p 0 0 0 0 Abad p 0 0 0 0 

Vargas 2b 1 0 0 0 Morontap 0 0 0 0 

Rogers p 0 0 0 0 

Slater ph-rf 10 0 0 

Totals 34 3 7 3 Totals 31 2 5 2 
Arizona ODD 011 100-3 

San Francisco 100 000 010—2 

E—Avila (1). DP—Arizona 1, San Fran¬ 
cisco 0. LOB—Arizona 9, San Francisco 5. 
2B-Belt (22). HR-Marte (28). SB-Walk- 
er (8). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Leake W,l-2 7'/3 4 2 2 1 2 

McFarland 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Ginkel H,3 % 0 0 0 1 0 

Bradley S,9-12 1 0 0 0 0 1 

San Francisco 

Samardzija 5 3 113 3 

Coonrod L,4-l 'A3 110 1 

Abad 1 00001 

Moronta % 1 1111 

Rogers 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Watson 1 0 0 0 0 0 

McFarland pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th, Abad pitched to 1 batter in the 7th. 
HBP—Leake (Dickerson), Watson (Locas- 
tro). T-2:46. A-28,262 (41,915). 
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Roundup 

Cubs hold off Mots 
as big series opens 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The only frus¬ 
tration for Yu Darvish during his 
longest outing with the Chicago 
Cubs was that one uncharacteris¬ 
tic walk. 

Darvish pitched eight master¬ 
ful innings, Javier Baez homered 
and drove in three runs, and the 
Cubs topped the New York Mets 
5-2 Tuesday night to take the 
opener of a pivotal three-game 
series in the National League 
wild-card race. 

The pinpoint right-hander from 
Japan issued his first walk in six 
starts since July 23. Todd Frazier 
drew a free pass leading off the 
fifth, ending a streak of 142 bat¬ 
ters without a base on balls for 
Darvish. 

“Sad about the walk. Four-pitch 
walk,” Darvish said, shaking his 
head. 

“I tried to throw a strike, 
but I couldn’t throw a strike,” 
he added later. “So I feel like, 
embarrassed.” 

Baez and Addison Russell each 
hit a two-run homer off Marcus 
Stroman, helping the Cubs im¬ 
prove to 26-39 away from home. 

Both middle infielders finished 
with three hits, and Baez had an 
eventful game all over the field. 

The flashy shortstop made a 
snow-cone grab to thwart a po¬ 
tential rally, contributed three 
extra-base hits and a walk on a 
perfect night at the plate — and 
was thrown out twice being over- 
aggressive on the bases. 

Pete Alonso hit his 42nd home 
run for the Mets, becoming the 
first rookie in 81 years to break 
his team’s season record. J.D. 

Davis went deep with two outs 
in the ninth against Brandon 
Kintzler. 

Athletics 2 , Royals 1: Mar¬ 
cus Semien provided just enough 
early offense and Mike Fiers (13- 
3) and three Oakland relievers 
combined to shut down host Kan¬ 
sas Cityt. 

Pirates 5, Phillies 4: Rhys 
Hoskins kept Philadelphia fans 
booing when he inexplicably 
dropped a routine throw at first 
base in the ninth, turning what 
appeared to be an inning-ending 
double play into the go-ahead run 
for visiting Pittsburgh. 

After a pair of one-out walks by 
Hector Neris (2-5), Kevin New¬ 
man hit a grounder to second 
baseman Cesar Hernandez that 
could’ve let the Phillies escape. 

Jean Segura’s relay throw should 
have finishing the inning, but 
the struggling Hoskins seemed 
to close his mitt too early and 
the ball smacked off the leather 
and rolled away. Adam Frazier 
scrambled home to score the tie¬ 
breaking run. 

Yankees 7 , Mariners 0: Aaron 
Judge became the third-fast- 
est player in baseball history to 
reach 100 home runs, Masahiro 
Tanaka (10-7) threw seven sharp 
innings and outpitched Yusei Ki- 
kuchi in a showdown of Japanese 


Wild-card race 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

W L Pet WCGB 

Cleveland 77 55 .583 - 

Oakland 76 55 .580 

Tampa Bay 76 57 .571 1 

Boston 71 62 .534 6 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

W L Pet WCGB 

Washington 73 58 .557 - 

Chicago 70 61 .534 

Philadelphia 68 63 .519 2 

New York 67 64 .511 3 

Milwaukee 67 66 .504 3V2 

Arizona 66 66 .500 4 

San Francisco 65 67 .492 5V2 

Cincinnati 62 69 .473 8 

San Diego 61 70 .466 9 


starters, and visiting New York 
beat Seattle. 

Judge joined elite company on 
the first pitch he saw from Kiku- 
chi (5-9), hitting a two-run homer 
off the batter’s eye in center field 
in the first inning. Judge reached 
the 100-homer mark in his 371st 
game. Only Ryan Howard (325) 
and Yankees teammate Gary 
Sanchez (355) got to 100 faster. 

Orioles 2 , Nationals 0: Aaron 
Brooks (4-7) came up with an un¬ 
expected pitching gem, throwing 
six innings of two-hit ball to help 
visiting Baltimore end Washing¬ 
ton’s five-game winning streak. 

Blue Jays 3, Braves 1: Justin 
Smoak homered and drove in two 
runs, leading host Toronto tpast 
Atlanta. 

Reds 8, Marlins 5: Curt Casali 
homered and drove in three runs, 
helping Cincinnati beat host 
Miami. 

Red Sox 10, Rockies 6: Jackie 
Bradley Jr. opened visiting Bos¬ 
ton’s three-homer night with a 
solo shot into the third deck. 

Diamondbacks 3, Giants 2: 
Mike Leake (10-10) pitched into 
the eighth inning in his first win 
since joining host Arizona in a 
trade. 

Cardinals 6, Brewers 3: Yadi- 
er Molina homered twice and 
NL Central-leading St. Louis 
matched a season high with its 
sixth straight win in a rain-de¬ 
layed game at Milwaukee. 

Twins 3, White Sox 1: Marwin 
Gonzalez and Jonathan Schoop 
hit solo homers in the second in¬ 
ning, and Michael Pineda (10-5) 
pitched five sharp innings to lead 
visiting Minnesota. 

Indians 10, Tigers 1: Fran- 
mil Reyes hit a three-run homer 
to highlight a six-run seventh 
inning, and visiting Cleveland 
beat Detroit for the 12th straight 
time and 13th in 14 matchups this 


Angels 5, Rangers 2: Kole 
Calhoun hit a two-run double 
and pinch-hitter Brian Goodwin 
added a two-run single in the sev¬ 
enth inning, helping host Los An¬ 
geles snap its five-game skid. 

Dodgers 9, Padres 0: Walker 
Buehler (11-3) dominated host 
San Diego again, striking out 11 
and allowing only four hits in six 
innings, and Joe Pederson hom¬ 
ered to lead NL West-leading Los 
Angeles. 



Photos by Michael Wyke/AP 

Astros starting pitcher Justin Veriander, left, yells at home plate umpire Pat Hoberg, right, as Joe 
Espada, first base umpire Greg Gibson and manger AJ. Hinch get between them after Veriander was 
ejected by Hoberg during the sixth inning of Tuesday’s game against the Tampa Bay Rays in Houston. 


Astros' Veriander gets 
victory despite ejection 


Houston hitters rough up 
former teammate Morton 


By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Houston’s Justin Veriander was 
bracing for a pitcher’s duel as he prepared to face 
former teammate Charlie Morton and the Tampa 
Bay Rays on Tuesday night. 

Turned out quite differently than Veriander had 
imagined. 

Rookie Yordan Alvarez homered twice as Hous¬ 
ton jumped on Morton to build a big lead before Ver¬ 
iander was ejected in the sixth inning of the Astros’ 
15-1 win. 

“It was the last thing I expected with Charlie on 
the mound,” Veriander said. “But it was a pleasant 
surprise. At that point I was just trying to get as 
deep as I could in the ballgame. Unfortunately that 
didn’t happen.” 

The Astros honored Morton (13-6) with a pregame 
video recounting the highlights of his two-year stint 
with the team. Morton, who won Game 7 of the AL 
Championship Series and Game 7 of the World Se¬ 
ries in 2017 to help Houston to its first title, tipped 
his cap after receiving a standing ovation following 
the tribute. 

Houston’s hitters didn’t give Morton nearly as 
warm of a reception in his first trip to Minute Maid 
Park since signing with the Rays. The Astros tagged 
him for seven hits and a season-high six runs in four 
innings, which tied his shortest start this season. 

“They got me with that one, and then they took 
it to me on the mound,” Morton said with a laugh, 
referring to the video. 

Verlander’s ejection came with the Astros up 
9-0 when he thought he struck out Tommy Pham. 
Instead the pitch was called a ball, and the right¬ 
hander yelled something to home plate umpire Pat 



Rays starting pitcher Charlie Morton was tagged 
for seven hits and a season-high six runs by his 
former teammates, lasting just four innings. 


Hoberg. Pham then doubled to center on Verlander’s 
next pitch. Veriander then yelled at Hoberg at least 
three times before he threw him out just as Pham 
reached second base. Veriander continued to jaw at 
Hoberg while he walked off the field and after he 
reached the dugout. 

Veriander (16-5) allowed four hits and struck out 
four in 5 Vs innings while lowering his ERA to an 
AL-leading 2.69. 
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Briefly 

Jets acquire CB Hairston 
from Colts for draft pick 



Michael Conhoy/AP 


The Indianapolis Colts traded cornerback Nate Hairston to the New 
\brk Jets on Wednesday for a sixth-round draft pick. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Jets and 
Colts have agreed to a trade that 
sends Indianapolis cornerback 
Nate Hairston to New York for a 
sixth-round pick in next year’s 
NFL Draft. 

The deal Wednesday is pend¬ 
ing a physical. 

Hairston was a fifth-rounder 
out of Temple in 2017 and played 
in 27 games with the Colts, includ¬ 
ing 11 starts. He has one career 
interception and two sacks. 

Hairston also dealt with vari¬ 
ous injuries during his first two 
NFL seasons. 

Jets assistant general manager 
Rex Hogan has familiarity with 
Hairston after being in the Colts’ 
front office the past two years. 

The Jets need depth at the cor¬ 
nerback spot and general manag¬ 
er Joe Douglas said last week the 
team would be busy trying to up¬ 
grade the roster through waiver 
claims, signings and trades. 

Alabama LB Moses 
needs surgery on knee 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ala¬ 
bama middle linebacker Dylan 
Moses has sustained a knee in¬ 
jury that requires surgery. 

Crimson Tide coach Nick Saban 


said Wednesday Moses was in¬ 
jured in Tuesday’s practice and 
is “out for an indefinite period of 
time.” Saban says the loss is “cer¬ 
tainly a character check for our 
team.” 

Moses was likely the second- 
ranked Crimson Tide’s top de¬ 
fender after the loss of a number 
of standouts to the NFL, including 
inside linebacker Mack Wilson. 
Alabama opens the season Satur¬ 
day against Duke in Atlanta. 

Moses was a finalist last season 
for the Butkus Award given to the 
nation’s top linebacker. He led the 
team with 86 tackles. 

In other college football news: 

■ Tennessee defensive lineman 
Aubrey Solomon has received an 
NCAA waiver enabling the Mich¬ 
igan transfer to play for the Vol¬ 
unteers immediately rather than 
sitting out the 2019 season. 

Volunteers coach Jeremy Pruitt 
confirmed during the Southeast¬ 
ern Conference coaches tele¬ 
conference Wednesday that the 
NCAA had granted Solomon’s 
waiver request. 

■ Southern California quar¬ 
terback Jack Sears has entered 
the transfer portal after failing to 
win the starting job in a four-man 
competition. 

Sears, a redshirt sophomore, 
announced his plans in a state¬ 


ment he posted to Twitter on 
Tuesday. Sears’ decision came 
less than one week after coach 
Clay Helton announced sopho¬ 
more J.T. Daniels would start for 
the second straight season. 

Goalie Ward signs 1-day 
deal, retires with Canes 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Goalie Cam 
Ward signed a one-day contract 
Wednesday with the Carolina 
Hurricanes and is retiring as a 
member of the team he helped 
lead to a Stanley Cup. 

General manager Don Waddell 
called Ward “a cornerstone for 
this organization for more than a 
decade.” 

The 35-year-old Ward won the 
Conn Smythe Trophy as MVP 
of the 2006 playoffs, capping his 
rookie season by hoisting the 
Stanley Cup, and led Carolina to 
the Eastern Conference finals 
three years later. 

He retires after 14 seasons with 
a career record of 334-256-88, a 
save percentage of .908 and a 
goals-against average of 2.74. 

Atlanta tops Minnesota 
to capture US Open Cup 

ATLANTA — Pity Martinez 


scored a goal and set up an own- 
goal by Minnesota with a nifty 
pass, leading short-handed Atlan¬ 
ta United to another trophy with a 
2-1 victory in the final of the US. 
Open Cup on Tuesday night. 

Atlanta finished the game with 
10 players after Leandro Gon¬ 
zalez Pirez received a red card, 
holding off Minnesota United’s 
relentless pressure in the clos¬ 
ing minutes. Michael Boxall had 


a chance to tie it but sent the ball 
over the crossbar with a shot from 
right in front. 

In a matchup of teams that en¬ 
tered Mqjor League Soccer to¬ 
gether as in 2017, Atlanta United 
celebrated its third title in less 
than a year. They won the MLS 
Cup last December, and then 
added the Campeones Cup with 
a victory over Mexican champion 
Club America two weeks ago. 


Norm; League trends usually based on the QBs colleges produce 


FROM BACK PAGE 

know about that. We’re going to get what 
comes up out of the college ranks. Next 
year, is there an option quarterback com¬ 
ing up, or are there more dropback guys 
coming up? We take what we can get.” 

Even with kneel-downs at the end of 
games factored in, there is little question 
quarterbacks are running more than ever. 

The 1,871 carries for 8,086 yards by 
quarterbacks in 2018 were records, but 
the most significant number was 14.1% of 
the league’s total number of running plays 
being by QBs. 

That percentage had never been higher 
than 12.3% since the merger in 1970, and 
last year’s number was more than twice 
that of the percentage from the year with 
the most overall runs in NFL history. Of 
the 16,075 carries in 1978, 6.3% were by 
quarterbacks. 

While Dak Prescott of Dallas hasn’t 
been as prolific as others in carries and 
yards, he already is within two TDs rush¬ 
ing of Hall of Earner Roger Staubach’s club 
career record of 20. Prescott is the NFL’s 
first QB with at least 20 touchdowns pass¬ 
ing and five rushing in each of his first 
three seasons (six rushing each year). 

“The more I talk to coaches, the more 
progressive coaches that I speak to, they 
want point guards,” ESPN draft analyst 
Todd McShay said. “They want guys who 
it’s like, make the read, if the second read’s 
not there, let’s go. 



Elise Amendola/AP 


Carolina quarterback Cam Newton has 
more than 100 carries in seven of his 
eight seasons, with 90 in the other. He’s 
led QBs in yards rushing four times. 

“And everything’s so spread out that 
there’s more opportunity and more lanes 
to just, all right, if I can’t hit that throw, if 
I can’t hit my second, it’s not worth me sit¬ 
ting in the pocket and looking for the third 
and fourth when I can just pick up 4 to 6 


yards running right up that lane.” 

This is one of the reasons for so much 
intrigue over Murray, the dynamic 5-foot- 
10 Heisman Trophy winner. While the 
player who chose football after being a top 
10 pick in the baseball draft by the Oak¬ 
land Athletics has been praised for his arm 
strength and accuracy, everyone wants to 
see him run. 

Another factor is that Murray’s coach is 
Kliff Kingsbury, fired at Texas Tech before 
getting hired by the Cardinals. Kingsbury 
developed NFL MVP Patrick Mahomes of 
Kansas City while with the Red Raiders 
and was Johnny Manziel’s offensive coor¬ 
dinator and QB coach at Texas A&M. 

Analysts seem to like the phrase “college 
experiment,” which relates to whether the 
spread offenses in the college game will 
continue to produce quarterbacks who can 
win games with their feet in the pros. 

Mike Tannenbaum, an ESPN analyst and 
former personnel man with Miami and the 
New York Jets, offered the reminder that 
the most successful NFL and college pro¬ 
grams in recent years — New England and 
Alabama — still use a fullback. 

“While we see the evolution of Lamar 
Jackson and Kyler Murray and guys like 
Baker Mayfield, who operate and thrive 
in a spread system, I think our sport still 
has room for the quote-unquote more tra¬ 
ditional, power, two-back offense,” Tan¬ 
nenbaum said. 

Prolific running QBs aren’t new to the 


NFL. Randall Cunningham led the league 
in yards rushing for quarterbacks for five 
straight seasons three decades ago, rush¬ 
ing for at least 500 yards each time. Mi¬ 
chael Vick set the single-season QB mark 
in 2006 with 1,039 yards. 

Carolina’s Cam Newton, who is dealing 
with a foot sprain suffered in a preseason 
game, has more than 100 carries in seven 
of his eight seasons with 90 in the other. He 
has led QBs in yards rushing four times, 
never with fewer than 585 yards. 

But Newton turned 30 in May — a 
magic number in the mind of Mariucci, 
who coached Steve Young with the 49ers. 
Considered among the most mobile QBs in 
the 1990s, Young had a career best of 537 
yards, modest compared with Cunning¬ 
ham, Vick and Newton. 

Young didn’t become a full-time starter 
until he was 30, and Mariucci wasn’t big 
on the risk of injury. History is on his side, 
too. Cunningham and Vick weren’t full¬ 
time starters much past 30, and the rush¬ 
ing numbers for most mobile QBs dropped 
significantly beyond that age. 

“The running quarterback is going to 
have better numbers as a younger quar¬ 
terback, when they have fresh legs and 
they’re young and they’re 22 and they’re 
25,” Mariucci said. “Run around, have fun. 
When they get in their 30s, that running 
stuff is overrated.” 

Still, it will be a while before Jackson, 
Murray and Mayfield get there. 
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Undrafted players impressing the Raiders 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


Raiders wide receiver Keelan Doss runs with the bali during a preseason game 
against the Arizona Cardinals on Aug. 15. Doss ranks in the top 10 in the league this 
preseason with 11 catches for 99 yards and a touchdown. 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — After winning just 
four games last season and holding four 
picks in the top two rounds of the NFL 
Draft, the Oakland Raiders figured to 
have plenty of opportunities for rookies to 
contribute. 

What’s a bit surprising is how many 
of those rookies fighting for spots in the 
final week before the 90-man roster gets 
cut down to 53 is how many of those play¬ 
ers entered the league as undrafted free 
agents. 

Coach Jon Gruden said he believes five 
undrafted players have a chance to make 
the roster on Saturday, although all the 
contenders know their status is always ten¬ 
uous after being passed over in the draft. 

“Being an undrafted guy, you can be 
here one day and be somewhere else the 
next,” defensive tackle Anthony Rush 
said. “I’ve learned that. But I really feel 
like this’ll be a good fit for me. Hopefully 
things work out here for me. If they don’t, 
you know, just keep pushing. But I feel like 
they will.” 

Rush has been a find since joining the 
team during training camp. The former 
UAB player initially signed with Philadel¬ 
phia, but was cut early in training camp. He 
then went to Detroit for a tryout and was 
waiting in a hotel there for the Lions to cre¬ 
ate a roster spot when the Raiders called. 

With Detroit not ready to make a com¬ 
mitment, Rush flew to the Bay Area and 
signed with the Raiders, where he has 
made an immediate impact. Six of his nine 
tackles in the preseason have come at or 
behind the line of scrimmage as he has 
been able to use his 350-pound size to con¬ 
trol the line of scrimmage. 

Rush has company among the undrafted 
players looking to make the roster. Punt¬ 
er A.J. Cole already won a competition 
with last year’s fifth-round pick, Johnny 
Townsend, and looks set to make the team 


this season. 

Local favorite receiver Keelan Doss, cor- 
nerback Keisean Nixon, versatile offensive 
lineman Andre James and fullback Alec 
Ingold have also made a case to be included 
on the initial 53-man list in Oakland or get 
an opportunity somewhere else. 

The Raiders have kept more than two un¬ 
drafted rookies on the initial 53-man roster 
just once in the past seven seasons, so hav¬ 
ing this many in the running so close to cut- 
down day is unusual. 

Doss grew up in the same town as the 
Raiders facility in Alameda and starred in 
college at FCS-level UC Davis. He got on 
Gruden’s radar with a strong performance 
at the Senior Bowl, but was passed over 
at the draft despite talk that he would be 
taken in the later rounds. 

Doss chose to sign with his hometown 
team even if the receiver position was 
crowded following offseason additions of 
players such as Antonio Brown, Tyrell Wil¬ 
liams, J.J. Nelson, Ryan Grant and fifth- 
round pick Hunter Renfrew. 

Doss ranks in the top 10 in the league 
this preseason with 11 catches for 99 yards 
and a touchdown, putting him squarely in 
the mix for one of the final spots at receiver 
along with last year’s seventh-round pick, 
Marcel Ateman, and the veteran Grant 
thanks in large part to his ability to play all 
three receiver spots. 

“I think that’s what kind of prepared me 
for now,” he said. “It’s that I played every 
single position. Just give me the best op¬ 
portunity to get open and so translating 
that to now, I feel like I probably can make 
an impact.” 

Nixon, who didn’t expect to be drafted 
after hurting his neck in his final college 
game at South Carolina, has made a big 
impact this summer for the Raiders. 

He has been targeted 15 times in three 
preseason games, allowing only five catch¬ 
es for 37 yards, according to Pro Football 
Focus, for a 42.4 passer rating against. 

With Nevin Lawson suspended the first 


four games for violating the league’s policy 
on performance-enhancers and last year’s 
fourth-round pick, Nick Nelson, struggling, 
Nixon has a good shot to make the team. 

“If you’ve studied the film, you’ll see 
what we see,” Gruden said. “He’s made 
more plays than any of our corners. He’s 
playing extremely well. He’s confident. I 
mean, he’s had a lot of ball production and 
he’s also been a factor on special teams, so 
we are really pleased with Nixon.” 


James and Ingold appear to be longer 
shots to make the team, but could be well- 
positioned for spots on the practice squad. 
Ingold played well early in camp when 
starting fullback Keith Smith was out in¬ 
jured, but might have a hard time making 
the team now that Smith is healthy. 

James, a college tackle at UCLA, has 
played center for the Raiders and was 
called one of the “best stories” of camp by 
Gruden. 



Ed Zurga/AP 


49ers wide receiver Kendrick Bourne is tackled by Chiefs 
cornerback Juan Thornhill during a preseason game. Bourne is 
competing with several others for spots with San Francisco. 


49ers’ WR spots still up for grabs 


By Grant Cohn 

Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Kyle 
Shanahan still has not announced 
which wide receivers will start 
for the 49ers this season. 

San Francisco has held a wide- 
open competition at wide receiver 
throughout training camp and 
preseason, a competition featur¬ 
ing mostly young, unproven play¬ 
ers such as Dante Pettis, Deebo 
Samuel and Jalen Hurd. Sha¬ 
nahan hoped two of his receiv¬ 
ers would have secured starting 
spots by now. 

“It’s a position we haven’t been 
in at receiver,” Shanahan said 
Tuesday. “I think the guys we’ve 
had have all gotten better, and 
we have some new guys pushing 
people.” 

The 49ers entered the past two 
seasons with clear-cut starting 
receivers: Pierre Garcon and 
Marquise Goodwin. But Goodwin 
struggled last season — he caught 
just 23 passes for 395 yards and 
four touchdowns in 11 games. 

Garcon is no longer with the 
49ers — they declined to pick 
up the option in his contract on 
Feb. 14. To replace him, the 49ers 
drafted two wide receivers this 


year: Samuel in Round 2, and 
Hurd in Round 3. 

Samuel has a chance to start 
if he plays well during the 49ers’ 
preseason finale Thursday 
against the Los Angeles Char¬ 
gers. Through three preseason 
games, Samuel has caught four 
passes for 88 yards, and rushed 
twice for 59 yards. He has been 
one of the 49ers’ most consistent 
receivers since camp started. 

Hurd has a chance to start as 
well, if he’s healthy. But he in¬ 
jured his back during the 49ers’ 
preseason game against the Den¬ 
ver Broncos on Aug. 19, hasn’t 
played or practiced since and will 
not play Thursday against the 
Chargers. 

Trent Taylor, the 49ers’ slot re¬ 
ceiver, has a fracture in his foot 
and probably will miss the regu¬ 
lar-season opener. “We’ll see if 
he’s ready Week 1, but highly un¬ 
likely,” Shanahan said Tuesday. 

Pettis could start Week 1. The 
49ers traded up to take him with 
the 44th pick of the 2017 draft, 
and expected he would improve 
dramatically this year. So far, he 
hasn’t. 

“We are still trying to find a role 
for him,” Shanahan said. “He can 
be our best punt returner. He can 


be our No. 1 receiver, our No. 2 re¬ 
ceiver, a slot receiver or just a role 
receiver. He has shown he can do 
all of that, but he hasn’t shown it 
consistently enough that we know 
exactly where to put him.” 

Pettis said Shanahan wants 
him to play with more urgency. 

“I have such a long, smooth 
stride, a lot of times it looks like 
I’m not going hard,” Pettis said. 
“The way I run my routes might 
be different than someone who 
has shorter strides. So, shorten¬ 
ing up my strides is one way to do 
that.” 

During the 49ers’ most recent 
preseason game, Pettis played 
into the fourth quarter, something 
starters rarely do. And on his 
final play, he strained his groin. 
He will not play Thursday against 
the Chargers, which means he 
will not have another opportunity 
to compete for a starting job be¬ 
fore the season starts. 

“I have been hard on Dante,” 
Shanahan said. “But if anyone 
knows me, I am the hardest on 
people I believe in, and I do be¬ 
lieve in him a lot. I am always 
going to be probably a little dis¬ 
appointed, because I think he can 
be very good, and it’s important 
to our team that he is.” 
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Strange days indeed 

Astros’ Verlander gets 16th win 
despite ejection » mlb, Page 29 


Top draft pick Kyler Murray is 
expected to use his legs a lot this 
season as the new quarterback of 
the Arizona Cardinals. 
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New norm? 

As QB rushing numbers 
up, bring on Murray 

By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

imar Jackson’s midseason promotion to starter for 
he Baltimore Ravens last year helped quarterbacks 
set an NFL record for carries and 
yards rushing in a season at their 
position. 

Even though he started only 
the final seven games, Jackson 
broke a 46-year-old league mark 
147 carries in the regular season, 

I an unprecedented third straight 
5t 10 QBs registering at least 50 



They 

want guys 
who it’s 
like, make 
the read, if 
the second 
read’s not 
there, let’s 
eo. ^ 


Todd McShay 

ESPN 
draft analyst 


With the speedy Kyler Murray set to start for the 
Arizona Cardinals — following Cleveland’s Baker 
Mayfield as the second straight mobile Oklahoma 
quarterback drafted No. 1 overall — the question is 
whether the NFL is going through another phase or might be on an 
irreversible path to run-savvy QBs under center. 

“Is it going to be the norm?” asked NFL Network analyst Steve 
Mariucci, the former coach in San Francisco and Detroit. “I don’t 

SEE NORM ON PAGE 30 


By the numbers 


1,871 8,086 10 


Number of carries 
by quarterbacks 
last season, led by 
Lamar Jackson 
of the Ravens, who 
racked up 147. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 


Number of yards 
rushing last season 
by quarterbacks, 
who accounted 
for 14.1% 
of running plays. 
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Number of QBs 
who rushed the ball 
at least 50 times 
last season 
for an unprecented 
third straight year. 


Gauff rallies from set down in US Open debut»page 27 



















